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Containing ſeveral Adventures of Will Ram- 
ble, and his Siſter Amelia. 


CHAP. I. 


4 The Return Home of Will Ramble and Har- 
311 ry Merit from the College ; and what hap- 
; pened thereupon. 3 | 

T is now high Time to look after V 
Ramble, who, in the Ninth Chapter of 


. our laſt Book, we left earneſtly purſuing 
"HE his Studies at the Univerſity of Oxford. 


| Here he paſſed his Time almoſt as 
agreeably as he could wiſh ; for being of a 
Vol. II. B very 


(2) 
very quick Genius, his Learning ſoon be- 
came a Diverſion to him. All the Un- 
eaſineſs that he felt, was occaſioned by his 
being abſent from the charming Louiſa, 
and the IIl-Nature of his Chum, Harry 
Merit, who was continually rendering him 
every ill Turn that lay in his Power: For 
4 Study of thoſe Sciences, that are ſaid 
o poliſh the Manners of Men, had 
N contrary Effect on Harry, whole Be- 
haviour grew rather more brutal at the 

College than at Home. 


However, as Vacation-Time drew near, 
Will had very great Hopes of being freed 
from his Anxiety on the Account of Louiſa, 
by obtaining Permiſſion from his Guardi- 
an, to pay a Viſit to his Siſter, during that 
Seaſon ; whereby he ſhould again have the 
Pleaſure of enjoying the Comp pany of his 
Charmer: And as to Harry Merit's chur- 
liſh Temper, he was now ſo inured to the 
bearing with it, that is had hon very little 
Effect on him. 


Notwithſtanding Will Ramble's diligent 
Application to his Studies, they did not 
deprive him of his natural Gaiety of Spi- 
rit; nor could they curb thoſe looſe Ap- 

petites, that were inherent in hie Conſtitu- 
| tion, 


little 


ligent 
d not 
Spi- 


. 


tion. The former he found Means, at 
leiſure Hours, to ſupport by the Paſtimes 
and Diverſions that the Place afforded; 
but, nevertheleſs, took great Care, that 
they ſhould not impede his Learning, by 
taking up too much of his Time: And the 
latter he gave ſome ſmall Scope to, by his 
Amours with thoſe Ladies, that are to be 
found at Oxford, as well as at London; who 
generally affect a Man's Pocket much 
more than his Heart. For though Mili 
really loved Louiſa, with a very virtuous 
and refined Paſſion; yet the ſmall Hopes 
that he entertained of ever being happy 
with her, and the Sight of thoſe tempting 
Objects, which might be procured for a 
ſmall Sum, occaſioned him to be guilty of 
a few Tranſgreſſions, even at this Time, in 
Point of Conſtancy ; but they were ſuch as 
the Frailty of Mankind is too ſubject to, 
and ſo inconſiderable, as not to be related 
in this Hiſtory. 


At Vacation-Time, both Vill and Har- 
ry returned to Mr. Merit's, where they 
continued while this Seaſon laſted : Durin 
which, Will's Paſſion for Louiſa daily en- 
creaſed ; but he choſe to ſtifle it in his own 
Boſom, as he was certain, that his reveal- 
Ing it, muſt either render her unhappy, by 

B 2 in- 


C43 


inducing her to incur her Father's Diſ- 
leaſure, if ſhe encouraged him, or him- 
{elf miſerable by her refuſing his Addreſſes. 


And though Louiſa burnt with as violent a 


Flame for Will Ramble, yet ſhe dared not 


give him the leaſt Intimation thereof, 
either by Words or Actions; fearing, from 
the Levity of his Character and Behaviour, 
that he ſhould take any Advantage to the 
Perjudice of her Virtue. 


* Though Harry Merit longed alſo for the 
Poſſeſſion of Amelia, yet his Heart was not 
warmed with ſuch a pure æthereal Flame 
as Will Ramble's; which occaſioned him to 
make his Addreſſes to her without any 
Scruple, though in an abrupt and indecent 
Manner : But meeting with ſeveral vigo- 
rous Repuligs from her, he ſet about con- 
triving ſome other Means for compaſſing 
his Deſires. 


% 


As Amelia had, as yet, made no one a 
Confidant to her Love for Captain Merit, 
ſhe uſed to amuſe herſelf very frequently, 
by taking an Evening-Walk in Mr. Me- 
- *2s Garden by Moon-Light, there to en- 
zvy Ler ſecret Contemplations on her Be- 
loved: And as the Apartment wherein 
Harry reſided, looked upon one of the 

Walks, 


S8 2 


1415 
Walks, he had obſerved her for ſeveral 
Evenings to glide along at the Bottom of 


K. 


He could not imagine what Fancy could 
induce ſuch a young Lady to ramble thus 
by herſelf, about a large Garden by Moon- 
Light. However, as he judged this to be 
a very favourable Place for the Execution 
of his Deſign, if he could meet with her at 
any Diſtance therein from the Houſe, 
therefore he was exceedingly well pleaſed 
at having made this Diſcovery. 


Pride is always founded on a prodigious 
Stock of Self- Conceit. And, indeed, he 
was ſo full of the latter, as at laſt to ima- 
gine, that ſhe had choſen to take this Me- 
thod, to give him a tacit Invitation to fol- 
low her into the Garden; which Piece of 
Vanity he was the more ſtrongly confirmed 
in, by having always obſerved her to 
walk there alone : Wherefore he reſolved 


to embrace the Opportunity, which he 


thought ſhe of herſelf was fo kind as to 
point out to him. Accordingly, the next 
Nigat he went into the Garden, and plant- 
ed himſelf in a thick Arbour, where one of 
the Walks terminated. Here he had not 


been long, before he perceived Amelia 


B 3 coming 
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(6) 
coming down the Walk ; when entering 


into the {ame Place, ſhe ſat down to reſt 


herſelf, without perceiving him, till he 
diſcovered himſelf; whereupon ſhe gave a 
loud Shriek, and ran out from thence 
as faſt as ſhe could, not knowing in her 
Fright who ſhe had met with in the Gar- 
den. He immediately purſued, and ſoon 
came up with her : When on finding who 
it was, though ſhe was ſomewhat recovered 
from her former Surprize, yet ſhe enter- 
tained ſome terrible Apprehenſions of his 
Deſigns, by thus concealing himſelf, How- 
ever, ſhe endeavoured to regain the Houſe 
as faſt as poſſible; but he catching hold on 
her, would not permit her to ſtir any far- 
ther; but began to kiſs and embrace her, 
and at laſt to grow very rude to her. 


she entreated him to deſiſt from offering 

her any ſuch Incivilities, and proteſted, 
that if he proceeded in this Manner, it 
would oblige her to call out for 'Help : 
Which at laſt ſhe was really forced to do, 
as he flung her down upon a Graſs-Plot, 
and-was going to uſe Violence to her. 


It fortunately happened, that her Voice 
was within Reach of the Houſe and her loud 
Outcries ſoon alarmed ſome of the Ser- 

| vants, 


told them, (as ſhe did not care to = 


. 


vants, that were in the back Apartments, 
who directly came running into the Gar- 
den; which he perceiving, took Shelter 
among the Trees, and hid himſelf there. 
On their Arrival, they found Amelia almoſt 
breathleſs with ſtruggling; they ſaw a 
Man enter into the Wilderneſs, that was 
on one Side of the Walk, but were then 
too far off to diſtinguiſh who he was. 
They immediately led Amelia into the 
Houſe, where, on coming to herſelf, ſhe 


Harry to his Father, and the Reſt of the 
Family) that ſhe had met a Man in the 
Garden, who had offered to be rude with her; 
whereupon they inſtantly got ſome Fire- 
Arms, and other Weapons, and proceeded 
to ſearch the Garden. | 


Harry Merit had by this Time recovered 


his own Apartment; from whence goi 


into the Houſe, he preſently heard the Re- 
port, that there were ſome Rogues in the 
Garden, who had inſulted Amelia. Where- 
upon, to prevent all Suſpicion, he di- 
rectly took his Sword, and went after 
the Reſt, in Purſuit of them. When 
the Servants had ſpent ſome Time in 
ſearching, and finding it in vain, they re- 
turned to the — But chis — 
4 En 


68) 

fo terrified Amelia, that ſhe never afterwards 
went thither alone in the Evening; and 
cauſed her to abhor the very Sight of Har- 
ry Merit, from whoſe diſagreeable Com- 
pany ſhe had the Pleaſure to be delivered 
at the End of the Vacation-Time, when 
he, and Vill Ramble ſet out again for the 
Univerſity. | 


Although this freed her from one Tor- 
ment, yet ſtill ſhe was obliged to endure 
another, but the leſs irkſome of the two; 
which was the Addreſſes of the Country- 
Squire, that we have- before mentioned. 
This would not have given her ſo much 
Concern, had it not' been on Account of 
Mr. Merit himſelf, who, as her Guerdian, 
and Friend, very much intereſted himſelf, 
in perſuading her to this Match, which he 
really thought would be exceeding adyan- 
tageous to her. 1 


She, therefore, was not willing to give 
the Squire an abſolute Denial, as ſhe knew 
ſuch a Proceeding would very much diſ- 
guſt Mr. Merit; who, being a great Hu- 
moriſt, was for having every Thing to be 
nearly in the Manner as he directed it, and 
could hardly bear a Contradiction from 
any Hands, or in any Shape: And as ſhe 2 

; | under. 


. 9 
(9) : 3 
under great Obligations to him, and knee ² 
the Excellency of his natural Diſpoſition, | 
ſetting aſide this Foible, ſo ſhe was very 
loth to diſpleaſe him in any Thing. 


The Squire courted her very ſtrongly, 
in his ruſtic Manner ; and made her ſome 
conſiderable Preſents, that ſhe was obliged 
to accept out of Condeſcenſion to her 
Guardian, However, ſhe ſtill found 
Means to put him off, under Pretence that 
ſhe thought herſelf- too young to marry, 
and did not care to take the Charge of a 
Family upon her too ſoon. And the 
Squire, having an Addition made to his 
Fortune, by the Death of an Uncle, 
at London, he was obliged to ſet out thi- 
ther, to look after the old Man's Effects; 
by which Means, Amelia got rid of him for 
ſome Time, to her great Satisfaction while 

it laſted: Though, during his Abſence, he 

was continually peſtering her with Love- 
Letters, if thoſe unmeaning, and almoſt il- 
legible Things, which he wrote to her, by 
every Poſt, might be ſtiled ſuch. 


B 5 CHAP, 
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CHAP. II. 


In which Will Ramble, on his Return to the 


Univerſity, enters into an Amour with a 
* Gentleman's Daughter at Oxford. 


N Vill Ramble's Return to the Col- 

| lege, he at firſt applied himſelf to 

his Books with great Induſtry ; but this 
Application to Study did not laſt long : 
For though Will had lately made it his 
Delight, yet the Levity of his Con- 
ſtitution, or rather vicious Principles, 
that he had imbibed in his Youth, 
would, at Times, ſo over-power his Taſte 
for Learning, that from whatever Quarter 
Pleaſure appeared, Science was almoſt ſure 
to be forſaken by. him. And happening 
now to contract a particular Intimacy with 
ſome of the moſt profligate, debauched, 
young Students that were at the Univerſi- 
ty, he ſoon diſtinguiſhed himfelf in their 
Company; and was guilty, with them, of 
ſome ſuch enormous Actions, as, more 
than once, occaſioned him to fall under 
the Vice-Chancellor's Reprimands. But 


he being a very mild tempered Man, choſe 


to puniſh thoſe Crimes, that Will was 
guilty 


to the 
uth a 


Col- 
elf to 
t this 
ong : 
t his 
Con- 
iples, 
outh, 
Taſte 
arter 
- ſure 
ening 
with 
ched, 
verſi- 
their 
n, of 
more 
inder 
But 
choſe 
was 


uilty 


| 0 119 
guilty of, by only cenſuring him; where 


as, had ſome others been in his Place, Will 


would certainly have met with Expulſion. 


Will Ramble, by keeping ſuch ill Com- 
pany, was now grown to a great Pitch 
of Wickedneſs; and very little regarded 
the Admonitions of the Vice-Chancellor, 
nor of any one elſe. There was a Gentle- 
man who poſſeſſed about Three Hundred a 
Year, that lived near the Borders of the 
City, who had two very handſome Daugh- 
ters, the youngeſt which was about 
Nineteen; and being of a free and jocular 
Diſpoſition, was moſt agreeable to Will's 
Fancy. 


It was not long after he ſet Eyes on her, 


| that he found Means to get himſelf intro- 


duced into her Company; and ſhe, in a 
very littie Time, ſeemed to take as much 
Delight in Will Ramble's Converſation, as. 
he poſſibly could do in. her's: | 


They had very frequent Meetings toge- 
ther, at one Place or another, of which: 


Will made ſuch dextrous Uſe, as very ſoon: 


to obtain the Poſſeſſion. of all the Pleaſure: 

he could with for with his new Miſtreſs, 

But as her Father was not without Sufpici-- 
r on. 


| (12) 2 


on of ſome ill Conſequences attending her 


keeping Company with ſuch a vicious 
young Fellow as Vill Ramble, whoſe Cha- 
racter, for all Manner of Profligacy, was 
by this Time ſpread throughout the Uni- 
verſity; he, therefore reſolved to watch 
his Daughter's Conduct very narrowly : By 
' which Means, he, at laſt, proceeded ſo far 

as to detect her and Will Ramble in Bed to- 
gether. 5 


Ass he was vaſtly enraged at having tho 
Honour of his Family thus ſtained, by his 
Daughter's being debauched by Will Ram- 
ble, to he inſiſted upon his marrying her, to 
make Reparation for the Injury. But 
Will being ſenſible, that the young Lady 
had been rather more compliable to his De- 
ſires than he could well expect, therefore 
having entertained as little Opinion of her 
Virtue, as her Father had conceived of his 


Honeſty, ſo he could no ways reliſh this 


Propoſal. 


The Gentleman, finding him demur 


upon the Point, offered him a large Sum 


of Money to take off this Scandal from his 


Family; which he was the more induced 
to do, by diſcovering, that his Dauglner 
was really with Child by him: But as Mi 

; 3 | had 


$ - 


Cay) | 
Rad ſecretly reſolved in himſelf, never 
to marry any Woman; unleſs he could 
obtain Louiſa, whom he yet loved, not- 
withſtanding the flagitious Courſe of Life. 
that he at preſent led; and to which, per- 
haps, he was as much induced to take, by 
his Deſpair of obtaining her, as from any 
other Motive; ſo, notwithſtanding his 
Tranſgreſſions in Point of Chaſtity, yet his 
Affection for Louiſa was not to be biaſſed 
by any pecuniary Motives. 8 


This young Gentlewoman's Father was 
very intimate with the then Vice-Chancel- 
lor of the Univerſity ; and finding that his 
Daughter's Shame was every Day growing 
more and more apparent to the Eyes of 
the World, and that Will Ramble remained 
obdurate, in his Reſolutions of not marry- 
ing her; he, therefore, threatened him 
with complaining to the Vice-Chancellor 
about it, if he did riot reſolve to make her 
his Wife, in a ſhort Time. 5 


emur - As Will was very ſenſible, that the Fa- 


Sum ther was one of the Vice-Chancellor's par- 
n his. ticular Friends, ſo he dreaded the Effects 
uced of his making him acquainted with the Af- 


AT fair concerning his Daughter ; as he knew 
Will he could expect nothing leſs, than being 
had | c 


(24) | 

expelled the Univerſity upon it : Which 
was a Puniſhment, that though he had 
lately often deſerved the Scandal of under- 
going, yet as he had hitherto eſcaped it, he 
thought it would be prudent for him to 
take ſome Means to avoid it in Time; not 
chuſing to wait the Effects of the Storm, 
when this Thunder-Cloud ſhould burſt 
upon his Head. But the Methods that he 
took to eſcape the Effects of the Father's 
Anger, and the Vice-Chancellor's Expul- 
ſion, we mult defer relating till the next 
Chapter, 


( 15) 


HAP. III. 


The Concluſion of Will's Amour at the Unis 
verfily ; and his Arrival in London, 


S Will Ramble was very much afraid, 

A that Oxford would be too hot for 
im, when this Affair ſhould come to the 
Vice-Chancellor's Ears, ſo he wrote to 
Mr. Merit, his Guardian, deſiring him to 
let him have Fifty Pounds to buy ſome 
Books ; for that thoſe of a Student, who 
was lately deceaſed, were to be ſold by 
public Auction. And, ta corroborate this, 
he alſo drew up a ſmall Catalogue of the 
chief Books that he pretended to want; af- 
fixing alſo an Eſtimate of their Price a- 
gainſt each of them, that his Guardian 
might, not think he had aſked more Money 
of him, than what was neceſſary to lay out 
in the Purchaſe : And Mr. Merit, on the 
Receipt of the Letter, very readily remit- 
ted him the Sum that he wrote for, as he 


. not any Suſpicion of Mill's deceiving 
im. 


Will having received this Money, poc- 
kets it; and, inſtead of buying of Rooks, 
ells 


8 16-) | 
Tells off all his own privately, leaves the 
Univerſity, and directly ſets out for Lon- 
don: For having heard great Talk of what 


an exceeding fine Place it was, and-of the 
' Pleaſures that there abounded, he had, for 


ſome Time before, longed to experience A 
them. 7 | exce 
1 | | | he oh by a 
if Will Ramble, on his Arrival in 'Fown, duct 
1 introduce him into good Company; and befe 


thoſe that he had, being of too grave Diſ- very 


| 
| 
| had but very few Acquaintance there, to Toy 
| | poſitions for him, he did not much aſſoci- beer 
1 

| 


| ate with them : Therefore, being a young hoo 
14 and almoſt unexperienced Fellow, and fore 
int having Money in his Pocket, it is no ſhot 
| Wonder, that he ſhould get acquainted in a 
1 with ſome of thoſe profligate Sparks, with and 
which this Metropolis abounds Poc 
} Here he found out two Oxenians, who E 
had been of his Acquaintance at the Col- Is \ 
"| lege, and with whom he had lately led mig 
1 there a very diſſolute Life. They had ar- che 
if rived from thence but a little before him; pra. 
, for their Friends being weary of the great one 
Expences, that they had put them to, by per 
1 their riotous Manner of living at the Uni- tan 
1 verſity, had ſent for them up to Town; 
1 ö where one of them, having ſtudied Phyfic 14 


ar 
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Wat Oxford, and there taken his Degree of 
Batchelor, ſet up for a Doctor in that Pro- 
feſſion; and the other, by the Intereſt of 
@ his Friends, had procured a good Place in 


one of the public Offices. 


As both theſe Sparks had always been 


exceedingly addicted to Play, Will Ramble, 
by aſſociating with them, was ſoon intro- 
duced to the chief Gaming-Tables about 


Town. This was a Diverſion, as we have 
hone obſerved, that Hill had always a 


to, having 


great natural Pr 
bon indulged therein even from his Child+ 
hood by his deceaſed Father ; and, there- 
fore, it will not be ſurprizing, that he 
ſhould: follow it very cloſely, now he was 


in a Place where it was ſo much practiſed, 


and he had almoſt Forty . in his 
Pocket, to ſupport it 


Had Will continued at the Univerſity, i 


is very likely, that in a little Time, he 
might have arrived at the Degree of Bat- 
chelor of Arts: But in the Art that he 
practiſed in London, (we mean the notable 
one of Gaming) he met with-ſo many ſu- 
perior Profeſſors, that they, with the Aſſiſ- 
tance of the Doctors , ſoon eaſed his 


Pockets 
+ A technical Term amongſt Gameſters for falſe Dice. 
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( 18 ) | 
Pockets of what Money he had brought to iſ 
Town with him. | 


Notwithſtanding Vill's being thus ſtrip- W 
ped, he made ſhift to appear ſtill. at the 
Gaming-Houſes, by the Aſſiſtance of his 
two aforementioned Acquaintance, of whom 


he found Means to borrow Money; but by. Re 
his loſing it as faſt as it came to Hand, Vi 
they grew weary of his Cuſtom for more; 
which, indeed, at laſt, they themſelves In 
were not able to afford him, as both of Nis 
them were fleeced by the Sharpers, as well I ort 
as himſelf. | 58580 Rea 
Will now was in a very diſmal Situation = 
being in a ſtrange Place, deſtitute of Mo- Gan 
ney and Neceſſaries, and not a Friend in and 
Tow, unto whom he could apply, that que! 
was either able or willing, to relieve him ed 
out of this Diſtreſs. He now wiſhed, that Stat 
he had ftaid at the College, and curſed ay 
the Time that he ever came acquainted by 
with the London Doctors. To write to ons 
Mr. Merit for a farther Supply, he knew ther 
would be to little Purpoſe, as he muſt cer- BY by 
tainly be very much irritated at his leaving nt 


the Univerſity z of which he did not doubt AS 
but that his Son Harry had ſent him an 


Account. | 
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Are theſe the Pleaſures,“ ſaid William, 
to himſelf, © I propoſed meeting with at 
London? — That Place, of which, at a 
© Diſtance, I had often heard ſuch delici- 
« ous Deſcriptions, as being the Reſort of 
the Gay, Witty, aud Polite, I find, 
upon my Arrival, to be the common 
Receptacle, and Nurſery of Sharpers and 
Villains.“ 


. 


Indeed, as Vill Ramble had hitherto the 
Misfortune, to meet with none but the 
worſt of Company in Town, ſo he had 
Reaſon, as well as many others in the like 
Circumſtances, to exclaim in this Manner 
againſt it, But it is not at all ſurprizing, that 
Gaming ſhould be here ſo much practiſed, 
and attended with ſuch unhappy Conſe- 
quences, when it is purſued and encourag- 
ed even by Perſons in the moſt exalted 
Stations in Life; whoſe Example in this, 
as well as in other Things, is looked upon 
by the Generality, as a Pattern for 
them to follow. To what Purpoſe is it 
then, to endeavour at al ig this Vice, 
by penal Laws, when the Practice of 


it is eſteemed ſo neceſſary to making an 
Appearance in the World, t hat it is gene 
rally the firſt. Thing Youth are taught e- 

- ven 


7 
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ven in their Infancy; and encreaſes in 


their growing up to ſuch a ſtrong Ha- 
bit, as is then impoſſible to be caſt off. 
By this Means Gaming is become ſuch 


a univerſal Faſhion, at this Time of Day, 
that without ſome Knowledge of Play, 


a Perſon makes as indifferent a Figure 


in almoſt any Company, as he would in 
an Aſſembly, or Drawing-Room, if. he 
he had not be taught the common Ce- 
remonials of a Dancing-School. 


Had we either Leiſure, or Room for any 
philoſophical Diſquiſitions in theſe Books, 
we ſhould here, on touching upon this 
Vice, make an Enquiry, whether its uni- 
verſal Predominancy is not a manifeſt In- 
dication, that the preſent Age are more 
at a Loſs for the Want of Ideas to en- 
gage their Thoughts and Attention than 
their Anceſtors were: Seeing they can 


employ them for ſo many Hours toge- 


ther, and even without being tired, in 


contemplating the ſeveral Combinations 


of Pips that ariſe in the cutting, deal - 
ing, and playing of Two and Fifty ſquare 
Bits of Paper from one to another; where- 


on they beſtow as earneſt Application, 
| as. a Mathematician would uſe, in the 


- 
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aſes in Reſolution of one of the moſt intricate 

g Ha- Problems. Th 8 

aſt off. 6 22 TY) 4 

e ſuch WW This reigning Diverſion is not only 

f Day, Eo up into a profeſſed and practical Art, 
Play, Hut has alſo been improved ſo largely as to 

Figure Nbecome a Science; and, as ſuch, there have 

uld in lately been exhibited ſeveral Treatiſes of 
if he che Principles, Inſtitutions, and Rules, for 

n Ce. becoming verſed therein, by the celebrated 


| Mr. Hoyle, and other Authors: Very much, 
no doubt, to the Improvement of Poſteri- 


or any t y- by making them acquainted with all the 
Books, WM myſterious Artifices, that are at this Day 
1 this {Ml exerciſed, by a polite Pack of Gamblers, 
s uni. and Pick-Pockets, And it may be hoped, 
ft Tn. WE that they will hereafter ſo much avail them- 
more ſelves thereby, as to have the Laws of Play 
to en- publicly taught in our learned Seminaries 
| than of Eton, Weſtminſter, Wincheſter, &c. As 
y can alſo, that ſome of thoſe noble Perſonages, 
toge- under whoſe Influence it has riſen to ſuch a 
d, in Height, will, in Time, erect ſome Founda- 
ations. tions, for it being publickly profeſſed at 
deal. both our famous Univerſities, | 
ſquare 3 5 
N Having finiſhed this ſhort Digreſſion, we 
ation, ſhall here conclude the Chapter, and return 
n the 


to Will Ramble in that which follows. 


CHAP. 
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| overe 
In which Will Ramble enters into an Amour her = 
at London, rothe 


able tc 


FT ER Vill had perplexed himſelf 

for ſome Time, with many Con- 
ſiderations upon Ways and Means, to ex- 
tricate himfelf from his preſent Difficulties, 
he at laſt determined to write to his Siſter 
Amelia, and endeavour to get a ſmall Supply 
of Money from her. This Reſolution he 
immediately performed, and ſent her a Let- 
ter that very ſame Night by the Poſt ; but 
with a ſtrict Charge, therein, not to men- 
tion a Syllable to his Guardian, or any 
one elſe, of her having heard from him; 
and alſo not to diſcover the Place where he 
Was. 


gant J 
Howe 
hie; 
pon 
ately, 
Merit“: 


Lou: 
This Letter came very ſafe to Amelia ; wins 5 
who was overjoyed at hearing from her "4 
Brother, and that he was well: For no 5 hg 
Body had as yet been able to give any Ac- 5 
count of him, ſince his quitting the Uni- 9 


verſity. And notwithſtanding his ſtrict 


Injunction to the contrary, ſhe could not Neu, 


help diſcloſing the Particulars of his Letter, Nef his! 
ES to 


/ 
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o Louiſa ; as there was now eſtabliſhed 
ch a particular Intimacy and Friendſhix 
between the two, that they had mutually dif- 
Fovered their Love Secrets to each other; 
therefore ſhe knew, that any News of her 
Brother, would be far from being diſagree- 
Eble to Louifa, | 


Amour 


_—_ As Amelia's Allowance for Pocket- 
t = oney was not very large, ſo five Guineas 
ulties as, at preſent, the Whole Stock that ſhe 


ound herſelf poſſeſſed” of; which the i- 


Siſter agined would be of very little Service to 


zupft! er Brother, in ſuch a dear and extrava- 
. © gant Place, as ſhe had heard London was. 
þ 20 However, ſhe determined upon ſendin 

IE. {5A hie; and began to conſult with Lou; 


pon” the Means of doing it, ſo pri- 
ately, that it might not come to Mr. 
Merit's Knowledge. 


or any 
| him; 
ere he | 
Louiſa bemg her Father's Darling, was 
never denied any Money by him, that ſhe 
had Occaſion for; and the chiefeft Uſe, 
ſhe made of this Generoſity, was in ex- 
erciſing her Humanity and Benevolence, 
by beſtowing it in Deeds of Charity to 
worthy Objects. As Mr. Merit was very well 
acquainted with this excellent Difpoſition 
of his Daughter, ſo he took Care to en- 
courage 


melia; 
m her 
or no 
ny Ac- 
e Uni- 
ſtrict 
11d not 
Letter, 

to 


Particulars; but generally left enquiring 


having but fifteen Guineas in her Purſe, 


12 


1024) | 
courage it, upon almoſt any Occaſion, 
without previouſly examining into the 


recei\ 
that : 
Bene! 
Char, 
her C 
ruſe 

him, 
inſert 
he m 
thus 


into them till afterwards, that he might 
arraign her Judgment and correct it by his 
Admonitions, it the Manner of her diftri- 
buting her Bounties, gave him any Occa- 
ſion. The moving Expreſſions of his Di. 
treſs, whe&ein Vill Ramble had wrote to his 
Siſter, touched Louiſa to the Heart; and 


which ſhe had been fome Time in ſaving Ww 
together, as ho ſuitable Object had lately ter. 
excited her Compaſſion, ſhe thought that Sight 
Sum was too little to afford him fufficienM * Flo 
Aſſiſtance. Therefore ſhe applied to her lome 
Father to give her ten more, for ſome par-: he th 
ticular Occaſion; which ſhe framed ſhe had! 
wanted it for; and putting theſe to the any! 
aforeſaid fifteen, and Amelia accompanying Pe 
them with her five, they ſent the whole | 
thirty Guineas to William at London; in a Hi 
Bag, by the Hands of one of the Yorkſhire of th 
Carriers. | on G. 

% a of h 

His Siſter Amelia alſo wrote to him by Guin 
the Poſt, the Letter being incloſed in 4 Ws 
Cover, directed to another Perſon ; giving nt 
him Notice of the Sum remitted, with 2 
Directions to what Inn he was to go to l Ve 


re- 


| (25) 
cealion ¶ receive it; but without letting him know 


to the 
r Benefactreſs: For Louiſa had given a ſtrict 


> might Charge not to mention the leaſt Syllable of 
t by hu her Generoſity; and alſo took Care to pe- 
r diſtr. ruſe the Letter herſelf, before it went to 
Occz him, for fear that his Siſter, might have 
his Dil. inſerted any Expreſſion therein, from which 


he might conceive a Hint of her having 


e to his : a 
thus contributed to his Aſſiſtance. 


rt; and 


r Purſe, | 5 | 

| ſaving Will Ramble received the Letter, and af- 
d lately terwards the Money, very ſafely : And the 
cht tha Sight of the latter inſpired him with ſuch 
ufficient = Flow of Spirits and Joy, that after getting 
to her ſome Neceſſaries and Refreſhments with it, 
me par he thought no more of the Hardſhips he 
ned ſhelf had lately endured, than if no ſuch had 
to thel any Exiſtence in Nature, or had ever hap- 
panying pened to him. | 
e whole 


His former Reflections upon the Vices 


n; in 2 Shy. ; 
of the Town, and. the Miſeries that attend 


Yorkſhire 
of his Head, by the Sight of theſe thirty 


him by Cuineas; and the Play-Table ſtruck him 
ed in at Preſent with a quite different Idea, to 
; giving what it had done in his Adverſity. He 
1, with Ml #8410 longed to venture a Stake at it; and 


the bas waa being too ſtrong: for him 


© go to ' 
S Ver, II. C to 


re- 


that any other beſides herſelf had been his 


on Gaming, were alſo now quite driven out 


I 


. ER | ; 
to withſtand, he went thither, and, by a 


> 


ſudden Change of Fortune in his Favour, 3 
had the Luck to come off that Night, with ſet 
threeſcore Guineas clear in his Pocket. = 
Will was highly elated with this good at 
Succeſs; though its very probable it would Str 
have been of no long Continuance, had he pre 
gone to the Gaming-Table again the next WY wh 
Night: But not having been for ſome ¶ a) 
Time at the Play, which was a very fa- live 
vourite Diverſion of his, and there being Ge 
a new Comedy to be acted at one of her 


the Houſes that Night, he reſolved upon 
going to ſee it, 


He accordingly went thither, and tak · 
ing his Place in the Pit, a Gentleman and 
-@ very handſome Lady came ſoon after into 

one of the Side-Boxes, near where Wil 
Ramble was ſeated. During the whole 
. Time of the Play, he could not keep his 
Eyes off from admiring the Lady's Charms, 
who really was poſſeſſed of a great many ; 
and being reſolved to know who ſhe was, 
and where'ſhe lived, he watched her going 
out of the Houſe, and ſaw the Gentleman 
hand her into a Coach; which he follow- 
ed on Foot, till it arrived in one of the 
Streets near Grofvenor-Square, where ſetting 


the 


s good 
would 
had he 
e next 
ſome 
ery fa - 
> being 
one of 


upon 


d tak · 
1an and 
ter into 
re Will 
Whole 
ceep his 
-harms, 
many 

ſhe was, 
er going 
ntleman 
follow- 
e of the 
e ſerting 
the 


| . 
the Gentleman and Lady down, he h 8 
4 with Orders to the Gains 
ſet up. | CA STR 


As there were Sins Chairmen Randi 
at their Plying-Place, at the Corner of the 


Street near the Lady's Houſe, ill Ramble 


preſently made up to them, and enquired 
who ſhe was. They told him, that he whe 
a young Lady of a good F ortune, who 
—— with * Brother; which was the 
entleman, that Vill ſaw ac in 
her at the Play-Houſe. PATHS 


Vill being prodigiouſly taken with 
Charms of this Lady, relolved to hana 
her, if he could find a Poſſibility, by any 
Means, for getting into her Company; but 
as this was a Matter of Difficulty, to one 
that had ſo little Acquaintance in Town, 
ſo he was ſome Time before he could th 
vent any Method of bringing it abour. 
However, in the mean Time, he took ſeve- 
ral Opportunities of watching her going 
out and cOrung in; and even followed her 
Coach in the Evenings, to gain a Know- 
ledge of all the Places ſhe viſited at; where- 
by he had the Satisfaction of ſeeing her 
ſeveral Times, though without her - How 
ledge of it in the leaſt. While he was 
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thus endeavouring to find Mearis to get 
into her Company, there happened one 
Night to be a Maſquerade; and ſhe being 
of a very gay Diſpoſition, never failed tak- 
ing the Opportunity of going thither; 
which Vill diſcovering from ſome of the 
Servants, by one of the Emiſſaries that he 
employed on this Occaſion, he determined 
to try if he could not get acquainted 
with her at that Place. Wherefore, hav- 
ing gained previous Knowledge of the 
. Dreſs ſhe was to wear, he went thither ; 
and being before ſo well acquainted with 
her Stature and Mein, he thought it im- 
youre for him to be deceived in her: 
ut, however, as there were a great many 
Perſons there that Night in the ſame Dreſs, 
Will made ſeveral Miſtakes ; and it was 
_ ſome Time before he could diſcover the 
| Perſon he was in Queſt of. Nay it is 
very probable he had not done it at laſt, 
but as he was following and obſerving her 
very cloſely, ſhe wa ray to go to the 
Side-Board, to eat ſome Sweetmeats and 
take a Glaſs of Wine, when juſt pulling 
off her Maſk, Will diſcerned her Face. 
Hereupon, he addreſſed her very ſtrongly, 
with the utmoſt Force ot his Love-Rheto- 
ric, whereby ſhe was induced to permit him 
to pay her a Viſit the next Day. Will ap- 
4 __ + - "==" " Parelled 


(29) | 
parelled himſelf very gayly, took a Chair, 
and went accordingly.; and though his 
Appearance and Mein 13 a very fa- 
vourable Reception with the Lady, he had 
the Mortification to find, that ſhe was to 
ſet out for Batb, with her Brother, who was 
in a bad State of Health, the very next 
Morning. 


— 


Though Vill was very much chagrined 
at this Accident; yet having puſhed his 
Addreſſes as far as the Shortneſs of Time 
would permit, he determined not to loſe 
his Point for Want of looking after it. 
Therefore the Lady ſetting out, as ſhe had 
told him, he took Poſt Horſes two Days 
after, and followed her to Bath. 
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In which Will Ramble arrives at Bath, and 
there purſues the Amour he had commenced 
at London. 


HEN Vill Ramble came to Bath, 
W he ſoon found out his new Mil- 
treſs's Lodgings, and there paid his Re- 
ſpects to her. But before we proceed to 
give any farther Account of this Traps 
it may not be improper to acquaint 
Reader with the . 1 a 


Her Name was Stanley, ſhe was now a- 
bout the Age of twenty-one, and, though 
ſhe was of a good Family, and had goool. 
to her Fortune, was as yet unmarried. 
She had met with ſeveral good Offers, 
when either her Inconſtancy, her Gaiety, or 
perhaps both together, had occaſioned her 
refuſing of them. Though ſhe lived with 
her Brother, who was ſingle, yet ſhe was 
perfectly her own Miſtreſs, and even had 
the Management of his Family Affairs. 
But as the former Conduct of her Life had 
been none of the graveſt, ſo there wanted 
not Tongues in the World, to beſtow ſome 
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Slander upon her Gallantry : Whether ſhe 
was deſerving it, or not, we ſhall leave to 


the Reader's Determination, when he comes 


to know more of her. Plays, Operas, 
Balls, Aſſemblies, and Maſquerades, were 


the Delight of her Soul: And the being 


abſent from ſuch polite Entertainments and 


S Diverſions, . was, to her, the greateſt Grief 
S imaginable, when any Accident, or ſlight 
E Indiſpoſition, occaſioned ſuch a Diſaſter to 


befall her, 2 


This Lady was one of thoſe, that profeſs 
outwardly a great Regard to Virtue and 
Reputation; but whoſe private Conduct bor · 
ders very nearly, if it not quite touch 
upon Vice. She liked the Perſon and Beha- 
viour of Will Ramble extremely well, and his 
being a young Gentleman under Age was no 
Impediment to his Addreſſes to her. She 
gave him all the Encouragement he could 
reaſonably wiſh for; but as ſhe was a Lady 
of great Gallantry, and had many Admirers, 
from whom ſne received the Offering of a 
great deal of. Incenſe and Adulation, fo ſhe 
expected the ſame from all her Lovers indif- 
criminately; which occaſioned Mill Ramble 
to be much longer in purſuing his Am:ur 
with her, before he could bring it to a 
Completion, than he at firſt expected. 
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As he was obliged to make a good Ap- 

pearance, in order to obtain his Deſign 
with this Lady, he hired a Footman, and 
cloathed himſelf in the gayeſt Dreſs that 
his Pocket would afford; which would not 
long have upheld him, in the ſplendid Way 
of Living he was in at preſent, had it not 
been for his fortunate Succeſs at the Play- 
Table; where Louiſa s Money again prov- 
ed ſo lucky to him, that, in a ſhort Time, 
he found himſelf Maſter of 4007. more than 
at his firſt coming to Batb. And as he 
thought the Poſſeſſion of the Lady he 
courted, was an Object more worthy of 
his Purſuit than the Profits of the Gaming- 
Table, (for he was not at all avaritious) 
ſo he relinquiſhed the latter, that he might 
the ſooner compaſs his Deſires with the 
other: By which Proceeding, he had the 
Fortune to render the Money that he had 
won, of great Service to him, in the Courſe 
of his Amour. 


In the Interval of Time, while theſe 
Things happened to Vill Ramble, Mr. 
Merit's Daughter fretted ſo much, at not 
hearing from him but once, ſince his laſt 
Letter to his Siſter, and not being able 

| | | to 
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to diſcover what Courſe of Life he purſued» 
that this, together with the Violence of the 
Paſſion ſhe entertained for him, and to 
which ſhe had no Hopes of ever meeting 
with any Return, flung her. into a violent 
Fit of Sickneſs; out of which all the Art 
of the Doctors had much ado to recover 


her. | 


However, when ſhe began to come a lit- 
tle to her Health again, they unanimouſly 
adviſed her to go to the Bath for perfecti 
it: And as her Father was exceſſively my 
of her, he reſolved; that himſelf and Anelia 
ſhould take a Tour thither to accompany 
her : So they ſpeedily ſet out for thatPlace 
ſo much celebrated for the curing Diſeaſes, 
and conſuming of Fortunes; where, in 
about a Week's Time, they arrived very 
fafely. | 7 


Will Ramble by his continual Afſiduity 
on his new Charmer, was by Time be- 
come as completely happy as it was in 
her Power to make him, without beſtow- 
ing her whole Fortune upon him : Which 
Will did not much regard, as he really 
thought it not ſufficient to compenſate his 
dragging along the matrimonial Chain : 

| Cs And 


And ſhe was as perfectiy eaſy on her Side, 
with regard to entering into any ſuch En- 
gagement, as he could be. This Lady was 
- one of thoſe, that can perceive the Perfec- 
tions and Accompliſhments of a young gen- 
teel Fellow, and diftinguiſh him by their 
Favours in private, without conſenting to 
make him their Maſter in the Way of Ma- 
trimony. It is probable, ſhe could have 
liked Vill Ramble for a Huſband, had not 
her Pride and Gallanty oppoſed ſuch an 
Inclination. The former being only to be 
ratified with ſuch a Title and Eſtate, as 
Vill had not the leaſt View of ever arriving 
at; and thi latter requiring Pleaſure for its 
Object, which ſhe found it to be in her 
Power to procure, without making a Sa- 
_crifice of her Ambition thereto. 


Will Ramble was here purſuing his Di- 
verſions, and living in the moſt ex- 
travagant Manner, without the leaſt 

Thoughts or Expectations of his Guar- 
dian's being upon the Spot; when one 
Morning, Re was'pre ſly furprized at 
meeting with him, and the two young 
Ladies in the Pump- Room. Will made 
Up to them, and paid his Refpects to Mr. 

An, in ine moſt handſome Manner 
_ - , . An 
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035 
and humbly requeſted the Favour, to be 
permitted to wait on him, and the L. a- 
dies home to their Lodgings ; which Mr 


Merit readily granted, being very we: 
pleaſed at ſeeing him make ſuch a goo 
Appearance, and behave with ſo much 
Politeneſs. Amelia was overjoyed at ſee- 
ing her Brother again; and as for Low/a, 
ſhe was ſo terribly agitated, at this un- 
expected Meeting, that it was not with- 
out great Difficulty ſhe preſerved herſelf 
from fainting away: But by the Aſſiſtance 
of a Glaſs of Water from the Pump, and 


the Company. 


On their Arrival at Mr. Merit's Lodg- 
ings, Will paid him a proper Submiſſion 
as bis Guardianz and framed , 


Excuſes for his Elopement from the U- 
niverſity. In return to which, Mr. Merit 
read him a very ſevere Lecture gn. his 


Conduct; and alſo adviſed him to return 


bis 


again to his Studies at the College, 
the moſt likely Means of improving | | 
Fortune: Promiſing withal, to allow him 

a very handſome Subſiſtence to ſupport him 

there, till ſuch Time as he ſhould come gf 


Age. 06 2 
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- Hill underwent his Guardian's Docu- 


ments, and received his Admonitions and 


Advice, with great Patience, though he 
could by no Means reſolve in his own 
Mind to conform to the latter. How- 
ever, he defired ſome Time to conſider 
upon it, which Mr. Merit very readily 
granted; and Will, during their Stay at 
Bath ſpent moſt of his Time at their Lodg- 
ings, only going to Bed at his own. 
The conſtant View of Louiſa's ſuperior 
Charms, which this Accident afforded him 
a freſh Opportunity of contemplating, 
and the Delight he met with in her Com- 

any and Converſation, ſoon- eraſed all the 

mpreſſions that the other Lady had made 
on his Mind. His Deſire to the latter was 
3 by the Poſſeſſion of the greateſt 

avour ſhe could grant; and thoſe Charms 
he before beheld in her, in Louiſa's Ab- 
ſence, were ſo much eclipſed by her Preſence, 
that they had not Efficacy enough to retain 
his Heart, from whence it had already been 


Pre · engaged. og 
As it was impoſſible, that ſuch a Beau- 
ty as Louiſa, could be long in ſo publick 
'@ Place as Bath, without being * 
; _ £93 


blick 
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a3 ſo Wil”s Aſſiduity on her, ſoon 


reached the Ears of the former Lady, 
who reſenting his Inconſtancy, found 
Means to break off all Converſation with 
him. Ds 


CH AP. 
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CHAP, VI. 
Containing a very unexpefed Incident. 


[L L Ramble being thus furniſhed 
with this unexpected Opportunity of 
converſing again with Louiſe, was reſolved 
to improve it to the utmoſt, by declaring 
his Paſſion to her, which he accordingly 
did. But whatever Reluctance it might 
be to her to decline encouraging his Ad- 
dreſſes, ſhe told him, that he muſt not ex- 
pect her to return him any Anſwer, till ſhe 
met with ſome convincing Proofs, of his 

being fully determined to abandon the vi- 
cious Courſe of Life, which he then fol- 
lowed. Will made great Proteſtations of 
his deſigning to amend it, as ſoon as he 
ſhould come into A N of his Fortune; 
but pleaded ſtrongly, by way of Apol 

for dis Gaming; ſaying, that 3 
Merit would not allow him any Thing to 
* ſubliſt on, without he returned to the 
© Univerſity, ſo he had no other Means 
< whereby to ſupport himſelf as a Gentle- 
man.“ She preſſed him very much to 
comply with her Father's Requeſt, as it 
would be ſuch a ſhort Time before he af 
rive 
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rived at Age: But Vill could not oblige 
her in this Point, on Account. of his for- 
mer Conduct while at the College, which 
was too recent to be yet obliterated: How- 
ever, he made a very handſome Excuſe 
for not performing her Requeſt, urging 
that a cloſe Application to Study proved 
very prejudicial to his Health. 


During this Company's being at Bath, 


Captain Fohn Merit, who was quartered at 
Saliſbury, tound Means of going thither un- 
known to his Father; where he had ſeve- 
ral private Interviews with Amelia; being 
induced thereto by receiving a Letter from 
her, wherein he was informed, that, 'in a 
ſhort Time, Mr. Merit would return again 
to his Seat in Tortſhire; and on their com- 
ing thither, he would certainly beſtow her 
in Marriage on the Squire his Rival. 


As the C 


in could get to Bath, but 
two 3 re the Time that Mr. Morit 
was to ſet out from thence; he and Amelia 
had but a little while to concert Meaſures 
together, how to diſappoint the young 
Squire, of his intended Bride. However, 
aged Matters ſo well, that the firſt 
Departure, he 
overtook them at an Inn; and found 
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Means, with the Aſſiſtance and Contri- 
Amelia off 


vance of his Siſter, to car 
with him, in a Poſt-Chaiſe by Night, in 
which he drove away with her directly. 


When Mr. Merit was to ſet out the next 
. Morning, they were all mightily ſurprized 
at miſſing of Amelia: And Louiſa ſeemed as 
much aſtoniſhed at it, as though ſhe had 
known no more of the Affair than them- 
ſelves. For thoughthey lay together, yet ſhe 
averred, that, being faſt aſleep, ſhe never 

rceived Amelia get up, or miſſed her out 
of the Bed till Morning. And, on mak- 
ing farther Enquiry concerning Amelia in 
the Inn, they were informed by the Cham- 
berlain, that a Gentleman arrived there a- 
bout Nine o'Clock the Night before, who 
went inſtantly to Bed, and ordered him to 
call him in about three Hours, which he 
did: And that ſoon after, one of the 
young Ladies came down Stairs, and they 
drank a little mulled Wine in the Kitchen; 
and then both went away together, in the 
Poſt-Chaiſe, which the Gentleman came 
in. 


As the Captain took Care not to appear 


at this Inn in any Regimental Dreſs, and 


had no Cockade in his Hat, ſo the Cham- 
berlain 
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rlain was not apprized of his being an 
Officer; neither had Mr. Merit any Suſpi- 


cion, from the Deſcription that was given 
of him, that it was his Son: But imagined 
it to be ſome of thoſe gay Fellows, who ap- 


pear in Crouds at Bath, that had decoyed 


Anelia "oy from his Cars: Which he was 
the more 

W cntertained a very good Opinion of her, 
and had never obſerved, that ſhe had con- 
W tracted any Intimacy with the Beaux, dur- 
ing their Stay there. However, as it was 
& manifeſt, that ſhe had made an Elopement 
from him, he thought it his Duty to pur- 


urprized' at, as he had always 


ſue her, in order, it poſſible, to prevent a- 
ny ill Conſequences that might attend this 
raſh Action of her's. And, therefore, in- 
ſtead of proceeding to his Seat in Yorkſhire, 
he ordered the Coachman to drive the 
neareſt Way, to get into the London Road; 
as he imagined, that this muſt be the 
Route they had taken, from the Oſtler's 
Information of the Way they ſet out : For 
had they a Mind to have returned to Bath, 
they muſt have gone directly the contrary 
Way. Indeed, Mr. Merit's Impatience to 
recover his Ward, was ſuch, that he would 
fain have purſued her on Horſeback, had 
not his Daughter repreſented to him the 

ex- 
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exceſſive Fatigue of ſuch a long J ourney, 


that Way, to a Man of his Years. 


Mr. Merit ordered his Coachman to 
drive as faſt as his Horſes would go; and, 
on the Road, he enquired at every Town, 
and Village, they came to, deſcribing her 
Perſon and Dreſs; but he could hear no 
Tidings of her, till he came to Reading. 
Here he learnt, that ſhe had paſſed through 
the Town two Days before, in Company 
with two Gentlemen, the one in the Poſt- 
Chaiſe with her, and the other on Horſe- 
back: Whereupon he continued his Pur- 
ſuit, till he and his Daughter arrived at 
London; where they went to reſide toge- 
ther at a Widow-Lady's, Mr. Merit's late 
Wife's Siſter, who lived near Queen-Square, 
Weſtminſter. Here we ſhall leave them for 


the preſent, to ſee what really became 
Ancha. — 
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urney, 

CH: A P.. VII. 
an to | 5 
and, In odd Re-Encounter on the Road ; and the. 
Town, Conſequences thereof. 
ng her 
ear no N the very next Day that Mr. Merit 
eading. and the two young Ladies left Bath, 
rough Vill Ramble alſo oe out from thence. to 
npany, ¶ London, having firſt taken his leave of 
; Poſt- WE them in a very tender Manner: At which, 
Horſe- Mr. Merit told him, that as he was now ſo. 
s Pur- near being of Age, he ſhould not exert his 
ved at Authority over him as a Guardian, either 
toge - to compel him to return again to the Col- 
's late lege, or to go Home with them; but ſhould 
Square, leave him to his own Diſcretion, as he 
m for thought he was at Years of Maturity, and 


had ſeen ſufficient of the World, to avoid 
the Snares of it. Will, in return, declared, 
that ſome particular Affairs prevented his 
obeying him in either at preſent; but that 
it ſhould not be long, before he would 
take an Opportunity of waiting on him, at 
his Seat, and thendetermine upon his future 
Courſe of Life. _ 


Our Readers may, -perhaps, blame Mr. 
Merit for Neglect of Duty to his Ward, in 
not 
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5 n 
not enquiring particularly into his Circum- N ter tl 
ſtances, and Manner of living, eſpecially, 
as he made ſuch a gay Appearance as we Wl Cap 
related before. But, really, the old Gen- do the 
tleman had before taken him to taſk very Mor ch: 
roundly upon this Matter; when | could. 
Ramble aſſured him, that he was generouſly for th 
ſupported by ſome particular Friends, who Day's 
were reſolved to aſſiſt him till he ſhould ar- inte tl 
rive at Age; and having lately, as we ob- took | 
ſerved before, pretty much declined the light : 
Play-Tables, Mr. Merit could not get In- con: 
telligence of his being addicted to Gaming; Wl eq che 
and, as for the Reſt, he reſolved to leave 
him to his own Conduct, and wait the Th 

Event. | the C 
; 2 Parlo 

The Reaſon of Will's quitting Bath ſo for it. 
ſoon, was the Expenſiveneſs of the Place, ſo be 
and the Seaſon being near at an End, the Nit: 2 
Company were daily drawing away. He MW {..... 
would have accompanied his beloved Lou- mille 
% back again to Mr. Merit's, but could I her 
not endure the Thoughts of returning a- ....; 

gain to the College, which Mr. Merit was S 

continually perſuading him to do, and he WW 
knew, he ſhould incur his utmoſt Diſ- Pare 
. Pleaſure on an abſolute Denial; therefore, WM . 
to gain Time, he thought it to be the beſt Lad: 


Expedient to return to London, which * 
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De took, as we ſaid before, the very Day 
4 after their Departure. 


Captain Merit alſo, when he had got in- 


Wo the Poſt-Chaiſe at the Inn, drove away 
5 for that Metropolis, as hard as poſſibly he 
could, judging it to be the ſafeſt Place 
for their Retreat; but as he had near a 
Day's Journey to go, before he could come 
into the main Road, ſo Vill Ramble over- 
took them at Newbury, and happened to a- 
light at the very Inn where they put up, 
ſoon after the Captain akd his Siſter arriv- 
Jed there. | 


The Captain had ordered a Supper, and 
the Cloth was laid in a little Room, or 


| Parlour, where he and Amelia were waiting 
for its getting ready. Will Ramble had al- - 


ſo been ſhewn into a Room adjoining to 
it; and going into the Kitchen, to give 
ſome Orders about his Bed, on his Return 
miſtook the Room-Door, and opened that 
wherein the Captain and Amelia were ſitting 
together, | | 


Will, ſeeing Company there, begged 
Pardon, and was going to withdraw, when 
turning his Head, to have a Look at the 
Lady, he immediately knew her to y his 

e | Siſter ; 
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Siſter; and ſhe knowing him the Minute 

of his Entrance, was ſo confounded with 

Surprize, imagining, he was come in Pur. 

ſuit of her, that ſhe was almoſt ſpeechleſs: 

But on his uttering theſe Words: What 

© Siſter !—how came you here?“ ſhe found 

the Uſe of her Tongue ſufficient to anſwerlif 

him: — © Indeed, Brother, I did not ex 

pect of meeting with you.” ; 


As neither Vill nor the Captain had ever 
ſeen one another before, ſo he had no Ima- 


gination of his being Mr. Merits eldeſ a 
Son; and having ſeen Amelia ſet out in the Anſo 
Coach with Mr. Merit and his Daughter Anmel 
he, at firſt, could hardly believe his own ther, 
Eyes, till he heard her Voice, which con-. that 

firmed them. Whereupon, he directy ber 
thought, that the Gentleman in Compamj there 
had trepanned her away from the Care e led; 

her Guardian; which he had the mor his D 

Room to conjecture, as Mr. Merit had ac- 
quainted him, that, on his Return to his As 
Country- Seat, he intended to beſtow her ini contr 
Marriage, on a young Gentleman of upon 
large Eſtate in the Neighbourhood ; and prele: 
had even invited Will to be preſent at ti mend 
Solemnization of the Nuptials. * It 1 
6 : a © 4 


After © thor 
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Minute 

ed wih After exchanging a few Words with his 
in Pur: Siſter, and finding her to be ſomewhat at a 
echleſs: Loſs, to account for what Motive brought 
« Wha her thither, Vill directly addreſſed his 
e found Diſcourſe to the Captain; and in a rough 


» an{werl 
NOT ex- 


Manner, (being a little inclined to the i- 
@ raſcible, when there was any juſt Occaſion 
for it) he aſked him, what Pretenſions he 
had to his Siſter, and how he came by 


had eve her. | 

no Ima: a 

's eldel ie Captain was going to re 

it in the Anſwer, in as dicguttal N 
aughter Anelia prevented, by acquainting her Bro- 
his own ther, that it was Captain John Merit; and 
ich con- that her Guardian had got tim to conduct 
directy ber to London, to wait for his Arrival 
ompani there, and obſerve what Sort of Life he 
Care off led; he having, as ſhe ſaid, Intelligence of 
* 2 his Deſign to return thither. 

had ac- 


As this Anſwer was none of the 
contrived, and alſo was a little - 0 
upon the Tart, for Vill to endure on the 
preſent Occafion, ſo it rather marred than 
mended the Matter: For, Will, thinkin 
it very improbable, directly replied is ber 
* That as for his Courle of Life, he 
thought himſelf not obliged to account for 

| * it 
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© to any Body. — That in a ſhort Time H 
© ſhould be out of Mr. Merit's Juriſdiction 
© . — But that he was determined to knowl 
* what Way of Life ſhe was going to purſu 
before ever he parted with her.” | 


The Captain, on finding Will Ramble i 
hot, (which indeed he was but ſeldom) de 
fired, he would fit down and ſup wid 
them, and he would ſatisfy him in whatevelif 


he ſhould require, concerning his Siſter, MPith t 
far as his Knowledge reached. propol 
This mild Speech very ſoon pacified V 7 
and indeed he would not at firſt have been ith tl 
rough, had he been acquainted with the reed 
Captain, and not had ſo much Reaſon dies 
ſulpect, that his Siſter had been decoyeſPiſter 
away from her Guardian, for the Sake unh 
her Fortune or Perſon; the former M autire 
which, though but ſmall, in compariſon e Ca; 
many others, was yet ſufficient to induct]F'<!y 
ſome Sparks, to attempt the carrying hei erly. 
—_ Pentle: 
IM ES t his) ] 

The Captain, on Will's ſitting dom Cu 
with them, immediately rang for a Bott Siſt 
of Liſbon; and having drank together, *P*411 
while Supper was preparing, he informed of b 
Will of the mutual Affection that had ſub bab! 
fuse or. 
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[ted between him and Amelia, ever ſince 
diction e frſt Time that he ſaw her, when 
o knall e came to his Father's, and Vill was 
purſu one to the Univerſity. He alſo gave him 
Wn Account of the unpoliſhed Perſon, and 
Nanners of the Squire, for whom Mr. 
amble HM it deſigned her; acquainting him, that 
om) ey had concerted this Method, to deprive 
1p vid he Squire of his intended Spouſe; and 
hatevel hat he and Amelia were going to London, 
iſter, ith the utmoſt Expedition, where they 
@ropoſed to be married together. i 


— 


"ime h 


Will Ramble was very well acquainted 
vich the Efficacy of Politeneſs, and Good- 
reeding, in gaining the Favour of the 


1ed Wil 
been (Ml 
vith th 


eaſon Madies; and therefore could not blame his 
decoyed diſter for endeavouring to eſcape leading 
Sake n unhappy Life with a clowniſh Country- 
rmer M quire; whoſe Ruſticity both Amelia and 
ariſon lie Captain had deſcribed to him, in very 


vely Colours: And indeed Will had, for- 
:erly, ſome Knowledge himſelf of the 
Pentleman, both while he was at Home 
t his, Father's, and ſinee he had been at 


5 induce 


ying het 


1g down is Guardian's. He was alſo very glad of 
2 Bott i Siſter's having the Fortune to gain the 
together Haptain's Love: But he thought the Sto- 
informs y of his going to marry her/a'little im- 
had ſubrbable; as he knew, ſhe had not a For- 
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tune adequate to what the Captain might 


expect, from the large Eſtate he would be 


in Poſſeſſion of, at his Father's Deceaſe. 


However, he told them, as it was ſo, he 


would be no Hinderance to his Siſter's fy. 


ture Happineſs : But deſired, that as they 
were met together upon the Road, and 


were all going to the ſame Place, that he 
might be permitted to keep them Com- 
pany, and alſo be a Witneſs to their Mar. 
riage. Upon this, the Captain replied: 
That to convince him, he had no baſk 
Deſigns on his Siſter, he himſelf ſhould 
get into the Poſt-Chaiſe, and conduct her 


to Town, and he would attend them on 


Wilkam's Horſe. 


Having all ſupped together, they went 
to their reſpective Chambers; and early 
the next Morning ſet out for London, in the 
Manner that the Captain had propoſed: 
And theſe were the two young Gentlemen 
in whoſe Company Amelia had been ſeen at 
Reading, where Mr. Merit obtained the 
firſt Intelligence of her. 


As they made | ho more Stay on the 
Road than, was juſt neceſſary, they ſoon 
arrived at London; where Will Ramble "_ 
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by this Time, pretty well acquainted : He 
immediately provided Lodgings for his 
Siſter ; and the Captain went to lodge at an 
Acquaintance's, till his intended Nuptials 
with Amelia could be performed. 
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CHAP. VII. 


bn which Will Ramble has a very unerpected 
Interview with a particular Perſon. 


"TILL Rambles Siſter not being uſed 

to this hurrying Way of travelling, 
the Fatigue of ſo long a Journey, and the 
foggy ſmoaky Air of London, flung her in- 
to a very bad Fit of Sickneſs ; whereby the 
Captain was obliged to poſtpone his Nup- 
tials till her Recovery; during which 
Time, he received a Letter from his Com- 
manding-Officer, requiring his Attendance 
at his Regiment, from whence he had de- 
parted, without aſking Permiſſion. 


The Captain was obliged to obey this 
Summons ; and Amelia being too ill to tra- 
vel to Saliſbury along with him, he took a 
tender Leave of her, and committing her 
to the Care of her Brother, ſet out for his 
Quarters, in Hopes of a ſpeedy Return. 
He alſo left her Twenty Guineas, and an 
Order on the Agent of the Regiment, to 

ay her what Money ſhe ſhould want in 
bis Abſence, out of the Allowance for his 
Subſiſtance. 
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Amelia continued ſo ill for ſome Time 
after the Captain's Departure, that ſhe was 
not able to ſtir out of her Chamber ; not- 
withſtanding which, ſhe had very little of 
her Brother's Company, whoſe Time was 


too much taken up at the Gaming-Table, 


tor him to regard any Thing elſe. 


As Amelia had not yet appeared abroad, 
ſince her Arrival at London, ſo it was al- 
moſt impoſſible for Mr. Merit, her Guar- 


dian, to obtain any Intelligence of her 


there.' And thinking, that, by this Time, 


| ſhe had completely accompliſhed her Ruin, 


with ſome young Fellow or other, on whom 
ſhe had ſettled her Affection, he gave over 


Jall Hopes of hearing of her; till ſuch 
Time as ſome one ſhould come to demand 


her Fortune out of his Hands ; which he 
vas daily in Expectation of meeting with, 
and wondered, that it had not happened 
before now. He began, therefore, to have 
lome Thoughts of ſetting out for York/bire; 


Put as he had brought his Daughter Louiſa 


o Town with him, and ſhe had never been 
at London before, he was willing ſhe ſhould 
ee all the Diverſions and Entertainments 
hat magnificent City afforded. And 
s there was a young Gentlewoman, that 
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lodged and boarded in the ſame Houſe 
with Mr. Merit; ſhe and Louiſa con- 
tracted an Intimacy together, and by 
her Louiſa was conducted to ſee the O- 
peras, Plays and other Entertainments, 
during her Stay in Town. 


yet | 
point 
next 
portu 
to he 
ſpect: 
by c 
Tow: 
Happ 
at thi 


Being together one Night at Covent-Gar- 
den Theatre, Will Ramble happened to be 
ſeated in the next Box; for, as we ſaid 
before, the Play-Houſe was a Place of fre- the K 
quent Reſort with him. He immediately 
diſcovered Louiſa, at her firſt Entrance ; Mr 
and inſtantly changed his Place, and went Ml thus 1 

into the ſame Box to her; the Houſe be- only 
ing not extraordinary full of Company, on Courſ 
Account of the wonderful Exploits, which pectat 
the famous Bottle-Conjuror had promiſed I able t. 
to exhibit, that Night, at the little Theatre ¶ having 
in the Hay-Market ; which he had ſo over- ¶ Louiſe, 
thronged with Spectators, as very much it. 
thinned both the other Play-Houſes. ** 
/ 


Of all the Sights that Louiſa had been which 
entertained with, ſince her coming to ſtrong! 
Town, that of Will Ramble, as it was the Was toc 
moſt unexpected, was alſo the moſt agree · ¶ ver, th 
able. And though the other young Lady I fer Sup 
in Company with her, was ſome Obſtacle ¶ Day, z 
to their entering into a free Converſation, ¶ Louiſa 1 
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. | 
yet they found Means to make an Ap- 
intment, where to meet together the 
next Day. Mill not only took this Op- 
portunity of conducting Louiſa ſafe home 
to her Lodgings, but alſo paid his Re- 
ſpects to Mr. Merit at the ſame Time, 
by congratulating him on his being in 
Town; and alſo expreſſed great Joy at the 
Happineſs in meeting with his Daughter, 
at the Play- Houſe, whereby he came at 
the Knowledge of their being in London. 


Mr. Merit was not a little pleaſed at 
thus meeting with Vill Ramble; as he not 
only hoped thereby to diſcover what 
Courſe of Life he led, but alſo was in Ex- 
pectation, that by his Means, he might be 
able to trace out Amelia, As for Will's 
having any Inclination for his Daughter 
Louiſa, he had not the leaſt Suſpicion of 


it. 


Will ſtayed Supper with them: During 
which Mr. Merit interrogated him very 
ſtrongly concerning his Siſter; but ill 
was too much a Man of Honour to diſco- 
ver, that he knew any Thing of her. Af- 
ter Supper, Will went away; and the next 
Day, according to Aſſignation, he and 
Louiſa met together at a great Toy-Shop z 
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from whence he conducted her to his Siſ. 
ter's Lodgings, whom he had called 
upon that Morning, and made acquainted 
with his meeting with Louiſa, the Night 
before, at the Play-Houſe, and of their 
Aſſignation together. This gave Amelia 
Abundance of Pleaſure, and ſhe deſired, 
that he would bring her thither along with 
him; for the Friendſhip between them was 
too ſtrong for Amelia to fear being betray- 
ed by her; eſpecially as ſne had been en- 
truſted with the Secret of her intended 
Flight with the Captain, even before it 
was put in Execution. N 


Louiſa was met by Amelia with the 
kindeſt Embraces, and greateſt Proteſtati- 
ons of Joy. And Louiſa would fain have 

erſuaded her to have gone Home with 
66 to Mr. Merit's Lodgings, urging the 
melancholy Lite that ſhe muſt needs lead 
during the Captain's Abſence, in a Place 
where ſhe had 'no Acquaintance, and 
where her Brother was too much taken up 
with his Diverſions to accompany her. 
But Amelia not knowing how to excuſe her 
Conduct to her Guardian, and being alſo 
in great Expectations of the Captain's 
making no long Stay at his Quarters, ab- 
ſolutely refuſed to comply with ys. 
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(57) | 
Requeſt : Who finding her ſo obſtinate in 
her Reſolution, promiſed to viſit her, as 
often as ſhe could find any Opportunity, 
during her Father's Stay in Town. 


Will Ramble being now again got very 
low in Pocket, applied himſelf to Mr. Me- 
rit for Aſſiſtance ; who, as Will made a 
very genteel Appearance, generouſly ſup- 
plied him with a Hundred Pounds : But 
Will venturing very deep at Play, loſt it 
all in Three or Four Night's-time. 


Being now quite deſtitute of Caſh, and 
not having the Face to endeavour at ob- 
taining any more, at preſent, from Mr. 
Merit, he ſollicited his Siſter Amelia for 
Money; which by the Captain's before- 
mentioned Generoſity, he knew that ſhe 
could not be without: And ſhe directly let 
him have Ten Guineas, But as Will's ill 
Run at Play was to continue longer than 
the Hundred Pounds laſted, he alſo loft 
this in a Night's time; and the Expences 
that his Siſter had been at, ſince ſhe had 
been in Town, and during her Illneſs, 


rendered her incapable of ſupplying him 


with any more at preſent ; eſpecially as ſhe 
was cautious of giving Captain Merit any 
Room to think her extravagant. How- 
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(53) 
ever, ſhe took an Opportunity of acquaint- 
ing Louiſa with his Diſtreſs, in Hopes that 
ſhe might prevail with her Father to aſſiſt 
him; nor knowing what a Sum he had 
lately received from Mr. Merit. 


Louiſa did not ſtand to tronble her Fa- 
ther about the Matter; but having a Fifty 
Pound Bank-Note by her, which Mr. Me- 
rit had given her, to lay out for herſelf, 
while in Town ; ſhe very generouſly deli- 
vered it o Amelia, deſiring her to give it 
to her Brother, and take the Acknowledg- 
ment to herſelf. 


As Will Ramble had now no nearer 


2% * — of obtaining Louiſa, than formerly, 
ſo ſo 


me Time before her Arrival in Town, 
he had taken an Orange-Wench, whom 
he was very fond of, from one of the 
Play-Houſes into keeping; and the ex- 
travagant Manner that ſhe lived in, 
had involved Mill ſo deeply in Debt, 
that this Money, which he received thro' 
his Siſter's Hands, was hardly ſufficient 
to diſcharge it. But as his Fondneſs 
for this Girl decreaſed, now Louiſa was 
conſtantly in his Sight, ſo he paid off 


what ſhe had contracted, and diſcharged 


her : 
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her: When having a pretty good Ru 
at Play, with the ſmall 28 be 
made ſhift to ſubſiſt for ſome Time 
longer, without the Aſſiſtance of a freſh 
Supply from any other Hand. 
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CH AP. N. 


An extraordinary Adventure of Amelia“, 
and what happened thereupon. 


A E L I A having now pretty well 


recovered her Health, went frequent- 
ly to take the Air in the Park, at ſuch 
Times as ſhe was ſure of not meeting with 


Mr. Merit there. 


As ſhe was walking one Day in the 
Mall, a young Nobleman took particular 
Notice of her, and could not forbear ad- 
miring her Charms; the Sight of which 
ſtruck him with ſuch Surprize, that he was 
reſolved to know who ſhe was: Wherefore 
he kept her in his Eye, till ſuch Time as 
he ſaw her get into a Chair, in order to go 
home. 


He was proceeding to follow the Chair, 
when upon Recollection, he knew the Men 
that carried it; and was alſo known to 
them, . as they had had many a good Fare 
of his Lordſhip, in their Leathern Vehicle, 
Therefore ſtepping up to the hindermoſt, 
he whiſpered him to bring him Word to 
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(61) 
a particular Coffee-Houſe, near St. James's, 
whereabouts they ſet. the Lady down, and 
he would give him a Crown for his Trouble. 
The Fellow immediately anſwered yes, 
and pleaſe your Lordſhip. Whereupon 
knowing that he was right in his Mark, he 
went to the Coffee-Houſe, to wait for the 
Chairman's coming. 


As the Fellow whom he employed on 
this Occaſion, had formerly been a Foot- 
man, and was well verſed in ſuch Sort of 
Buſineſs, as the preſent; he not only 
brought his Lordſhip Word back again of 
where he had ſet Amelia down, but alſo 
her Name and Quality, as far as he could 
learn. That is, he informed him ſhe was 
a young Lady that was come out of the 
Country with an Officer, in order to be 


married to him; but a Fit of Illneſs had 


hitherto obliged them to poſtpone the 
Match. 


His Lordſhip rewarded the Chairman 
according to his Promiſe, and began to 
contrive Means how to get acquainted 
with her. But not hitting upon any 
Stratagem to his Mind, he put on a good 
Aſſurance, and taking a Chair one Morn- 


ing, goes directly to her Lodgings; and 


orders 
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orders his Footman to acquaint the Perſon her 

that opened the Door, with his Name, and herſe 
that he was come to wait on her upon ſome 

Buſineſs of very great Conſequence. Hi 

to be 

Amelia was prodigiouſly ſurprized at a was 

Viſit from this Nobleman; and as ſhe knew W with | 


not what the Affair might be that he had havine 
to impart to her, ſhe very readily gave Nhe wa 
him Admittance, and his Lordſhip was would 
accordingly conducted up Stairs to her. W acquai 
After ſome Ceremonies and Compliments, MW He th 
for the Boldneſs of this Intruſion, he ac- If the pre 
quainted her with his having ſeen her, as I that he 
ſhe was walking in the Park, ever ſince WW ing on 
which Time he had not been able to take MW him A; 
the leaſt Reſt, till he had made a Dil- W ceive \ 
covery of his Paſſion to her; which he ſuch an 
hoped ſhe would receive with the greater I mit of! 
Tenderneſs, as he aſſured her it was found- ¶ Directic 
ed on. the moſt ardent Love and Eſteem. 
| | | Notw 
Amelia was ſo confounded at this De-WLordſhi; 
claration, that ſhe hardly knew what An- I vards uf 
ſwer to make to his Lordſhip. However, ¶ became 
ſhe returned him ſuch a one, as was farfwas obli, 
from giving him any 2 of availing . Houſe tc 
himſelf by his Addreſſes to her, though itſever he c 
was delivered in as polite a Manner, asYTimes, | 
. tance. 
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fon her Surprize would allow her to expreſs 
and herſelf in. 
ome 


His Lordſhip having had the Fortune 
to be a very lucky Man in his Amours, 
was not uſed to have his Addreſſes meet 
with ſuch a Reception as at preſent : But 
having thus found Means to break the Ice, 
he was in Hopes that Anelia's frozen Heart 
would ſoon be thawed, when ſhe was better 
acquainted with his Rank and Quality. 
He therefore took his Leave of her, for 
the preſent, having firſt humbly requeſted, 
that he might have the Permiſſion of wait- 
ing on her again. To which ſhe returned 
him Anſwer, that ſhe was not uſed to re- 
ceive Viſits from any Gentlemen, upon 
ſuch an Account, neither could ſhe well ad- 
mit of his Lordſhip's, as ſhe was under the 
Direction of her Brother. 


Notwithſtanding this polite Denial, his 
Lordſhip made her ſeveral Viſits after- 
wards upon the ſame Errand ; and at laft 
became ſo troubleſome to Amelia, that ſhe 
was obliged to order the Servant of the 
Houſe to deny her being at Home, when- 
ever he called again; which he did ſeveral 
Times, but without gaining any Admit- 


tance, . 
Finding 
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Finding by this, how ill Matters went 
on his Side, he wrote her ſeveral Billet. 
- doux, but could never obtain any Anſwer 
from her : Wherefore he reſolved to pro- 
cure that by Art and Contrivance, which 
all his Addreſs and Aſſurance was not able 
to make him Maſter of. 


In order to this, he applied himſelf to an 
antient Lady, whom he had often made 
Uſe of in the Buſineſs of Procuring, at 
which ſhe was as dexterous as famous, that 
ſhe might lend him her Aſſiſtance on the 
preſent Occaſion, which he directly com- 
municated to her. This Lady lived next 
Door but one to where Mr. Merit had 
taken up his Reſidence; of whom neither 
his Lordſhip, nor ſhe, had the leaſt Know: 
ledge as being Guardian to Amelia. 


Upon his Lordſhip's opening the Affair 
to her, ſhe contrived to ſend her own Maid 
with a Letter to Amelia; informing her, 
that being acquainted with the Captain, 
ſhe had juſt received a Letter from him, 
wherein was another encloſed for her, with 
Orders not to deliver it into any Hand: 
but her on; and being at that Time ſo 
indi ſpoſed, that ſhe was not able to go out 


of 


1 
of Doors, humbly requefted the Favour 
that ſhe would come to her Houle and re- 


S Went Bl ceive it. 
Billet- 
\nſwer Wh As the Captain had miſſed Writing to 


o pro- Amelia for two Poſts before, (a Neglect 
which that he was ſeldom guilty of) ſo ſhe had no 
ot able Manner of Suſpicion of the Veracity of the 
old Lady's Meſſage. However ſhe was in 
ſome Heſitation about going, as ſhe knew 


If to an her Guardian lodged in the ſame Street : 
made But the Impatience of knowing what this 
ing, At extraordinary Letter of the Captain's 
us, that Bi ſhould contain, put her out of her Bias of 
on the Prudence, and ſhe directly took Coach and 
com- went thither, having firſt ſent away the 
ed neu Servant, with Orders to acquaint her Miſ- 
11 had treſs, that ſne would be with her in half an 
neither I Hour's Time. 


 Know- 


On the Servant's Return, both his Lord- 
ſhip and the good motherly Gentlewoman, 


e Affa BY were exceeding well pleaſed at hearing 
on Maid how finely their Lure had taken; and in a 
ing her, ſhort Time after Amelia arrived at the Door 
a in a Hackney Coach. 

om him, 

er, with Mr. Merit being at that Time at Home 
A wy" in his Lodgings, and walking about the 
Time 


Dining Room; on his hearing a ſmart 


of 
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Rap, that was given by the Coachman at 
the Door, had the Curioſity to look 
out and ſee who was come to viſit 
his Neighbours. When, immediately af— 
ter, he Tow Amelia alight out of the Coach; 
whom he ſhould directly have known, even 
though he had not ſeen her Face; but he 
happened to have ſuch a View of it, in her 
getting out of the Coach, that it was im- 
poſſible he ſhould be deceived. 


Struck with the greateſt Conſternation 
and Surprize, at this unexpected Sight, he 
inſtantly rung the Bell, and ordering the 
Servant to call his Siſter-in-Law, the Lady 
of the Houſe, up Stairs to him: She com- 
ing up, he ſhewed her the Door, and en- 
quired of her who lived at that Houſe, 
None of my Acquaintance, Heavens be 
« praiſed for it! Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, © _— 
they are my Neighbours —it is kept by 
© as errant a Harradan, old Toad, as ever 
trod Shoe of Leather; who has ruined 
© more young Women than ever a one of 
her Profeſſion in Town.“ 


© What do you mean, Madam, “ replies 
Mr. Merit, what Profeſſion does ſhe 
follow?” A Bawd's, Sir,“ replied ſhe. 
A Bawd, ' ſays Mr. Merit, why then 
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© into that very Bawd's Houſe, I juſt now 
« ſaw my Ward Amelia, that I have been 
«* ſo long in Queſt of, enter.“ I hope 
your are miſtaken, Sir,“ ſaid the Gentle- 
woman, for if ſo, I am almoſt ſure ſhe is 
© a ruined young Lady. — Ruined! 
replied Mr. Merit, —“ I hope not; but, if 
it is ſo, I will ruin ſome of them for it.” 
Upon this, taking his Hat down from the 
Place on which it hung, he inſtantly ſet 
out thither ; ſending the Servant before 
him, to knock at the Door. Which being 
opened, he directly entered into the Paſſage, 
and deſired to fee the young Lady, that was 
juſt now come in there. 


Amelia on her Entrance had been intro- 
daced into the back Parlour, where ſat the 
old Gentlewoman in a large two-armed 
Chair; who, after many Coughs, and 
ſtretching her Lungs, deſired her to fit 
down, and ſhe would acquaint her with 
her Advice from the Captain, She was 
juſt beginning a long Apology, that ſhe 
was about to make, tor having given her 
the Trouble of coming ſo far, when Mr, 
Merit entered the Houſe : — His Lordſhip 
being above Stairs all the while, waiting 
the Signal that was to be given for his Ap- 
pearance in the Parlour, when the old 


Lady 
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Rap, that was given by the Coachman at 
the Door, had the Curioſity to look 
out and ſee who was come to viſit 
his Neighbours. When, immediately af- 
ter, he Fw Amelia alight out of the Coach; 
whom he ſhould directly have known, even 
though he had not ſeen her Face; but he 
happened to have ſuch a View of it, in her 
getting out of the Coach, that it was im- 
poſſible he ſhould be deceived. 


Struck with the greateſt Conſternation 
and Surprize, at this unexpected Sight, he 
inſtantly rung the Bell, and ordering the 
Servant to call his Siſter-in-Law, the Lady 
of the Houſe, up Stairs to him : She com-' 
ing up, he ſhewed her the Door, and en- 
quired of her who lived at that Houſe, 
None of my Acquaintance, Heavens be 
« praiſed for it! Sir,“ ſaid ſne, though 
they are my Neighbours —it is kept by 
© as errant a Harradan, old Toad, as ever 
trod Shoe of Leather; who has ruined 
* more young Women than ever a one of 
her Profeſſion in Town,” 


© What do you mean, Madam,“ replies 
Mr. Merit, what Profeſſion does ſhe 
* follow?* A Bawd's, Sir,” replied ſhe. 
* A Bawd,* ſays Mr. Merit, why then 
into 
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into that very Bawd's Houſe, I juſt now 
« ſaw my Ward Amelia, that I have been 
* ſo long in Queſt of, enter.” I hope 
your are miſtaken, Sir,“ ſaid the Gentle- 
woman, for if fo, I am almoſt ſure ſhe is 
© a ruined young Lady. —* Ruined! 
replied Mr. Merit, —“ I hope not; but, if 
it is ſo, I will ruin ſome of them for it.” 
Upon this, taking his Hat down from the 
Place on which it hung, he inſtantly ſet 
out thither ; ſending the Servant before 
him, to knock at the Door. Which being 
opened, he directly entered into the Paſſage, 
and deſired to ſee the young Lady, that was 
juſt now come in there. 


Amelia on her Entrance had been intro- 
daced into the back Parlour, where ſat the 
old Gentlewoman in a large two-armed 
Chair; who, after many Coughs, and 
ſtretching her Lungs, deſired her to fit 
down, and ſhe would acquaint her with 
her Advice from the Captain. She was 
juſt beginning a long Apology, that ſhe 
was about to make, tor having given her 
the Trouble of coming ſo far, when Mr. 
Merit entered the Houſe: His Lordſhip 
being above Stairs all the while, waiting 
the Signal that was to be given for his Ap- 
pearance in the Parlour, when the old 


Lady 
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Lady had amuſed Amelia a little with her 
Chat. ; 


The Servant at the Door denied, at firſt, 
to Mr. Merit, that any ſuch Lady as he 
deſcribed had entered there. But Mr. 
Merit poſitively inſiſting, that he ſaw her 
come in, and there ſhe muſt be: And 
being vexed withal, at meeting with ſuch a 
bare-faced Lye, from whence he appre- 
hended no good Deſign ; he elevated his 
Voice ſo much, that it was not only heard 
and known by Amelia, in the Parlour, who 
trembled at the Sound, but it alſo reached 
the Ears of his Lordſhip, up one Pair of 
Stairs, who hearing Mr. Merit infiſt fo 
peremptory on being admitted, directly 
came down to him, and aſked him what 
was his Buſineſs with her ? a 


As Mr. Merit knew nothing of his Lord- 
ſhip's Quality, ſo he did not chuſe to re- 
ſolve him in any Particulars ; but told 
him, that he inſiſted on ſeeing the Lady 
before he ſtirred out of the Houſe : To 
which his Lordſhip gave him an abſolute 
Denial, and bid him be gone about his 
Buſineſs, 
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If Amelia was alarmed before, at her 
Guardian's Voice, ſhe was now doubly ſo, 
on hearing that of my Lord's joined with 
it, which laſt ſhe immediately recollected. 
He and Mr. Merit proceeding to ſome 
very hot Words, and harſh Language be- 
ginning to be exchanged on both Sides, 
Amelia was afraid, that ſome Miſchief 
would happen to her Guardian in the Con- 
ſequence, as his Lordſhip was very much 
irritated, and in a great Paſſion with him; 
therefore, finding by what had paſſed, that 
Mr. Merit knew of her being there, and 
being apprehenſive of his meeting with 
ſome ill Uſage from the angry Nobleman, 


ſhe opened the Parlour Door, and diſcover- 
ed herſelf. 


Mr. Merit then directly calling her by 
her Name, deſired her to walk with him 
out of that notorious wicked Houſe; but 
his Lordſhip inſiſted upon knowing what 
Right he had to take the Lady away : 
When Amelia acquainted him, that it was 
her Guardian. His Lordſhip thereupon 
began to frame a ſmall Apology, ſaying, 
he wHhed that the Gentleman had de- 
* clared his Authority before, and he 
* ſhould have been inſtantly admitted to 
6 her.” 
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cher.“ To which Mr. Merit returned no 
Anſwer : But taking Amelia by the Hand, 
led her to his Lodgings, where though ſhe 
was not at all pleaſed at arriving, yet ſhe 
congratulated herſelf upon this Eſcape, 
from a Place wherein ſhe at laſt apprehend- 
ed great Danger; both from the Appear- 
ance of the old Lady, that had ſent for 
her, and alſo from his Lordſhip's Preſence 
in the Houſe, 
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ed no 

eh de CHA-F..x 

1 Containing à private Converſation between 
ood Mr. Merit and Amelia, 

4 * N Amelia's entering Mr. Merit's 
reſence Lodgings, ſhe was met by Lowiſa ; 


who had been in the greateſt Terror and 
Uneaſineſs imaginable, during the Time 
that Mr. Merit had been gone to fetch 
her, on Account of hearing that ſhe was 
entered into ſuch a bad Houſe. But as 
ſhe was in the Secret of her Affairs, and 
knowing that her Conduct in every Thing 
except eloping with the Captain, had been 
hitherto blameleſs, ſo ſhe hoped that Amelia 
had heen led thither more through In- 
advertency than Inclination : And as ſoon 
as ever ſhe ſaw her, ſhe ran to her, and 
kiſſed and embraced her as fervently, as 
though ſhe had never ſet Eyes on her 
ſince ſhe went away from Mr, Merit at the 
Inn. | 


Her Guardian directly conducted Amelia 
up Stairs, where the firſt Queſtion he put 
to her, was, how ſhe came to go into that 
vile Houſe from whence he had fetched her. 


Amelia 


1172 


Amelia pauſed a little, before ſhe was 
able to frame an Anſwer to this Queſtion; 
as ſhe was by no Means willing to let Mr, 
Merit know, that it was with the View of 
receiving a Letter from his eldeſt Son, ſhe 
had been induced to go thither, But he 
ſeeming very impatient to be ſatisfied about 
it, ſhe Told aim, at laſt, that ſhe had no 
Acquaintance there; but that the Centle- 
woman of the Houſe had ſent a Servant to 
her that Morning, to let her know that 


| ſhe wanted to ſpeak to her on ſome Buſi- 
. neſs of Conſequence, which ſhe had to 


communicate, and that this was really the 
Cauſe of her going thither. * Anda 
« Cauſe,” ſays Mr. Merit, that might 
very probably have effected your Ruin, 
if my coming to demand you had not 
prevented it; for the Miſtreſs of the 
* Houſe, whom you was in Company with 
at my Entrance, is one of the moſt art- 
ful old Bawds in the: Town; and her 
© Houſe, as well as herſelf, bears the moſt 
infamous Character. 


Indeed, Sir, replied Amelia, 1 r. 
< tertained no great Liking to the old 
Gentlewoman, upon ſirſt Sight of her ; 
but I had no Manner of Suſpicion of 
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« any ſuch Perſon, as you repreſent her to 
be, living in ſuch a handſome Street and 
« creditable Neighbourhood.? © You 
don't know the World yet, Child,“ ſays 
her Guardian, it is not always the beſt 
streets, or the fineſt Houſes, that har- 
* bour the honeſteſt Company: But 
pray, Madam,“ fays he, who was that 
you Gentleman, that you ſeemed to 
© know there, by your calling. him my 
© Lord ?—— What Buſineſs had he to in- 
* terfere, in order to prevent my Admit- 
* tance to you. 22 


Really, Sir,” replied Amelia, I know 
but very little ot him, beſides his Name 
and Quality.—It is true, he has ſeveral 
Times made his Addreſſes to me; but 
always gave a Refuſal to them, and at 
* Jaſt would neither admit of his Viſits of 
Letters to me,'——*< Then,“ ſays Mr. 
Merit, he very probably has concerted 
* the Method with the old Bawd, by which 
you tell me you was ſeduced into the 
Houſe, purpoſely that thereby he might 
* obtain his Ends of you, which I am 
* glad I was fo fortunate as to prevent: 
But, however, I believe I ſhall enquire 
the Truth, of what Pretenſions ſhe had 
to ſend for you, before it is long.” 

Amelia 


Vor. II, 
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| k "1 
Amelia having been abſent from Mr. © x 
Merit three Months, was by this Time ar. ey 
rived at Age, and conſequently was be- 
come Miſtreſs of herſelf and Fortune: ( 
However, ſhe had the good Manners to « tl 
aſk Mr. Merit Pardon for the Elopement « h 
ſhe had made from his Care. He very « fa 
generouſly forgave her, but deſired to know © a\ 
what Inducement ſhe had to it; and who © nc 
was the Gentleman that ſhe went away vi 
with, and the two Gentlemen in whoſe * w] 
Company ſhe was ſeen on the Road. be 
* he 
Amelia deſired to be excuſed explaining * net 
theſe Particulars, as ſhe ſaid the Affair that 
had brought her to London, was now en- H. 


tirely over.“ I ſuppoſe then, ſays Mr. back 
Merit, that you are married to one of to his 
'< theſe Gentlemen.“ No, Sir,” replied WW ſhe w 
Amelia, I am not.'—* Then it is worſe, MW pence 
J am afraid,” faid he.—“ I hope not, MF tinted 
Sir,“ anſwered Amelia; the Gentleman him, 

.< that I went away with, was a Man i Squire 
too much Worth and Honour, to le better 


* guilty of any baſe Action to me. Weß to me 
went to London, indeed, with an Intent to that he 
be married together; but a Fit of IH Amelia 

* Prout 


\* neſs, that the Fatigue of the Journeſ 
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occaſioned me, and ſome material Buſi- 
* neſs calling him into the Country, pre- 
« vented it; and I have not ſeen him fince;? 


On hearing this, Mr. Merit told her, 
that being now at Age, ſhe was out of 
his Care, and entirely at her own Dif 

ſal z and therefore, if ſhe flung herſelf 
away upon any Man, ſhe could blame 
none but herſelf for it. As to his Ad- 
vice ſhe ſhould be always welcome to it, 
whenever ſhe had Occaſion, and would 
be pleaſed to make Uſe of it; but that 
he now thought himſelf to have no Man- 
ner of Power to controul her Actions.* 


„ 4-1: 0.4m 


He then gave her an Invitation to 
back with him, and his Daughter Louie, 
to his Seat in Zorkfaire ; where he told her 
ſae was welcome to ſtay, without any-Ex- 
pences, as long as ſhe pleaſed. And alſo 
hinted to her, how agreeable it would be to 
him, to ſee her married to the young 
Squire his Neighbour, as he was a Man of 
better Eſtate than ſhe could poſiibly expect 
to meet with, from the ſlender. Fortune 
that her Father had left her. To which 
Amelia replied, —* Sir, I ſhall be very 
' proud of accompanying you, and your 
* Daughter, into the Country; as I have 

E 2 * already 


ienced the Danger that a 
2 young Woman is liable to in. this vicious 
Town, that has ſuch ſmall Acquaintance 
here as myſelf. | But, as to my having 
the Squire, my Inclinations have been 
long fixed againſt it; as, notwithſtand- 
ing the Largeneſs of his Eſtate, I can 
expect no better Uſage, from a Man of 
© his Breeding and Converſation, than what 
© muſt be very brutiſh after once his De- 
« ſires are ſatisfied.— For if I had no In- 
« ducement from his Behaviour, to judge 
© ſo hard of him, yet his general Charac- 
ter might terrify any Woman of Senſe, 
from venturing on him; and even. ſup- 
< poſing that to be unjuſtly beſtowed, yet 
the Company he keeps are ſo brutal 
and clowniſh, that they alone are ſuffi- 
< cient to corrupt the beſt of Manners, was 
© he endued with them.” | 


76) 
already experi 


Here Mr. Merit interrupted her, ſaying, 
© that no Judgment could be formed of 
© a Man's future Behaviour, by the Com- 
© pany that he kept before Marriage; from 
< which, it was very likely, the Affability 
* of her Temper and Converfation, might 
* wean him by Degrees, when he ſhould 
come to perceive the Difference, between 
* the Endearmns of an accompliſhed 
Lady, 


(77) 


Lady, and the noiſy Mirth of a Crew of 
Country Squires and F ox-Hunters.“ 


Amelia replied, * in ſuch a Caſe it was 
hard truſting to future Events; neither 
did ſhe ever imagine that ſhe had Charms 
* ſufficient to induce the Squire to ſacrifice 
the Pleaſure he took in his Companions, 
and ruſtic Diverſions, to her Company.'— 
Well, well, ſays Mr. Merit, he has had. 
my Conſent, when I had ſome ſmall 
© Power over you; and if he cannot win. 
© you by: his Behaviour, now you are at 
your -own. Diſpoſal, I ſhall think him 
* unworthy to. wear you, —— However, if 
vou are inclined to go with my Daughter 


and me, into the Country, my Sollicita- 


tions in his Behalf, ſhall never give you 
* a Moment's future Uncafineſs,” 


Amelia knowing Mr. Merit to be a Man 
of too much Honour, to forfeit his Word 
on any Occaſion, very readily accepted of 
his Invitation; and in a few Days — ſhe 
ſet out from London, with Mr. Merit and 
his Daughter, | | 
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c HA. XI. 


NM herein ſome Maliers relating to this Hiſtory 
| are cleared up. 


HILE Mr. Merit, and the two 

young Ladies,. are purſuing their 
Journey on the Northern Road, we ſhall 
take the Opportunity to explain ſome few 
Matters, which the Reader may think we 
have not ſufficiently cleared up : One of 
which is, what induced Amelia to be ſo 
ready to embrace Mr. Merit's Invitation, 
of returning with him into the Country, 
as ſhe was ſo handſomely provided for by 
his Son, while ſhe was in Town ; and 
om Arrival ſhe was daily in Expectation 
of. 


But this may be eaſily accounted for, 
not only by the ill State of Health ſke had 
undergone, ever ſince her being in Town; 
the profligate Life of her Brother William, 
which ſhe was weary of being on Eye- 
Witneſs to; and the Danger that ſhe had 
lately eſcaped, from the wicked Attempts 
of the young Nobleman ; but alſo from 
her ſincere Love to the Captain, who, upon 
more 
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more ſerious Conſiderations, ſhe thought 
was going to make too * 2 Sacrifice 
to her, in incurring his Father's Diſplea- 
ſure by this Match.— Whereby, though 
he could not be debarred from enjoying 
Mr. Merit's real Eſtate, after his Deceaſe ; 
yet it might deprive him of a very con- 
ſiderable perſonal one, which ſhe thought 
herſelf and Fortune no Ways ſufficient to 


compenſate, _ 


As there happened to be a Vacancy in 
the Regiment, while Mr. Merit was in 
London, by the Death of one of the Cap- 
tains, Mr. Merit had been pretty much 
buſied during his Reſidence there, in mak- 
ing Ule of his Intereſt to obtain that Poſt 
for his Son; which he compleated in about 
a Fortnight betore he left the Town. And 
the Captain having had his Commiſſion 
{ent down to him, wrote a very handſome 
Letter to Amelia, expreſſing his Concern at 
being detained from ' accompliſhing his 
Nuptials with her, for ſome Time lon- 
ger, by this new Preferment : Alſo invit- 
ing her to come to his Quarters, if her 
Health would permit her to take the Jour- 
ney; and that he would meet her on the 
Road, where the Ceremony might be per- 
But 
E 4 as 
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as Amelia had altered her Reſolutions, for 
the Reaſon aforeſaid, ſo ſhe wrote to the 
Captain, before ſhe left the Town ; ac- 
quainting him with Mr. Merit's having 
diſcovered her, and the Danger ſhe had 
undergone during his Abſence : Likewiſe 
entreating him, in the moſt affectionate 
Manner, to uſe his utmoſt Endeavours to 
obtain his Father's Conſent to their coming 
together; as however happy ſhe might 
eſteem herſelf in becoming his Wife, yet 
the Inconyenience that muſt conſequently 
attend his difpleaſing one of the beſt of 
Fathers, would be. too. great: an Alloy to 
their future Felicity.——She moreoyer ac- 
quainted him with his Father's Promiſe to 
her, of interceeding no more in the Behalf 
of the Squire; and this Obſtacle being re- 
moved, ſhe ſaid there was the more Hopes 
of his obtaining Mr. Merit's Conſent: And 
at laſt, . her leaving the Town, be- 
ing as ſhe ſaid compelled thereto, from the 
powerful Entreaties of both Mr. Merit and 
Louiſa, which ſhe found herſelf unable to 


On the Captain's receiving this Letter, 
he was almoſt confounded, with Surprize 
and Sorrow: The former eka 
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by Amelia's acquainting him with her being 
diſcovered, and her having altered her Reſo- 
lutions; and the latter proceeded from her 


1 82) 
he was ſettled in his new Command, to 
pay a Viſit to his Father, and entreat his 
Conſent for marrying Amelia. 


Another Affair which, perhaps, our 
Readers may think we have been too negli- 
gent in, is the giving an Account of what 
Progreſs Will Ramble made in his Amour 
with*Lowifa, while ſne was in London, But 
really this laſt has, during that Time, 
afforded us ſo few Circumſtances, that 
they, may be eaſily ſummed upin a very ſhort 
Space; by declaring, that as Louiſa ſaw 
no Hopes of the Amendment which he 
had promiſed her, in his Conduct, ſo 
ſhe was afraid of giving him any En- 
couragement, to purſue her with his Ad- 
dreſſes: For though her Paſſion for him 
was as fervent as ever, yet ſhe was not 
willing to run the Riſque of ſaerificing her- 
ſelf, and incurring her Father's Diſpleaſure, 
in attempting, by Marriage, to reclaim a 
profeſſed Libertine. And Vill had really 
too much Love for her, to deſire to create 
her a Moment's Uneaſineſs, on Account 
of ' lofing her Father's Affection, whatever 
Torment his Paſſion might cauſe bim to 
etidure'; which he contrived all Means of 
diverting, by giving himſelf up almoſt en- 
tirely to Play. 

| CHAP. 


(83) 


#» hs N. 12 
? Ts x19 bio MG; 


F TT A : * 1 % a . £7 & >; 74 © 
” 3 . ' [ * 4 : N 4 1 i $ 
* x 5 
en. 
„ 9 


In which Mr. Merit, and the two young La- 
dies, meet with a very unexpetted Perſon, in 
their Return to Yorkſhire, © 1414) 


R. Merit accompanied by Lowiſa 
M and Amelia proceeded on their Jourz 
ney homeward, without meeting with any 
remarkable Occurrence, till they came to 
2: ſaw WM KRedburne in Lincolnſhire, which lay in their 
h he Road Home: Where, upon entering the 
t, ſo Inn, in the Evening, they perceived a 

En- young Lady in a blue Riding -Habit, laced 
Ad- vith Gold, that had juſt arrived there be- 
r him fore them; whom, to their great Sur- 
is not prize, they knew to be Miſs Eleonora Me- 
g her- it, Mr. Jeſab Merit's favourite Daughter, 
aſure, and only Child. ö 20 . 


really Mr. Adzrit, as well as the two young La- 
create I dies, were quite aſtoniſhed at meeting with 
count this young Lady at ſuch a Diſtance from 
atever W Home, and without any Artendance: She, 
him to i at firſt, 'would have avoided being ſeen. by 
ans of W them, but finding that to be impracticable, 
oft en- — immediately faluted the Company; 
ind, upon their Enquiry what brought 
LAP. * E 6 * 
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her thither : She told them, That ſhe 
© had been to viſit a young Lady of her 
Acquaintance, about Fifteen Miles off, 
and had diſpatched her Servant with a 
Letter to another, at ſome Diftance from 
© the Road; but, by his not being yet re- 
© turned, ſhe — that he had loſt his 
8 Bal 


Mr. Auris iralghtway conducted her in- 
to the Room, that was provided for him- 
ſelf and the Ladies, where, while Supper 
was getting. rcady, he began to reflect a 
little upon the Account that ſhe ws of 
herietf, which appeared to him to 
33 as he knew his Brother * EX- 
eeſſive Fondneſs would never permit het to 
travel ſo far, without his being in Compa- 
ny with her. Whereupon, he began to tax 
ber very ſtrongly with having eloped from 
her Father's Houſe ; and alſo. pretended, 
that he had received Information of it, 
and ſhould inſiſt upon carrying her Home 
with him to has Beether” 8. | 


- Though! Elredora; a rar ors 
Charge, yet being not able long to with- 
ſtand Mr. Merit's Examication, ad the 
many Interrogatofies that. he put to 
te, at laſt, confeſſed to him, c 
ru 
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Truth: Which was, that her Father being 
about to marry her againſt her Will, 
ſne had made her Eſcape from him; and 
was going to wed another Gentleman, 
that lived at about Twenty Miles Diſ- 
tance from the Place where they then 


were, to whom ſhe. had formerly en- 
gaged herſelt. 


On hearing this, her Uncle repri- 
manded her very ſeverely, for under- 
taking ſuch a raſh Action, and - 
ſuaded her withal, to go back with him 
to his Houſe ; where he promiſed her 
ſhe ſhould remain in Secrecy, till ſuch - 
Time as he could bring his Brother 
into the Humour, to conſent to her 
marrying according to her own. Incli- 
nations; which * _ her, he 2 

eat Ho oing,, much ſooner 
3 ſhe — as he knew, that 
his Perſuaſions had a very great Influ» 
ence over him. 1 


As Eleonora knew not well how to 
get away from her Uncle, now he had got 
hold of her, ſo rather than to force him to 
make uſe of his Authority over her, 
ſhe choſe to comply with his De- 
fires; Wherefore, ſhe conſented to go 


along 
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along with him and the two Ladies. But, 
as Mr. Merit imagined, that ſhe muſt be 
retty much fatigued already, after riding 
o far, and not caring to truſt her on 
| Horſeback, leſt ſhe ſhould endeavour 
to eſcape, and her Steed 'prove too 
nimble for him to overtake, he took 
her into the Coach along with him; 
and obliged Mrs. Poole, Louiſa's Wait- 
ing-Woman, who had attended them to 
Bath and London, to mount his Niece's 
Horſe, and ride the Remainder of the 
Journey; at the End of which they all 
ſafely arrived in a few Days after, tho' 
not without being very much * fatigued, 
— We ſhall, therefore, leave them at 
Mr. Merit's, to repoſe and refreſh them- 
ſelves; and allow ſome Time to the 
Reader for the ſame Purpoſe, by con- 
cluding this Book : As we imagine, he 
muſt have been pretty much wearied, 
as well as the Company, after having 
travelled herein from Bath, to London, 
and from thence again, into almoſt the 
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THE 
„5 
OF 


WILL RAMBLE. 


oo. 


Containing ſeveral new Occurrences, that befel 
the Libertine. 


HK AFP. I. 
Ii which Will Ramble meets with an Ad- 


venture, and though a Libertine, approves 
himſelf a true Man of Honour. 


S there was not quite a Twelye- 
month's. Difference between the 
Births of Amelia and her Brother Will 
Ramble, and we have mentioned her arriv- 
ing at Age in our laſt Book, ſo he may 
very reaſonably be ſuppoſed, by this Time, 
: to 
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to be come at the ſame Period: For as no- 
thing happened to him worth recording in 
our Hiſtory, ſince. we made mention of 
him laſt, we are obliged to paſs over the 
ſmall Space between that Time and his 
coming at Age un-noticed, 


The Eftate that he now became Maſ- 
ter of, was barely Three Hundred Pounds 
per Annum. As for his ready Money, it 
was not much ; his Father having willed, 
that the Surplus (if any) of the annual Pro- 
duce of the Eſtate, over and abeve what 
was neceſſary for the Maintainance of his 
Children, the Payment of Debts, and the 
Diſcharge of Mortgages, ſhould go toward 
augmenting his Daughter Amelia's For- 
tune. Notwithſtanding this, Vill Ramble, 
on his Arrival at Age, changed his Lode- 
ings for thoſe that were handfomer, hired a 
Footman, and cut rather too great a Fi- 
gure for his Income; and, indeed, to ſup- 
port this Appearance, he was obliged, in a 
ſhort Time, to take up ſome Money upon 
his Eftate : But a fortunate Run at Play 
enabled him to pay it off; and alſo the ex- 
travagant Intereſt and Premium, that he wa 
obliged to give for the proeuring of it. 
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The Houſe that Will now lodged in was 
kept by an old Officer; who, though he 
had ſerved in Part of King William's, and 
all Queen Ames Wars, had neither Fortune 
nor Intereſt enough, to gain a Promotion 
higher than Lieutenant of a Marching-Re-, 
giment, though he had the Aggravarion to 
ſee Numbers advanced over his Head; 
but, indeed, one Cauſe of his miſſing Pre- 
ferment was, his receiving a Wound at 
the Battle of Malplaquet, Be the Cure of 
which he, was obliged to return to England; 
and which brought ſuch a lingering Diſ- 
temper upon him, that he was not able to 
do his Duty for almoſt Three Yeats. Dur- 
ing this Time he loſt a General Officer, 
who was killed Abroad, and was the only 
Friend that he had in the Army, by whom 
he could expect to be preferred. | 


He was now upon Half-Pay, and had 
been ſo for ſome Tears: He had a Wife, 
much about the ſame Age as himſelf, 
which was about Sixry-four and his 
youngeſt Daughter, whoſe Name was Fan- 
Y, lived at Home with them. She was 
ſome what above the middle Size in her 
Stature, brown haired, and formerly. had. 
been very pretty; but that Enemy to 

TOTS FED Beauty, 


(90 | 
Small-Pox, had deprived her Compar 
of * 2 Share of her former Comeli- Jame gz 
neſs. For though it had not ſeamed and bred Ge 
ſcarrified her ſo much, as we daily ſee in a {WLadies, 
reat many other Objects, yet it had left her 
Face very full of ſmall! Pitts, and had a It wa 


ittle Matter disfigured her Noſe, though 
= fo much as f to deform it. Her 
Features, however, remained pretty regu- 
lar; her Neck. Breaſt, and Shape Wy 
fine; and ſhe had an exceeding gentee 
Air. As for her Temper, the Sweetnels 
thereof was more than ſufficient to com- 
penſate for all thoſe Deſects, which that 
malign Diſtemper, the Small-Pox, had _ 8 
caſioned in her Face: Beſides which, e = 
had a fine Voice, and played excellently 4 on 
well on the Harpſichord. * 
it WAS | 
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reſent : 


Will Ramble had not lodged above a 
Month at her Father's, where he rented 
the firſt Floor for himſelf, and the g's 
for his Footman, before Miſs Fanny 5 
violently in Love with him: But as 1 e 
had none of thoſe ſtriking Charms in her 
Perſon, that command Love and Admira: 
tion at firſt View, and WilPs Breaſt * 
already repoſſeſſed with the Image 0 N c 
beautiful Louiſa, ſo he took but little 
tice of her, except behaving, when 8 * 
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tough 11 
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iſpoſitior 
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ompany, which. was but ſeldom, in the 


ame gay Manner, as is uſual with well- 
bred Gentlemen in the Company of young 


d her 
meli- 
| and 


> ina Ladies. 

ft her 

jad a It was but Three Years before Vill's 
ough oming to lodge there, that Miſs Fanny 


Her ad ſuffered that Alteration in her Face, 
regu- Wy the before-mentioned cruel Diſtemper. 
very Mind though it is the Nature of the female 
enteel ex, to be leſs concerned for any Thing 
etneſs {han the Loſs of Beauty, yet Miſs Fanny 
com- ad never ſince this Diſaſter found ſo much 
that Wccalion for Sorrow on this Account as at 


d oc- Freſent: For as ſhe was not at all inclined 

1, ſhe Wo Coquettiſhneſs, ſo ſhe did not want 

lently at Ornament to gain a Crowd of Admi- 
ers, but only to rivet the Heart of the 
lan to her whom ſhe really loyed ; and 

we 2 lat was Will Ramble. ' | 

ented ei ne | x 

zarret Her Paſſion occaſioned her to give him 


y fell rough in a modeſt Manner) all thoſe lit- 
as ſhe Ne Encouragements to commence his Ad- 
in her reſſes to her, which the are Ladies ſo well 
mira · ¶ſtructed by Nature to fling in the Way of 


being e Man that happens to be agreeable to 
of the em: But Vill being of a very gallant 
e No- Wipoſition himſelf, imagined chele to pro- 
in her ed from nothing elſe but Gaiety in Miſs- 
Com- 644 Fanny : 
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Fanuy : Till returning home pretty late 
one Night from the Gaming-Table, he „ 
found a Letter directed for him lying on ſoon 
the Table; and upon opening it, read the W* not b 
following Words. vyourſe 


© Indiſc 
« $ LR. 


< I T is not without a Profuſion of On r 
* .& Bluſhes, that my Hand is obliged to Mfrruck 
« diate thoſe Sentiments of my Heart; MW Amazec 
* which you might have too plainly read Thing e 
in my Eyes, had you attended their Mo- fore, an 
tions: — But alas! my Charms are too anſwer 
impotent to gain me the Affection u Sweetne 
© ſuch a Heart as yours. My Deſpair oc-Mof her V 
© caſions me to take this Method of deMtcel Ai: 
< elaring the Violence of my Love forWmore th 
you, though I cannot flatter myſelf with{Waccident 
© the leaſt Hope of any Return, As yourWvithſtan 
Behaviour ſhews you to be a GentlemanyWſcnſible 
of Honour and Generoſity, I hope youWdeeply e 
*. wilk make no bad Uſe of what my Pepectatior 
has expreſſed, though Modeſty woulher Lov! 
never permit my Mouth to do it; bulifto decei\ 
if this Declaration I have here madarling ( 
* ſhould: any Ways contribute to gain ile an 
the leaſt Place in your Eſteem, it wile could 
be reckoned the —— thi the leaſt 
can poſſibly accrue to the diſconſolate. 
| * Frances _ 
1 


093) 


late GAY 
he P. F. Commit this to the Flames, as 
g on ſoon as you have peruſed it, that it may 
1 the not be a Witneſs to any other Perſon but 
« yourſelf, of the Exceſs of my Love and 
« Indiſcretion.* 


on of On reading this Letter, Vill Ramble was 
zed to truck with Amazement and Confuſion : 
leart; ¶ Amazed that he had never perceived any 


y read Thing of Miſs Fanm's Paſſion for him be- 
x Mo- fore, and confounded in what Manner to 
are too anſwer it. He had always admired the 
tion offMSweetneſs of her Temper, the Excellency 
,air oc-Mof her Voice, her delicate Shape and gen- 
of de-Mitcel Air, which he thought altogether 


ove forflmore than ſufficiently compenſated for the 


elf with accidental Defects of her Face: Not- 
As yourETvithſtanding this, yet he was thoroughly 
ntlemu enſible that his Heart was already too 
ope yolfWdeeply engaged, for him to anſwer her Ex- 
my PeWpectations with that ſincere Return, which 
y woulgcr Love deſerved :——And to go about 

it; bu o deceive, ruin, and deftroy the favourite 
re mad Harling Child of two aged Parents, was fo 


gain ile an Action, that, profligate as he was, 
n, it wie could not induce his Mind to conceive 

eſs thhe leaſt Thought of. a 
ſolate, 


After 
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Fanuy : Till returning home - pretty late ; 
one Night from the Gaming-Table, he . 
found a Letter directed for him lying on Wl © ſoon 2 
the Table; and upon opening it, read the not be 


following Words. « yourlſe 
. | © Indiſc 
«<< $ IX, | 
TT is not without a Profuſion of On re 


„ Bluſhes, that my Hand is obliged to ſtrucæ 
© diftate thoſe Sentiments of my Heart; W Amazec 
© which you might have too plainly read Thing e 
in my Eyes, had you attended their Mo- fore, an 
tions: — But alas! my Charms are too WW anſwer 
impotent to gain me the Affection of W Sweetne 
© ſuch a Heart as yours. My Deſpair oc- ¶ of her V 
caſions me to take this Method of de;: teel A i. 
< elaring the Violence of my Love for more th 
*. you, though I cannot flatter myſelf with accident 
© the leaſt Hope of any Return, As your withſtan 
Behaviour ſhews you to be a Gentleman ſenſible 

of Honour and Generoſity, I hope youlW deeply e 
*. wilk make no bad Uſe of what my Pen pectatio 
© has expreſſed, though Modeſty would her Lov 
© never permit my Mouth to do it; but to decei) 
if this Declaration I have here made darling 
© ſhould: any Ways contribute to gain ma vile an 
* the leaſt Place in your Eſteem, it wil he could 
be reckoned the greateſt Happineſs thai the leaſt 
can poſſibly accrue to the diſconſolate. 


Frances Bourn. 
| 4. 9 


0593) 


he PHP. F. Commit this to the Flames, as 

gon © ſoon as you have peruſed it, that it may 

| the Wl © not be a Witneſs to any other Perſon but 
« yourſelf, of the Exceſs of my Love and 
« Indiſcretion.” 


n of On reading this Letter, Will Ramble was 
ed to Wl ftruck with Amazement and Confuſion : 
eart; W Amazed that he had never perceived any 
read Ml Thing of Miſs Fanm's Paſſion for him be- 
- Mo- fore, and confounded in what Manner to 
re too Ml anſwer it. He had always admired the 


ion of Ml Sweetneſs of her Temper, the Excellency 
ur oc- of her Voice, her delicate Shape and gen- 
of de- tcel Air, which he thought altogether 


more than ſufficiently compenſated for the 
accidental Defects of her Face: Not- 
withſtanding this, yet he was thoroughly 
ſenſible that his Heart was already too 
deeply engaged, for him to anſwer her Ex- 
pectations with that ſincere Return, which 
her Love deſerved :-—And to go about 
to deceive, ruin, and deftroy the favourite 
darling Child of two aged Parents, was ſo 
vile an Action, that, profligate as he was, 


he could not induce his Mind to conceive 
the leaſt Thought of. EY 


After 
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© ſubc 


After much ruminating on the Matte © had 


he reſolved to take the firſt Opportunity off anot 
acquainting Miſs Fanny with his Heart © free 
being pre-engaged. Accordingly, the neu © myſ; 
Morning, when ſhe brought up his Tea for a 
uſual, he deſired her to ſit down and drin , that 
a Diſh with him; which ſhe did with as tc 
Face covered with Bluſhes : And in ſuch i « Pag;; 


Trembling, that the Tea-Cup and Sauce for 1 
ſhook together in her Hand: When, 1 « ſince; 


ut her out of her Agony, he expreſt him; give 
ſelf as follows: Madam, ſays he, ing tl 
beg you will not put yourſelf into am prom 
Diſorder on Account of the Letter thi 
I found laſt Night on my Table; for bl Poor 
< aſſured I ſhall never reveal the Content Sentenc 
thereof to any Perſon living; but a ready tc 
very ſorry that I am not able to make Wnot for 
« Return to your Affection with that A Tears, t. 
« dency it merits, and which I heartilWfor {om 
« wiſh it was in my Power to anſwer. Bu herſelf, 
< I ſuppoſe, Madam, you are ſenſible th Words. 
Love is not in our Will but in our Fate depriy 
and it has been mine to have my Heaſ has hac 
pre- engaged for a long Time before eq I cann 
I ſaw you: And though you leem to ¶ city; 
< ſo diffident of the Force of your Charm me, ſo 
© yet, Madam, be affured, without Fla can do 


« tery, that you have ſufficient enough t 
| ſubd 
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« ſubdue any Heart, and they would mine, 
had it not already been vanquiſhed by 
another. I hope you will excuſe this 
free Manner in which I have expreſſed 
© myſelf, as you are a Lady too deſerving 
for any Man, to attempt to deceive; and 
, that you will make ſuch a good Uſe of it, 
© as to endeavour in Time, to check the 
* Paſſion you have been pleaſed to entertain 
for me, while yet in its Infancy as I 


* ſincerely aſſure you, that nothing would 
give me more Anxiety, than your ſuffer- 


ing that to increaſe, to which I can never 
6 promiſe a ſuitable Return.? 


Poor Miſs Fanny, on hearing this diſmal 
Sentence pronounced on her Love, was 
ready to faint away in the Chair, and could 
not forbear burſting out in a Flood of 
Tears, that deprive i her of any Utterance 
for ſome Time. Till at laſt, recovering 
herſelf, ſhe made ſhift to bring out cheſs 
Words. Sir, I ſhould be very ſorry to 
* deprive any Woman of your Heart, that 
has had the Happineſs to gain it, though 
© I cannot ſay but I muſt envy any Feli- 
city; yet, as the Lady is unknown to 
me, ſo. you may be aſſured tliat my Envy 
* can do her no Prejudice, —I heartily 

| | * wiſh 
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wiſh that ſhe may fully return your 
Love, though it ſhould render me miſer- 
able; and hope that my revealing my Vent 
Paſſion, in the Manner I have done, will Hear 
procure me your Pity rather than your Preſe: 


Scorn. I ſhall ever entertain the higheſt 
Opinion of your Sincerity, from the 
candid Declaration that you have made 
to me, of your being already engaged; 
and ſhall therefore endeavour, all that is 
in my Power, to ſuppreſs that Flame 
which can never hope to aſpire to its be- 
loved Object. 


To this Will Ramble replied, Madam, 
though my whole Heart is not in my own 
Power to beſtow, yet you may be certain 
of always enjoying the utmoſt Share in it, 
that my molt ſincere Eſteem and Friend. Vor. 
ſhip can beſtow on you; and I really think. 
« myſelf very unhappy in not having any 
Thing more at your Service.“ 


Ha a O ⏑ m0 ww wa G0 


< Sir,” returned Fanny, * I am afraid 

< that theſe will be more than ever I ſhall 
be able ſufficiently to merit, though you 
may depend upon my exerting my ut- 
* moſt Endeavours for that Purpoſe! 
Here ſhe got up to withdraw, when Wil 
Ramble ſaluted her with a tender Ear 
direct ij 


your 
miſer- 
1g my 
e, Will 
1 your 
ügheſt 
m the 

made 
gaged,; 
that is 
Flame 
its be- 


[adam, 
1y own 
certain 
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y think 
ng any 


afraid 
- ] ſhall 


. Cyr? 
directly after which ſhe left the Room, and 
retired to her own Chamber, to give a full 
Vent to thoſe Tears, that her throbbing 


Heart had been obliged to reſtrain in his 
Preſence, e 
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CHAP. IL 


Which produces a new Intrigue, into which 
Will Ramble is ſurprized againſt his In- 
clinations. 


HEN Will Ramble had muſed for 

ſome Time on the foregoing Scene, 
and was preparing to dreſs himſelf, in or- 
der to go out, a Hackney Coach ſtopt at 
the Door, in which was a young Woman 
well drefſed, who enquired if Mr. Ramble 
was at Home; and being informed he was, 
ſhe ſent Word up Stairs, that ſhe deſired 
to ſpeak with him, if he would pleaſe to, 
admit her. Whereupon Will not knowing 
what Concerns this ſtrange Lady could 
poſſibly have with him, ordered his Foot- 
man to go down and introduce her. 


On her entering into the Dining-Room, 
aſter making him a low Curteſy, ſhe pulled 


out a Letter, and putting it into his Hands, a 
he on breaking open the Seal, read a, fare 


follows. 


8 IX 
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IX, 


bich I Have not enjoyed a Moment's Eale, 
I. 1 fince my ſeeing you laſt Wedneſday 
Night, at Drury-Lone Play-Houſe. I 
have been at much Trouble in finding 


for out your Lodgings, which I hope you 
ene, will repay by (favouring me with your 
, or- W+ Company To-night, at Supper; the 
pt at Bearer will inform you of the Place, and 
man I deſire, that Seven may be the Hour of 
amble your coming, that we may have ſome 
was, Diſcourſe together; till then I muſt re- 
eſired W* main | 

ile to : 5 

owing Your unknown, 
could 

Foot- Humble Servant, 


P. S. I ſhall wait with Impatience ; 
Room, BF but truſt that you are a Man of too much 
Honour to diſappoint a Lady, —Be 
Hands WF fure, and remember to aſk for Mrs. 
read a Fairchild. 


Having read the Letter, Nl pauſed a 
tie on the Contents, and then aſked the 
F 2 Gen- 
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Gentle woman that brought it: Who the 


Lady was, that had done him ſo great an 8 
Honour?“ To which ſhe replied: © That agre 
really ſne could not oblige him with any Plea 
Account of her at preſent, but he would be like 
better informed at the Place appointed: Miſs 
Which Vill enquiring, —ſhe told him, It term 
© was at one Mrs. 7 — 's, a China- if th 
Shop, in Holborn.” Whereupon he de- in Pe 


fired her to preſent his Compliments to the 
Lady, and that he would certainly wait on 
her, 3 | 


The Meſſenger being gone, Will conn'd 
the Letter over again; but without being 
able fo gueſs at the Author; only he ima- 
gined her to be ſome Perſon of DiſtinCtion, 
by the Care ſhe. took to conceal her 
Name. 


This was a Species of Amour that il 
had never before-experimented, though he 
had often heard talk of other Perſons har: 
ing received conſiderable Favours from La- 
dies of Quality in this Manner; but he 
had always looked upon ſuch Relations 
as bordering more upon Romance that 
Fact. 


However 
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o the 
at an 


However, this Intrigue was much more 


That agreeable to his Taſte, both by Way of 
1 any Pleafure and Amuſement, than one of the 
11d be like Nature, or indeed any other, with 
ited: Miſs Fanny would have been; and he de- 


* It 
-hina- 
le de- 
to the 
ait on 


termined to purſue it to its utmoſt Length, 
if the unknown Lady proved as agreeable 
in Perſon, as her Letter was inviting. 


Will was to dine that Day at the Bedford- 
Hrad, where he ſtaid till the Hour ap- 
pointed, and then went to the Place of Aſ- 
ſignation; and, on enquiring if Mrs. Fan- 
child was there, he was directly conducted 
up one Pair of Stairs, into a handſome and 
well furniſhed Dining- Room; at the up- 
per End of which he found a Lady ſeated 
in an exceeding rich Dreſs, which would 
have been very becoming to a Perſon 


conn'd 
being 
E ima- 
nction, 


al het 


1at i] WW cither =o ra or handſomer than herſelf : 
zugh he For, to ſay the Truth, ſhe appeared to him 
ns hav- ¶ co be about the Age of Forty, of a middle 
om L Cize, and very fat for her Stature. How- 


but be 
Fo 

elations, 

\ce that 


ever, the Features of her Face were tole- 
rably regular, and the Remains of Beauty 
might be traced therein; but as for Com- 
plexion, it was impoſſible to diſtinguiſh 
it rightly, under ſuch a Load of Red and 
White as ſhe had beftowed on it. 

| F'3 Upon 


lowevel, 


/ 
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Upon Vill's entering the Room, ſhe « { 
roſe from her Seat, and met him about the 
Middle, ſaying : So Mr. Ramble, I find 


vou are a Man of your Word.“ * Yes, *0 
Madam,“ anſwered he, I always en- © a 
« deavour to keep it, eſpecially with the * 
* Ladies, let what will intervene.“ Well, g 
* Sir,” continued ſhe, after they were ſeat- 6 21 
ed together I ſuppofe you are ſomewhat « ſh 


« ſurprized at my Appointment; but I be- 
« lieve it is no ſtrange Thing, for you 


« handſome young Gentlemen to receive © yc 
* Invitations from the Ladies, though per- 

* haps not many from Perſons of my E 
Rank.“ Indeed, Madam,' replies il, on c 


I am an entire Stranger to your Quality, 
and you have done me an Honour, that 
© I never received from any Lady before. 
« Oh fie, Mr. Ramble,” ſays ſhe, © I thought 
6 r had been a Man of too much Gal. 
« lantry for it to be poſſible to avoid the La- 
dies Favours.“ But I ſuppoſe you think! 
* want you to declare Secrets: No, no Sit, 
„Affairs of Love ſhould always be kept and 


conducted with the greateſt Privacy: You By 
* know the Reputation of Women, eſpe ¶ endec 
© ally of thoſe of Faſhion, are very tender Wl whict 


Things. Such, Madam, ſays Wil, 
1 ſhall always eſteem them, and would 4 
* UW 
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any Time ſacrifice my Life to their Pre- 
„ ſhe + ſervation.? | 


F 4. Effi 


ut the | 

I find Well, Sir, ſaid the Lady, © I have 

Yes, * ordered Supper to be ready at Nine; and 

ys en- * as it is now but a Quarter paſt Seven, 

th the © we have almoſt Two Hours to paſs to- 

Well, * gether before it will be on the Table; 

e ſeat- © and, if it is not diſagreeable to you, I 

1ewhat * ſhall employ ſome Part of that Time, in 

t I be- * acquainting you with my Buſineſs, tho' 

Ir you © I hardly ſuppoſe that your Heart can let 

receive you be ignorant of it.” 

zh per. 

of my Hereupon ſhe entered updn a Declarati- 

es Wil, on of the violent Paſſion, that ſne had con- 

Wality, ceived for him; acquainted him with her 

Ir, that Rank and Quality, and promiſed him, that 

before if he could but return her Love, there was 

thought nothing in the Power of herſelf or Fortune, 

ch Gal- but what he might command ; and this in 

the La- ſuch moving Terms, that though Will had 

| think] no Inclination for her Perſon, yet he could 

no Sir, not withſtand the Force of them. | 

cept and | 
: You By that Time their Converſation was | 

, eſpec ended Supper was ſet upon the Table; | 

y tender I which, though ſmall, was elegant, and ac- | 
s Wi companied with the moſt piquant Sauce, | 

would u and excellent Wine; which had ſo much | 
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Efficacy upon "Will's warm Conſtitution, 
that, before hi Departure, he gave the 
Lady a thorough Convincement how well 
he had reliſhed her Entertainment : For 
which Purpoſe, a ſmall adjoining Bed- 
Chamber lay very commodious. 


When he was going to take leave of her, 
which was not till after Eleven o'Clock, 
ſhe pulled out a fine chaſed Gold Watch, 
which ſhe had purchaſed that Morning for 
Fifty Guineas, and made him a Preſent of 
it; but he fain would have excuſed him- 
ſelf from accepting of it, by aſſuring her, 
that his Love was neither mercenary nor 
venal : However, ſhe forced it upon him, 
informing him withal, that this was but a 
imall Gratuity, in Compariſon of what he 
might expect from her Love; and deſired 
that he would meet her again at the ſame 
Place and Time two Days afterwards; 
which Will promiſed punctually to per- 
form, and then took leave of her for the 
preſent, and returned to his Lodgings. 


CHAP. 
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tion, 3 

the IS 

well IA I. 

For | | | 

Bed- The Concluſion of the Adventures between 

Will Ramble and M/s Fanny Bourn. 

her, Oubtleſs the Reader's Curioſity will 
lock, 7 excite him to know who the Lady 
atch, was, with whom Vill Ramble had this A- 
g for mour; and as we ſhall always be glad to 
ent of oblige him, whenever we can do it with- 


him Safety: So, on the preſent Occaſion, we 
> her, ſhall. inform him, that it was the Lady 
ry nor B-—,. the Wife of an old 1:þ Nobleman, 
him, who, though not young herſelf, had ne- 
but a vertheleſs ſuch warm Blood in her Veins, 
hat he that ſhe could very well diſpenſe with a. 
deſired young Gallaht, at any Time: And had 
e ſame had ſeveral before ſhe pitched u Will: 
wards; Ramble, whom ſhe” firſt ſaw at the Play- 
o per- Houſe, and found Means afterwards to- 
for the come at. the Knowledge of his Lodgings. 
88. ene e ö Ws | 
E As ſhe: was the Daughter of a very rich 
Engliſh Gentleman, who had married her 
to the old Iriſh Lord for the Sake of a Ti- 
HAP. tle, ſa her Settlement: for Pin- Money was 


very conſiderable; and any likely young 
Fellow that wanted Money, and; could 
51 F 5 Dleaſe 
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pleaſe her Ladyſhip, was ſure to be very 


well recompenced for his Service. But as 


. this Kind of Amour, or rather Drudgery, 


was not at all agreeable to Will Ramble, eſpe- 
cially with a Perſon for whom he had no 
Manner of Inclination, he found Means, 
after two or three more Interviews with 
her, to break it entirely off, by changing 
his Lodging; which he was compelled to, 
more on Account of his Concern, in ob- 
ferving the Paſſion that Miſs Fanny, his 
Landlord's Daughter, had: conceived for 
him, than for the Sake of: avoiding the 
Company of his new Lady. However, as 
he found himſelf obliged to it on Account 
of the one, he reſolved to avail himfelt 
thereby with the other. 


Indeed ill Ramble liked. the Lodgings 
that he had at preſent. exceeding well; as: 
they were convenient, and lay: in a com- 
modious Part of the Town for a Man of 
Pleaſure to dwell. in: But the encreaſing 
Flame, that the Breaſt of Miſs Fanny 
glowed with, which he could not fail ob- 
ſerving, by a great many Inſtances; ſtruck: 
ſuch a Damp upon his Spirits, as He knew 
himſelf incapable of returning it 5 and: 
could not gratify her any otherwiſe than at 
the Riſque. of her Virtue, W and 

8 4 cace 
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peace with her Parents, that he reſolved to 
extinguiſh it, if poſſible, by removin 0 from 


the Object, and therefore determined upon 
taking other Lodgings. 


Miſs Fanny received the firſt Notice of 
this unwelcome News from WilPs Foot- 
man, which ſhocked her to the very Heart, 
as ſhe knew thereby, that ſhe muſt ſoon 
expect to loſe ſight of all that her Eyes 
eſteemed precious. But how great was her 
Affliction, when one Morning coming in- 
to the Parlour, where her Father and Mo- 
ther were at Breakfaſt, ſhe found Will 
Ramble acquainting them, that ſome Buſi- 
neſs he had to attend at the other End of 
the Town, had obliged him to change his 
Lodgings ; therefore he deſired, they Would 
put a Bill for the letting theirs as ſoon as 
poſſible ; for that he ſhould 80 away the 
next Week. 


This was a Thunder- Bolt to poor Fanny, 
who was ready to ſink into the Ground, on 
hearing the Words come from Wi I's 
Mouth; and, indeed, it would have been 
a vety great Piece of Indiſcretion for him 
to have delivered them before her, as he 


was ſenſible what ſhe ſuffered for him, had 
ne done it defignedly : FOR having enquired 
F 


of 
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of his Footman - where Miſs Fanny was, 
and being informed, that ſhe was below in 
the Kitchen, he, therefore, took that Op- 
portunity of communicating his Intention 
to her Parents, without her hearing it, had 
ſhe not happened to come into the Room, 
as we have ſaid before, juſt as he was ac- 
quainting them with the Matter. 


Will was very much vexed at ſeeing 
what an Alteration this Affair occaſioned 
in Fanny's Countenance : However it did 
not prevent him from purſuing his Reſolu- 
tion. But a Day or two before his Depar- 
ture he called her aſide: and, after making 

her a very handſome Preſent, for the Trou- 
ble ſhe had been at, in ſeeing his Apart- 
ments well kept, during his Abode at her 
Father's Houſe, he moſt earneſtly en- 
treated her, with the moſt tender Perſua- 
ons, to lay aſide all Thoughts of him; as 
Fortune had put it out of his Power to 
make her as happy as he could wiſh, . 


Though Will had really never given the 

leaſt Encouragement to Miſs Fanny's Paſ- 

ſion, yet his going away from her Father's 

was worſe than a Heart-breaking to her.— 

Worſe, we ſay, for it flung her into a vio- 
lent IIlneſs; from which being with Dis. 
N a culty 
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culty recovered, ſhe preſently grew deli- 
rious, and afterwards became melancholy. 


) | N 

. This Accident put her Parents to ex- 
had ceſſive Charge, in endeavouring to recover 
om, her to her Senſes again; but all without Ef- 


fect: Her Frenzy at laſt growing ſo ſtrong 
upon her, that they were no longer able to 
bear with her at Home, but had her remov- 


eing ed to a private Mad-Houſe ; where the 
oned et remains, and is like to continue during 
did by Life. A melancholy Warning to 
ſolu- young Perſons, how they ſettle their Af- 
par- fections too precipitately on thoſe that 
King want either Inclination or Power to return 


them: For though the latter was the Caſe 
in the preſent Inſtance, yet the former 
likewiſe might have been attended with the 
ſame diſmal Conſequences, 7413 


zther's 
her.— 
a vio- 
Diffi- 
culty 


Hie took ve 
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CHAP. IV. 


Is which Will Ramble gains a new Ac 


IL L Ramble being grown quite 
weary of the Careſſes of the Lady 
B-—, found Means effectually to get 
rid of that Amour by the Expedient of 
changing his Lodgings ; in doing which 
r Care to _— it almoſt 
impoſſible for her any Way to be apprized 
of ibis new Habitation. F or U he 
had as ſtrong a Got for the Pleaſures of 
Love as ever a young Man of his Ape, 
yet it muſt be a Perſon ſomething younger 
than that Lady, which could pleaſe his 
Palate, as he deteſted the Drudgery of a 
Stallion even upon any Conſiderations, 


He went one Night about Eight o'Clock, 
to a noted Gaming-Table, near Covent- 
Garden, where he had not been above an 
Hour and an Half at Play, before he won 
very conſiderably; and particularly of one 
Gentleman, who had been the greateſt 
Part of the Evening at it, and was now 
quite broke down. After curſing the Dice, 

an 


(rtr) 
and uttering ſome hearty Ejaculations, chat 
are too impious to be rehearſed; he told Vi 
Ramble, that as he had won all his Money, 
he hoped that he would be ſo generous as 
to lend him Half a Crown, to purchaſe a 


% 


Supper with; proteſting that he had not 


eat a Mouthful the whole Day. | 


As Will had won upwards of forty Gui- 
neas of him alone, and did not want for 
Generofity, when he met with a ſuitable 
Object, he very readily put his Hand in 
his Pocket, and pulling out two Guineas, 
told the ether they were at his Set Vice, and 
that he ſhould expect no Return. 


The Gentleman, whoſe Name way 
Huphes, thanked him very Kindly for this 
unexpected Gratuity, fwearing very hearti · 
ly withal, that he would return the Obr. 
gation as ſoon as Fortune ſhould put it in his 
Power; At which; Vill Ramble only ſmil- 
ed, as Knowing the Promifſes of broken 
Gameſters'to be of very little Significancy; 


but Mr. Hug ber being elated at thus uhex- | 


pectedly recovering ſo much of his' 
back again, had a Mind to try his Luck 
with it afreſh, i hopes that theſe two Gui=- 
neas might prove ſo fortunate as to bring, 
back the Remainder, _ he had loft, 
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' 1 
and therefore propoſed (though I think not 
very handſomely) to ſet them to him 
again. on [rd < | 


But Will perceiving ſome Company en- 
ter the Room, whom he knew, by Ex- 
perience to be errant Sharpers, was willing 
to retire while he was ſo well off. There- 
fore he told Mr. Hughes, that he never 
25 againſt his own Money; and that, 

aving done very well for one Night, he 
would now go to Supper alſo; of which he 
ſhould be very welcome to partake, upon 
Condition, that he ſhould not propoſe for 
either of them to touch Card or Die the 
Remainder of the Night: —Whereupon 
Mr. Hughes very readily accepted of his 
Invitation, after giving his Honour to ob- 
ſerve the Injunction. that Vill had laid upon 
bim. | el | 

They directly adjourned from the Play- 
Table to the Roſe- Tavern in the Play- 
Houſe Paſſage, Bridges- Street, where Will 
Ramble ordered. a Couple of Wild-Ducks 
to be roaſted, and he and Mr. Hugbes re- 
freſhed themſelves over a Glaſs of White 
Lon, while they were drefling. 


Though 


ww 
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Though Mr. Hughes had given his 
Word and Honour to Vill Ramble not to 
propoſe the touching of either Card or 
Die, yet he had a ſtrong Itching to paſs the 
Time at Play, till Supper was ready; and 
thought as his Promile did not extend to 
any Game at the Tables, he might very 
well propoſe Draughts, or Back-Gammon, 
without forfeiting his Word, which he did 
accordingly: But Will abſolutely perſiſted 
in not playing a Stroke more that Night. 


After Supper they fell into Converſation, 
together over a Bottle, when Will addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to Mr. Hughes, ſaid, * Sir, I 
* plainly perceive, both by your Converſa- 
tion and Behaviour, that you have, been 
* bred a Gentleman; and really, though 
© it is ſome Time ſince I firſt ſaw you at 
* the Play-Table, yet by what I obſerved 
of you there, I always had a Notion that 
* you was not one of thoſe common Shar- 
pers, who get their Bread by preying on 
* ſuch Perſons as ourſelves. Your Love 
* for Play, that I have often remarked, 
and the conſiderable Sums that I have 
* ſeen you loſe to thoſe Sort of Gentry, 

confirmed me in this Opinion of you; 
inſomuch, that I have often pitied your 
en- 
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« engaging with them, as I was certain 
r duped.” ; HR 


. 


Sir,“ replied Mr. Hughes, you judge 
very rightly of me: I affure you, I never 
played but upon the Square in my Life; 
* neither am I at all acquainted with an 
© of thoſe fraudulent Tricks, that tho 
Sharpers uſe whom you juſt now men- 
* tioned z and which, I have the greateſt 
© Reaſon to believe, have been often put 
in Practice againſt me: For though I 
underſtand my Game, and all the Chan- 
© ces of it as well as any Man, and have 
found no Reaſon to complain of Fortune, 
* when I have been engaged with ſuch 
Gentlemen as yourſelf, that played fair, 
« yet in Spight of Skill, in Spight of For- 
time, when I have light in fome Hands, 
I have been always certain of coming off 
© 2 conſiderable Loſer.” 


There is certainly nothing more be- 
4 witching than Play, when once we fuf- 
fer the Habit of it to get the Maſterſhip 
« of us; and though I have followed it for 
© many Years, and experienced moſt of the 
Vicifſitudes of Fortune therein, yet at 
© laſt I found myſelf in a thouſand Times 


; ( 115 ) | 
in of * worſe Condition than at firſt ſetting out 
and know this, if I continue following it 
much longer, it muſt end in beggaring 
judge me. Nevertheleſs, ſuch are the ſtrong Al- 


never urements to Gaming, that I cannot for 
Life; the Soul of me refrain from it, notwith- 
h an * ſtanding the many ſtrong Refolutions, 
tho and even Vows, that I have often made 
men- to the contrary. ' 

eateſt 

n put If it was not too late to enter upon ſuch 


gh 1 a long Detail to Night, Sir, I would give 
you a Relation of all my Adventures, 
ever ſince my firſt taking to Play, which 
perhaps might neither be unentertaining 


| fuch nor uſeleſs to you. —But as it now draws 
J fair, near upon Twelve, I. muſt defer it till 
f For- ſome other Opportunity. 

lands, 

ng off Sir,“ anſwered Will Ramble, © if Time 


« permitted, I ſhould be highly pleaſed 
© with the Relation; and, if I ſhould be 
© able to draw any Benefit therefrom, the 
greater would be my Obligation to your 
* Candour and Generoſity, for diſcloſing 
0 your Adventures to me; which I ſincere- 
y promiſe, upon the Word of a Man of 
* Honour, ſhall go no farther than my 
* own Boſom.— However, if it will ſuit 
© you to come and take a Dinner . 

Q. 
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« engaging with them, as I was certain 
r DR 


Sir,“ replied Mr. Hughes, you judge 
very rightly of me: I aſſure you, I never 
played but upon the Square in my Life; 
* neither am I at all acquainted with an 
© of thoſe fraudulent Tricks, that tho 
Sharpers uſe whom you juſt now men- 
© tioned; and which, I have the greateſt 
© Reaſon to believe, have been often put 
in Practice againſt me: For though I 
underſtand my Game, and all the Chan- 
© ces of it as well as any Man, and have 
found no Reaſon to complain of Fortune, 
* when I have been engaged with ſuch 
* Gentlemen as yourſelf, that played fair, 
yet in Spight of Skill, in Spight of For- 
tune, when J have light in fome Hands, 
I have been always certain of coming off 
© 2 confiderable Loſer.* 


| © There is certainly nothing more be- 
« witching than Play, when once we fuf- 
fer the Habit of it to get the Maſterſhip 
6 rol Pri though I have rl 
many Years, and experienced moft e 
« Vicifficudes of Fortune therein, yet at 
« laſt I found myſelf in a thouſand Times 
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in of * worſe Condition than at firſt ſetting out 
and know this, if I continue following it 

much longer, it muſt end in beggaring 
judge me. Nevertheleſs, ſuch are the ſtrong Al- 


never lurements to Gaming, that I cannot for 
Life; © the Soul of me refrain from it, notwith- 
h an * ſtanding the many ſtrong, Refolutions, 
tho and even Vows, that I have often made 
men- to the contrary. ' 
eateſt | 
n put If it was not too late to enter upon ſuch 
gh 1 a long Detail to Night, Sir, I would give 
Chan- you a Relation of all my Adventures, 
have ever ſince my firſt taking to Play, which 
tune, perhaps might neither be unentertaining 
ſuch nor uſeleſs to you. But as it now draws 
| fair, near upon Twelve, I. muſt defer it till 
f For- * ſome other Opportunity. 
[ands, 
ng: off Sir,“ anſwered Will Ramble, © if Time 
« permitted, I ſhould be highly pleaſed 
© with the Relation; and, if I ſhould be 
e be- © able to draw any Benefit therefrom, the 
e ſuf- greater would be my Obligation to your 
erſhip * Candour and Generoſity, for diſcloſing 


* Honour, ſhall go no farther than my 
* own Boſom.— However, if it will ſuit 
© you to come and take a Dinner iT 

* 


0 your Adventures to me; which I ſincere- 
* ly promiſe, upon the Word of a Man of 
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| To- morrow at my Lodgings, your Story 

| © I doubt not will afford me ſufficient En- 

| « tertainment for the reſt of the Evening, 

| * which I intend we ſhall paſs over a Bot- 
1 tle together. 2 The . 
4 Mr. Hughes very readily agreed to this ter 


Propoſal, and Will having given him Di- 
rections where he lodged, they emptied 
their Bottle, and took Leave of each other 
em 


017 


HAP. v. 


ing, 
* The Adventures of Mr. Hughes, a Gameſter : 
As well worthy the Peruſal of all that Fra- 
this ternity, as of thoſe that are addified to Play. 
oe H E next Day, Mr. Hughes came at 
other the Time appointed, and, after Din- 
ner, began his Narrative in the following 
Manner. 
I was born,” ſaid he, in the City of 
« Landaff, in Glamorganſbire, which I ſup- 
© pole you know lies in Scuth-Wales, and 
borders upon what is called the Briſtol- 
© Channel: My Father had an Eſtate of 
© about two hundred Pounds a Year, which 
lay partly near Shepſtow, in Monmouth- 
A 9 * ſhire, and partly near Newham in Glouceſ- 


© terſhire. | I don't know whether you 
© were ever in thoſe Parts, but theſe two 
Counties lie contiguous ; being divided 
 enly by a River, that run through my 
Fathers Grounds; but he, for Cheap- 
* nels and Conveniency, choſe rather to live 
* at Landaff, than on his own Eſtate, 


As 
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As he had no other Children but me 
and my Siſter, on his Death I came into 
Poſſeſſion of his Eſtate ; which, in that 
Part of the Ifland, was ſufficient to en- 
able me to make as good an Appearance 
as a Man of four hundred Pounds a 


Year could do in moſt other Parts: For 


Proviſion and Neceſſaries are almoſt in- 
credibly cheap there, to what they be in 
this Part of the Kingdom, where 
now are. | 


At my Father's Deceaſe, he bequeath- 
ed my Siſter nine hundred Pounds for 
her Portion; which I was to pay her out 
of the Money that he left, which was a. 
bout twelve hundred Pounds in all. 
But I being then at Age, he appointed 
me ſole Executor of this laſt Will and 
Teſtament; and other Accidents, which 
I am about to relate, intervening, ſhe 
never could get but five hundred Pounds 
of me; which, in about three Months 
after my Father's Death, I paid to an 
eminent Tradeſman, that ſhe then mar- 
ried in the City of Hereford. 


My Father had not been dead above 


© half a Year, before a Gentleman, who 


« hyes 


ut me 
e into 
1 that 
to en- 
arance 
unds a 
: For 
oft in- 
be in 
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nds for 
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« lives in Glouceſterſhire, and whoſe Eſtate 
there joined to mine, commenced a Law- 
Suit againſt me, concerning ſonſe Boun- 
« daries belonging to my Eſtate at Newham; 
« which I was in great Hopes would have 
© been tried at the County Aſſizes at 
© Glouceſter ; but he found Means to move 
© it into the Court of King's-Bench, and I 
vas obliged to come up to London to car- 
© ry on my Cauſe. 


© 1 had very few Acquaintance here, 
but was recommended by my Siſter's 
Huſband to a Kinſman of his named 


appeared to carry on a pretty 
that Branch of Buſineſs, It was at his 


Houſe I took up my Lodgings at my 
firſt coming to Town: We ſoon 

very intimate together, and always called 
one another Couſins, 


* He had lately matried a very pretty 
Woman for his Wife, who was a Brewer's 
Daughter, and brought him four hundred 
Pounds with her ; which Money, with 
good Man nt, might have ſupport- 
ed him in his Trade very well. But, to 
my great Aſtoniſhment, though he had 
been married but two Months before my 


coming 


2 I_— r — ! — — - 
. 2 2 —— — — — 


Harris, who was a Linnen-Draper, and 
rade in 
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„ 
coming to London, I had not been at hi 


return the Money again to me the Week 
following: And as I was ſenſible that he _ 
knew I had Money about me, ſo I had 
not. the Face to refuſe him. 


0 r. 
HFouſe above a Fortnight when he came p 
up Stairs to me, one Morning, and re. , V 
* queſted me to lend him fifty Pounds; . ſa 
* ſaying that he had received a Bill drawn WW. T 
upon him for that Sum, and happened le 
then to be out of Caſh; but promiſed to . 150 
c 

c 

* 


He went out after Dinner, as he ſaid, 


« to take up the Bill; but 1 underſtood 

© by the Maid, he did not come home a- 

* gain till the next Morning. However, 

© thenext Week he returned me my Money 

again very punctually, according to his 1 

bY Promiſe. | | | 0 my 
My Law-Suit went on very heavily, Wt: — 

I had brought up four Witneſſes with . o pu 

me to Town, whom 1 lodged at an 1 ma 

© Inn and paid their Expences there for . His! 

three Weeks, in Hopes that the Af. large 

fair would have been decided by that . ther x 

« Time; but my Adverfary knowing he or re 

had a better Chance of gaining bi Can, 

Cauſe by wearing me out, than from the MW ir, he 

« Juſtice of the Courts, found Means, to Vor. 


* my 
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my great Diſappointment, to get the Trial 
put off till the next Term; and the long 
Vacation coming on, I was obliged to 
« ſatisfy my Evidences for their Time and 
© Trouble in coming to London, and to 


| at his 
» Came 
nd re- 
zunds ; 


dr * ſend them back again into the Country, 
Ried * without receiving a Halfpenny Benefit 
en kom all the Expence that I had been 


that he 18 


d I had * Happy would it have been for me 


had I gone Home along with them: 


he ſaid, 
lerſtood 
nome a- 
owever, 
Money 
g to his 


* of two long Journeys I choſe to ſtay in 
* Town, and wait the Event of the next 
Term. 75 3 


6 During thi Interval, Mr. Harris, or 
* my Kinſman, as he was pleaſed to term 


heavily. B+ dred Pounds; which, on anding he had 
ſſes wit) Bi: ſo punctually returned the former fifty, 
d at ug made no Heſitation at lending him it. 
there for His Excuſe was, that he had bought in a 


the Af. large Stock of Linen very cheap, of a Bro- 

by that BF ther Draper, that was ſelling off his Stock 

"wing de for ready Money; and that, not having 

ning bi Caſh enough of his own to lay down for 

from the BF it, he made bold to trouble me to aſſiſt 

leans, to Vor. II. G him; 
4 my | 


— 2 
— rr „ „ 
———— 

. — . . 


But I thought otherwiſe at that Time; 
* and, for the Sake of ſaving the Expence 


- »v war” AIST ner Ro ood . 
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* himſelf, came again to borrow an hun- 


7 - ry 
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him; and -promiſed me Payment again 7 


£ 1n a Month's Time. 


© As I had no Suſpicion of the Truth * 
of what he aſſerted, ſo I remained per · I. 
fectly eaſy about my Money, till the he 
Time of Payment came round, when he * 
he put me off for a Fortnight longer; 2 
and at the End of that Time begged a * 
Month's Patience more of me: To all FN 
* which I was obliged to comply, as I did TY 
not chuſe to give him Trouble, knowing 1 

that ſuch an Accident very much im- ot 
pairs the Credit of a Man in Trade in 4 
the World. f wats 

I re 

cc v 


4A little while before the laſt Term, 
< that he requeſted, was expired, we went 5. d 
to take a Walk together in the Fields, 22 
one Afternoon, it being the Month of . P 
s Auguſt, which is a dead Time for aiy MY _ "= 
c 


* Buſineſs in London. After this, we went 
© to the Tavern to take a Glaſs of Wine ; If 
alm 


* together, over which he propoſed to me 
to go with him and take ſome Diverſion, W Wh 
« that he ſaid he could ſhew me, to pal and 
the Remainder of the Evening. ; * 
in 

* dark 


Upon my enquiring what it was, he 
© aſked me if I loved Play, 1 told wy 
; : 1 66 at 


t again 


Truth 
qd per · 
ill the 
nen he 
onger; 
gged a 
To all 
s I did 
nowing 
ch im- 
rade in 


Term, 
re went 
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onth of 
or any 
re went 
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J to me 
verſion, 
to pak 


WAS, | he 
1d him, 
66 that 


dark. 
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* that I believed I had as good a Hand at 
a 


* Whiſt, Cribbidge, Put, or 411 
2 bidge, Pur, or All-Fotrs, 


don't you underſtand Dice 55 Te which 


here you may pref 

* 
= pon'this I: told Alm! cx the 
| ering the Expences my Law-Suit 


I replied again, «« tha uld be loch ro 
I - t I ſhoul | 
venture my _ at > Gl 


e putting his Hand into hi 64 
pulling out a Pairof Dice: he. — Boa 


on the Table 3 and, in a Quarter of an 


* and having diſcharzeq . 
c 5 Bret” 
ly from thence to the ig ring 


being | now Eight o'Clock, and- * 


2 


014 


** Though he ſaid, he believed it was ra- 
© ther too ſoon for the Company to be met, 
yet on our Arrival there, we found near 

a Score People aſſembled together round 
a large Table; ſome of which, I muſt 
< confeſs, bore ſuch very inauſpicious Looks, 
that had I met them on any Road, 1 


NI 
* ſig 


Keg 
© rur 
© ſey 


* ſhould have been under great Dread of - obſ 
being robbed. But Uſe renders every MW. Tal 
Thing habitual to us, and, in a little I. lie « 
Time, I began as well to reliſh the Com- il © ſude 
« pany of thoſe ill-looked Fellows, as that . furp 
of any others; and was ſo far from havin Mor 


any Apprehenſions of their robbing me, 1 Hur 
that I even ventured to ſet: to them, as it danc 
is called. 


< As I did not play deep the firſt Night, . _ ] 
and, perhaps, ſome of the Fraternity his, 
s perceiving that I was a Younker at it, 
might give me that Opportunity of win- Ti 
ning by Way of Encouragement, ſo I came * me 
off pretty well, having cleared Ten Gui- 
© neas; Five of which I was obliged to 
© lend my Kinſman, that had introduced 


I befo 
me, he loſing Twenty before my Face efo 
Neither had he any Succeſs with thoſt pigs 

+ © Five that he borrowed of me; | and hope : 
] have Reaſon to think, that my fir. _— 


© Nights 


FEA 125) | 
e Night's Succeſs was more owing to De- 
* ſign than Chance. 


axe At my Return Home, I began to 
3 ruminate on what had happened, and the 
_ © ſeveral Viciſſitudes of Fortune, that I 
ad, mn þ obſerved during my Stay at the Play- 
ad * Table. Sometimes the Money would 
2 © lie on Heaps on one Side, and again as 
little . ſuddenly revolt to the other. But what 
2 © ſurprized me moſt was, to ſee a Man one 


Moment at the Table in the moſt pleaſant 


naving Humour poſlible, and the next, jumping, 
8 = dancing, raving, curſing and ſwearing a- 
N, 


bout the Room like a Madman; wiſhing: 

the moſt bitter Imprecations to light on 

© his Head for having loſt his Money. 

This, Sir, is nothing to us, now we are 

ater”) uſed to itz- but I aſſure you, it ſeemed: 

re * ſtrange and ſhocking to me at that 
ime.. ; 


ſen GU As I now plainly perceived what 
pliged "If Courſe of Life Mr. Harris followed, tho? 
troduces before began to entertain ſome ſhrewd 
ny Face Opinions of his ſtaying from Home ſb 


ith often at Nighis, I gave my hundred 
by Gif Pounds, that I had lent him, over as loſt. 


= For I ſaw plainly, that his Fortune de- 
Nig pended more on the Turn of the Die, 
— -* than 
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than on his Induſtry in Trade. This gave Ml. he 


me ſome Anxiety; but I waited with : a N 
Patience, till the Time was expired, in . bou 
* which he had. promiſed me Payment, . Pro 


and then I made a Demand on him: . nd 
When he told me, he had lately had . and 
* ſuch a Run of Il Luck at the Tables, go. 
that it was impoſſible for him to comply 


* with my Requeſt as then; but if I would 1 * 
* have Patience for a Month longer, he erſe 
hoped that Fortune would enable him to ome 
make me eaſy. I told him: I thought my 
it was very hard, that I muſt truſt to his 2 
Succeſs at Play, for Money that I had N * 
ent him out of my Pocket.“ To which ad tl 
© he anſwered : Trade was ſo dead at pre- _ 
« ſent, and had been for ſuch a long Time, 5 1 


* that, was it not for now and then a good - 
Night or two at the Gaming-Table,W Sn. 


s himſelf, as well as many more eminent N 
* Tradeſmen, whom he could name, mul : 473 
ſhut up their Shop-Doors. He entreatei op W 
me very much to have Patience with hing ad 2 
kor the Time he deſired, which I pre or 4 if 
* miſed I would, upon Condition that H this 75 
© paid me the Five Guineas which I ha * I 
© lent him at Play. He anſwered: Th unds. 
© he could not * directly ; but if Ind, 

would go that Night with him to r- 


* Table, I ſhould have my Money: F 
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© he had won Forty the Evening before, of 
a Man that had not then Caſh enough a- 
bout him to anſwer it; but that he had 
« promiſed: Payment to him as that Night, 
« and he knew he was a ſubſtantial. Perſon, 
and did not doubt, but he would be as 


ples * good as his Word. 

pH «© We went thither accordingly : The 
would Perſon, who was a Jew, came thither 
TI, he ſome. ſhort Time after, and paid him; 
um e whereupon he returned me my Five 
wry Pieces, Being there I could not reſiſt 


e che Temptation: I fell to Play again; 
Ine had the Luck to win Ten Guineas the fe- 
WII BY cond Time. Elated with this Succeſs, I 
at pre reſolved to venture again the next Night, 


\ 2d informed my Companion of my De- 
a £0" ſign. He ſeemed very much delighted 


Table i finding I had ſuch an Inclination for 


A Play; and to encourage me, began to re- 
ae, mu bie, with what large Sums he had come 
ntreateſ off a Winner at ſeveral Times, which, 
with bin bad they been put together, he muſt, ac- 


h 1 P' cording to his Account, have been at 
n chat M this Time worth Five or Six Thouſand, 
_ * Pounds. 

ed: 1. | 


but 1 Indeed, I could not help giving ſome 
Credit to what he ſaid, as I found that 


G 4 very 


(128) 


very Night he had won e 
beſides the Forty the Night 2 

ever, he did 1 offer to pay arty py 
more of the Sum that he had borrowed 
of me; and really my Suceeſs had. put 
me into ſo good a Humour, that I did 
not know how to aſk him.” Here: 
Gentleman coming to ſpeak with Wil 
Ramble about ſome Buſineſs, he withdrey 
with him into the next Room; and, on hi 
Return, Mr. Hughes proceeded, as you 
will find in the next Chapter, 


@ G 00-0» 
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CHAP. VL 


In which Mr. Hughes continues the Relation ii 

of his Adventures. 1 

on H © L venturing at the Gaming-Table, | f 
s youll © 414 not anſwer thoſe of the two former: 9 
J On the contrary, ] loſt fifteen Guineas, | 


and might have been double that Sum 
out of Pocket, if I had continued-play-- 
ing, but I flung out betimes; though I 
cannot ſay it was without ſome Diffi- 
* culty of Mind, as I longed to recover 
© my Money again: But really I had only 
© one half Crown left, which with thoſe 
* fifteen Pieces, was all the Money that I. 
brought with me. 


— Lad 
— — ——— 
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l went home rather more chagrined at 
©my ill. Succeſs this Night, than I had: 
been before elated with my Good. Ho-] 
* ever, as Mr. Harris came off a Winner, 
* he heartened me up as much as he could; - 
telling me, that another Night's Luck, 
might make me double and treble A- 
* mends for my preſent Loſs; adviſing . 
* me.withal to venture roundly, for that 

WES: never 
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© never any one had Fortune at Play that 
© was faint-hearted. | 1 


© 0 6 a 


Ta ſay the Truth, found my Incli- 
nations too ſtrongly inclined to this Di- 
© verſion, for to need any Incitement. 
* The next Night I followed his Advice, 
and Fortune ſeemed in 1 Humour to 
* verify his Words; for, by venturing 
Y 0 deep, I came off fourſcore Pounds 
TY inner. 


Term - time now drawing on, the 

© Thoughts and Preparations for my Law- 
. Trial diverted me a while from urſuing 
my good Succeſs at the Play-Table : In- 

© ſomuch, that I went thither but once 
© more before my Law-Suit came to a 
Hearing, and then I alſo cleared about 
thirty Guineas. 


1 was not able to prevail with more 
than two of my four former Witneſſes, 
© to take ſuch a long Journey to Town a- 
ain : For indeed, my Antagoniſt had 
3 ht two of chem off; and though 
© «they were Aer" ay tome by me, they never 
Court. Wherefore, for want 

« 2 Fſufficlent Evidences to the antient 


Boundaries of wy Gloucefter ſhire n 


R 
©] loft my Cauſe, 4 Verdict was given 
« againſt me with Coſts; and I was there- 
© by deprived of a great many Acres of 


' 


my beſt Land. 


It has often been obſerved that one 
* Misfortune is generally attended by ano- 
* ther; and indeed I experienced it at this 
Time. For that very ſame Night, as I 
* had loſt my Cauſe, I, being heartily 
© yexed, went to the Play- Table, to drive 
© away Melancholy, with the Hopes of 
* compenſating my ill Succeſs at Law, by 
* good Fortune at Play : And happening 
© to be a little fluſtered with 1quorz- 
* which you will ſay is always very preju- 
© dicial to a Gameſler, F loſt two hundred 
Pounds there before I quitted the Room; 
* which was not till Day-Light appeared. 
the next Morning. 4 


© Returning home from thence, I found a 
TFavern open, I went in and called for a 
Bottle of Wine, of which I drank the 
* beſt Part in the Kitchen, meerly out of 
© Vexation; though, however, it was of 
© ſuch Service to me as to lay me to Sleep 
* when I got.to my Bed : But, on my 
* waking, I was ſo tormented with excru- 
. = 


* clating 1. of having loſt my 


6 Cauſe 


— —m 
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© Cauſe, and my Money at Play, that I was 
© almoſt ready to hang myſelf. 


c Getting up, I ſent for Mr. Harris, and 
© acquainting him with my ill Succeſs, 
© both Ways, afked him very ſharply for 
my Money, and whether he ever intend- 
ed to pay me. He told me, he was go- 


ing a little Way out of Town, to receive 


© a Bill of a Sho er r in the Country, 
< that dealt with or large Parcels of 


© Linen, and, that on his "op I e 


< certainly be paid. 


\ Accordingly the next Morning he ſet 
© out; but I never ſaw him again, till I 
« heard that there was a Statute of Bank- 
© ruptcy iſſued out againſt him: Upon 
© which, his Goods were all. ſeized, and 
'©* ſold, and the Shop-Doors were ſhut up. 
0 1 ſtill in the Houſe, waiting 
« for the Aſſignees to make a Dividend a- 
© mongſt his Credi editors; which at laſt they 
did ; and was, among others, ſo fortu- 
nate as to receive five Shillings in the 


Pound; which was more by half 
than I expected, at the firſt News of a 
«© Commiſſion of er eu * 


8 
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© When I firſt came to London I brought 
above five hundred Pounds in Caſh and 
Bills with me, though I had lived very 
extravagantly in the Country, after my 


- Father's Deceaſe, I endeavoured to re- 


trieve it on my coming to Town, by 2 
regular Way of Life, till Mr. Harris 
ſeduced me to the Play-Table. But, my 
Expences in carrying on my Law-Suit, 
treating my Witneſſes, my Loſſes at 
Play, and the ſeventy-five Pounds that I 
was out of Pocket by Mr. Harris, all 
put together, cut me ſo. deep, that I had 
not above fifty Guineas left, the beſt 
Part of which, I again loſt at the Gaming- 
Table; for that Diverfion began now to 
grow habitual to me. rr 


I had now not only my own Lawyer's 
Bill to pay, which amounted to a con- 
ſiderable Sum, but alſo my Adverſary's, 
who took Care to put me to as e 
pence as poſſible; and, I believe, charg- 
ed me for ſeveral Articles, that had not 
accrued in the Courſe of the Suit; I had 
his Bill taxed, but that was of very little 
Service, and did not much leſſen the 
Total, Whereupon I found myſelf o- 
bliged to mortgage my Eſtate of 1001. 


per 
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arg in Monmoutbſpire, to pay the 
* awyers Bills, and to defray my Ex. 
0 pences in Town: For I had run into one Sup 
that was pretty chargeable, though I che 
E have. not mentioned it to you as yet; « with 
* and that was an Amour that I 8 « whit 
TS. * his 
* attri 
© T have informed you dready, that M.. lowi 
* Harris had married a very pretty Woman, + had 
© but a ſmall Time before I came to lodge ture, 
© at his Honfe: And though ſhe was cer. 
© tainly very agreeable; both as to Perſon 1. 
and Temper, yet as he married her en. 
© tirely for Money, ſo he made her but a 
© indifferent Huſband.. For, beſides 
Faculty he had got of Gaming, I found 
© him alſo to be addicted to Women; in- 
ſomuch, that what with the one or the 
other, during my Stay at his Houle, 
© was hardly at Home three Nights in the 


« Me: 
gen 


< Week ; leaving his Buſineſs very much 
© to the Care of 55 Journeyman, w vs ity 
© doubt, was a conſiderable Help, erfo 
© others, to his N a Bankrap made 
8 * ſoon. | | wy temp! 
; after 
As 1 boarded with id. his Wi 


would frequently take an or 


ay theſ: 
ny Ex- 


Was Cer- 
o Perſon 
| her. en- 


r but at 


ſides 


I found 
en ; in. 
ne or tht 
louſe, be 
Us in tht 
mucꝭ 


„ 

Meal- Times, when he was abſent, as he 
« generally was, efpecially at Breakfaſt and 
Supper, of expatiating on, and 'cenſaring 
the Conduct of her Huſband, particularly 
* with Regard to his ſtaying out a Nights, 

« which, as ſhe had not the leaſt Suſpicion of 
* his frequenting the Gaming-Table, ſhe 
« attributed to no other Cauſe than his fol- 
flowing looſe Women; and perhaps ſhe 
had ſome private Reaſons for this Conjec- 
ture, that ſhe did not diſcloſe to me at firſt. 


I endeavoured all that I could to drive 
ſuch Notions out of her Head; but ſhe 
vas too much prepoſſeffed with them for 
me to do it, Company and the Bottle 
vas always the Excuſe that he pleaded ; 

but, as ſhe obſerved, he was generally too 

ſober on his coming home, to have been 
* drinking all the Night. n 


Her reiterated Complaints cauſed me to 

ity her; and the A bleneſs of her 
Perfon and Sweetnefs of her Temper, 
made me love her. However, I at- 
tempted not to gratify my Paſſion, till 
after the Statute of B cy was 
taken out and executed againſt her Huſ- 
band, by which I became charougly con 
vinced, both by his Company and Con- 
verſation, 


_— 


i xverſation; of the Courſe of Life he led; 


- 
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*- and particularly with Regard to Women 
of the Town. In which Diverſion, as he 
© termed it, he would. likewiſe have had 
© me to have taken a Share, as well as in 
Gaming; but. I always declined it: A. 
to ſay, Truth, my Heart was too much 
fixed where his-ought to have been, for 
* me to reliſh any. other. Woman, eſpecial 
ly ſuch Ladies as he kept Company with, 
And, indeed, the being ſo frequently let 
alone with a Woman of ſuch a charming 
< Diſpoſition, as well as. Perſon, was. e. 
* nough to induce any Man, even had he 
been older, or more phlegmatic than my: 
« ſelf, to have fallen in Love with. her. 


* When ſhe found her Huſband ab 
<: ſconded, and the Commiſſion was iſſued 
© out againſt him, the poor Creature wa 
© almoſt ready to go diſtracted; for hi 
Shop and Houſhold Goods being all ſeiz- 
ed upon, ſhe had hardly a Penny left to 
buy Bread, nor never a Bed ſhe could 
© call her own: to lie on. Whereupon, | 
very readily aſſiſted her with my Purſe; 
and, indeed, this Act of Generoſity plead- 
« ed ſtronger in my Behalf in her Eſteem 
© than my utmoſt Rhetoric could have 
done, had I made Uſe of it. 


« ff 


he led 
W omen 
„ As he 
ve had 
11 as in 
it: A 
much 
een, for 
ſpecial, 
ay with, 
ntly left 
1arming 
Was e- 
had he 
han my* 
her. 


and ab- 
as iſſued 
ure wu 
for his 
all ſeiz- 
y left to 
he na 
upon, 

6 Pure; 


7 peat 
Eſteem, 
1d have 


« ff 


(137) 


In a Word, my Benevolence, at a Time 
e 


* when. ſhe was ſenſible how much her 
« Huſband was in my Debt, inſpired her 
« with the utmoſt Gratitude, ſo that ſhe 
© could hardly refuſe me any Thing ; and 
© alſo created a very great Intimacy be- 
tween us. Finding that I had got ſuch 
© a good Footing in her Affection, I plied 
© her Home with my Addrefles ; ſhe con- 
© ſented to my Deſires, and gratified the 
ultimate of my Wiſhes, purely, as ſhe 
« ſaid, in Revenge to the Inconſtancy, 
«* Baſeneſs, and Perfidy of a Huſband; 
* who, by his vicious Courſes, had in- 
: . 0 her in ſo much Miſery and Diſ- 
* trels.. 


© I had almoſt forgot to tell you, that 
before ſhe applied to me for any Aſſiſt- 
* ance, ſhe had been to try what ſhe could 
do with her Father the Brewer; but he 
« refuſed ſeeing her. For as her Huſband 
had lately received ſo much Money with 
her, and it was a Match more of her 
* own deſiring, than her Father's ; ſo he 
* imagined that ſhe muſt participate with 
her Huſband in thoſe Extravagances that 
had brought them to Ruin, And, in- 
N | = © ed, 
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© deed, her Father knew nothing of her 
© Huſband's Vices, which he kept very 
private from the Eyes of the World; for 
it was owing to my Diſcovery, that even 
his Wife came at the Knowledge of his 
* frequenting the Gaming - Tables. Tho, 
to ſay the Truch, ſhe could not get this 
Secret from me, till I found that IT had 
* gained her Heart, and ſhe had given me 
the ſtrongeſt Teſtimonies in her Power, 
* to occaſion me to believe it. 


Thus becoming not only Maſter of 
her Perfon, but of her Heart alſo, for 
really ſhe loved me with great Sincerity, 
Ve lived very happily together, while her 
* Huſband was away from Home, which 
was full three Months : During which. 
* we did not ſee him above four or five 
* Times, and then he made no long Stay, 
For having no Love for his Wife, he 
knew very well how to compenſate for the 
Want of her as a Bedfellow, with other 
Women; and indeed, the Remorſe, that 
* lay, I believe, pretty heavy upon him ; 
for having ſquandered her Fortune, an 
* brought her to Ruin in ſuch a ſhort 
Time, rendered her an Object that he 
vas more willing to avoid, than to come 
in the Sight of. Therefore, he 3 
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Care to keep as much out of her Way as 
poſſible; at which ſhe was perfectly eaſy, 
declaring to me, that ſhe had enjoyed 
more Happineſs ſince our Intimacy to- 
gether, than what ſhe had done with her 
Huſband, ever ſince they had been mar- 
ried. . : "= | 


I do not doubt, Sir, but that you will 
cenſure my taking Advantage of this 
Woman's being beholden to my Aſſiſ- 
tance, as an ungenerous Proceeding in 
me; and I really own it to be ſuch: But 
Love, at that Time, inſpired me with 
the Thoughts of making Uſe of the Op- 
portunity which preſented; urging that 
no Circumſtance could be more favoura- 
ble to the Completion of my Wiſhes 
with her. Though I muſt really do my- 
ſelf the Juſtice to avow, that when ſhe 
was firſt ablige 1 to me for pe- 
cuniary Relief, and I readily offered 5 

her, I had no Manner of ghts of 
making any Uſe thereof, as a Meats of 
obtaining her Perſon. Even at that Time 
really loved her; and what I did in 
aſſiſting her, was, at firſt, purely out 
of Compaſſion to the miſerable Circum- 


* ſtances in which I ſaw her involved; and 
* which 1 was thoroughly ſenſible were en- 


© tuely 


Wks (1140 ) 
© tirely owing to her Huſband's Vice au © Tha 
< Folly:- For ſhe herſelf was a very notabe g bes; 
careful Woman, and an. exceeding goa plexed 
Oeconomiſt.L | | that T. 


| 35 wet] OY 
* Sir,” replied Vill Ramble; ** I am Plcatur 
© no-Stranger to the little Incidents and much 
« Intricacies of Love; and, therefore, ſhall 
* not go about to arraign your Conduct on 
« this Occaſion. When once we are in- 
4 fluenced by that Paſſion, it naturally in. 
© duces us to uſe all the Means in our 
&« Power, except that of Force, to obtain 
« Poſſeſſion ke Object, that we deſire, 
„ And though Mrs. Harris was under 
« ſome pecuniary Obligations to you, yet, 
« nevertheleſs, as you could have obliged 
c her Huſband to return them, ſhe might 
© have refuſed granting you the laſt Fa. 
« your, if. ſhe. had not really loved you; 
4 which I have great Reaſon to conjecture 
4 ſhe did, even. before the Enjoyment of 
« her, Neither can I cenſure your Pro- 
« ceeding. ſo ſeverely as you imagine; 
* ſince 1 do not find that you urged any 
« Obligations ſhe was under to you, as 
„Motive for her complying with your 
 « Deſires.” | 
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That I did not, I aſſure you,” ſaid Mr. 


lugbes; © and though I myſelf was ſo per- 
plexed and intangled with Difficulties, at 
that Time, on Account of the ill Succeſs 
of my Law-Suir, yet I really felt a ſecret 
Pleaſure in relieving the Diſtreſſed!” ** So 
much the better,“ replied Will Ramble, 
But I hear my Servant preparing to 
bring up Supper, therefore, umſt deſire 
you to deter your Relation till that is 
over, when I ſhall be glad to hear the 
Remainder,” 
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CHAP. VII. 


In which Mr. Hughes concludes, ” Adv 
us. 


' FTER Su upper Mr. Hughes rocee 
ed on. bis N. arrative, in the follow 
nner. 


| © There are a great many little Tri 

and Knaveries, that Mankind play off 
« gainſt one another, in order to a 

* themſelves; and which no one can beg 
« prized of, that has not been pretty mu 
* converſant in the World. — One of the 
Mr. Harris put in Practice, by becomi 
a Bankrupt. 


He went a few Days before to a f. 
© ſon, to whom he owed a little Sum, 
took up Fifty Pounds of him on the 
_ © curity of Part of his Stock in Tra 
of which he carried an Inventory, 
made it over to the Perſon to whom 
applied for the Money: Who, on © 
mining his Shop privately, and find 
© the Goods anſwer to the Inventory, | 
« readily aſſiſted him, though not with 
© a large Premium, | 
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0 This Pb EE Mr, Harris had been 


before concerned in ſome little Rogueries 
together; and as Mr. Harris's whole 
Stock was worth upwards of an Hundred 
and Fifty Pounds, it was agreed between 
them, ef 5 bereut ſhould * out a 
Statute of Ban nſt him, in 
order to defraud aa Tr his Credi- 
tors, having firſt taken away that Part 
of the Stock which was made over to 


is Adv 
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le Tri him; and this was accordingly executed 
lay of + a few Days afterwards : So that by this 

to . Subterfuge, when he had ſatisfied. the o- 
can bei ther Creditors with Five Shillings in the 


etty mu 
je of the 
becomi 


Pound, for their Debt, he had at laſt 
Fifty Pounds worth of Stock untouched 
to go on again in Trade: For he took 
care to keep the Money whole, that he 
had borrowed; on the Return of which, 


to a I'S he had that Part of his Goods again, 
Sum, I that were made over as a uy; for 
on the Wi the Loan. 

in Trad 


1tory, 
» whom 
o, ON e 
ind find 


* This Piece of 7 1 enabled him, 
in three Month's Time from the iſſuin 
of the Commiſſion, to return Home, anc 
open Shop again. Nou whether it was 


1tory, N owing to ſome Tittle-tattle of the iy fa 
not with N who ſuſpected more than * 


64 
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from my Intimacy with Mrs. Harris, and . her 
our living ſo long privately together, ot plo 
< whether he perceived any Fondneſs in her WM . el 
« towards me, I cannot juſtly fay ; but o . wil 
it was, that on his coming Home he ap. in c 
peared intolerably jealous of his Wite, WF , prel 
and gave me Notice to provide myſelf . ano 
© with ſome other Lodging in a Week's WM our 
Time; ſaying, that he could not find « þ. x 
Room for me any longer. * Ad\ 
| wou 
I took him at his Word, and preſent- Wl « pret 

6 ly provided myſelf with a new Apart. 
ment; but however my Removal did not « Þ 
< reſtore Peace between him and his Wife. detet 
They had continual Quarrels together; M a I. 
« ſhe upbraiding him with Whoring and. Tow 
© Gaming, and he returning it, by taxing Wl ſhe . 
© her with Incontinency with me; though MW de th 
* it happened Juckily on my Side, that he lower 
© could not prove it: And theſe Feuds ran MW: cloſe 
« ſo high at laſt, that he turned her ou. lived 
© of Doors. | but u 
—— ee a cated as d 
« I had by this Time, as I ſaid before, BM: obtait 
c mortgaged Part of my Eſtate and ink : ding 
ing paid both the Lawyers Bills, any: broue 

© ſome Debts, that I had contracted, we 
« propoſing to return again into the Coun « A, 
, irys when ſhe came to inform me ho- one I 
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« her Huſband had uſed her, and to im- 


« plore my Aſſiſtance. I did not know 
« well what to do in this Affair. I would 
« willingly have entertained her, as indeed 
in Gratitude I ought; but then I was ap- 
« prehenſive of the Danger of 3 
another Man's Wife; well knowing, 1 

our cohabiting together ſhould chance to 
© be betrayed, that he would take all the 
Advantage againſt me that the Law 
would admit of; and which is generally 
pretty ſevere in ſuch Caſes. 


© However, after ſome Conſideration, I 
determined, that ſhe ſhould go and take 
' a Lodging at the other Part of the 
« Town, towards Goodman's-Fields, which 
* ſhe accordingly did; and, that I might 
be the nearer to her, I removed to the 
lower End of Holborn. We kept a very 
* cloſe Correſpondence together; and ſhe 
* lived very handſomely by my Aſſiſtance; 
but unfortunately at length our Intimacy 
vas diſcovered to her Huſband, and he 
* obtained ſufficient Evidence of our bed- 
ding together; whereupon he directly 
* brought an Action againſt me. 


As I had already ſuffered too much by 
one Law-Suit, to run the Riſque of 
Vor. II, H 


* ſtanding 
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© ſtanding out a Second, eſpecially as [ 


knew myſelf in a bad Cauſe, T found ; 
Means to make up the Affair with him, * 
before it came to a Trial; though at the hy 
< Expence of Two Hundred Pounds, by 
« which he inſiſted on for Satisfaction; and * 
very probably would not have acquieſced 
with that, had he not been in exceeding : 
great Want of Money, to ſupply his Ex- * 
© travagancies. . 
This Sum I was forced to pay him — 
© in Three Months Time; and he there- i bo 
upon obliged his Wife to go Home again © bj, 
to him; ſince which I have never ſeen "wy 
< her, as I had like before to have paid too . — 
« dear for my Converſation with her. ind 
However, the Two Hundred Pounds : — 
© that he had of me did not laſt long. HW. J — 
jloſt it all in a few Nights at the Gaming : bete 
Table; after which, having no other 1 
KReſource, he took to the Road, by which. 23 
© he ſubſiſted for ſome Months; when, — 


having committed a Robbery on Bagſbo· . g 
8 Haul, he was purſued, taken, and ſent of hi. 
© to Reading Goal. FE. 


Here he lay a matter of Four Months. 


L 1 oft mi. 0 
f till wy Aſſizes came on, in the 7 ſerabe where 
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as | © ſerable Condition; during which he wrote 
und to me, praying for ſome Aſſiſtance : And 
um, 


I being conſcious of my Familiarity with 
t the his Wife, ſent him Five Guineas at 


nds, Limes, though I could ill ſpare the 
, and Money. | 

eſced | 

1 As ĩt was duſlciſh, when he committed the 
S ExX- 


© Robbery, and he was maſked, his Proſecu- 

* tor, beinga Gentleman of avery tender Con- 

hi «* ſcience, would not venture to {wear poſt» 
im 


ſ * tively to his Perſon; and the Circumſtances 
there- of apprehendinghim, he having flungaway 
again * his Piſtols (which were never found a- 
* * gain) in the Purſuit, not being ſufficient 
al 


to ſatisfy the Jury, that he was the very 
. individual Perſon who committed the 
Fact, he was acquitted, for want of ſuf- 
* ficient Evidence, For though he was 
* directly followed, and rode full gallop 
before Two of his Purſuers, yet he 
© pleaded in Excuſe, that he himſelf was 
* afraid of being robbed by thoſe that rode 
* after him, and, therefore, made the beſt 
* of his Way: And as the Money that was 
bound about him, on his being appre- 
WH © hended, was much more than he 
taken from the Gentleman, ſo it ſeemed 
© a Sort of Confirmation of his Defence, 
* whereby he got clear off for that Time. 

| 3 However, 


= 
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However, as after this Accident his 
Creditors came upon him, and he was 
neither able to keep open his Shop, nor 
to ſhew his Head; he took the wiſeſt 


Method for a Man in his Circumſtances, 


and directly ſhipped himſelf for Georgia, 
where he yet continues, if he is living.“ 


* Pray Sir,“ ſays Will Ramble, how 


came you to be apprized, that he cer- 


. 
. 


tainly committed this Robbery ; as 1 
perceive that you charge it fully upon 


him, although he was acquitted of it at 
the Aſſizes: 


0; et. & @:a @ 2 


Mr. Hughes anſwered : —*< The laſt 
Time I ſaw him, after his Acquittal, 
was at a Play-Table, that we uſed to fre- 
quent, where he went Halves with me in 
a Guinea Bet that I laid; but loſing, he 
entreated me to lend him a little Matter 
of Money, whereupon I aſſiſted him with 
Two Guineas; when going to the Tavern 
to drink a Bottle together, over his 
Glaſs, he contefſed the Fact to me, and 
alſo informed me of his Intent of going 


* to Georgia, which I adviſed him to pur- 
« ſue, ſince which Time J have never ſeen 


* 


him; but was told by his n 
| 5 ha 
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© had received a Letter from him, that he 


his lived tolerably well there.” 
vas | 
10r But pray,“ ſays Will Ramble, * what 
ſeſt became of his Wife? I'll tell you,” 
ces, ſays Mr. Hughes, Though I never ſaw 
gia, her, as I ſaid before, ſince her Huſband's 
g. * obliging her to go Home to him, yet I 
have been informed, that on his being 
taken up for the Robbery, ſne was o- 
cer- dliged to go to her Father's, where ſhe 
as | * broke her Heart through Grief; even 
upon before her Huſband came out of Goal. 
it at 


Thus, as I have ſhewn you, this A- 

* mour was very expenſive to me; which, 

e laſt * together with my ill Succeſs ar the Play- 
aittal, Table, obliged me to mortgage another 
o fre- Part of my Eſtate; ſo that at preſent I 
me in have not above Thirty Pounds a Year 
1g, he © left free from Incumbrances, out of all 
Matter WW © that I came in Poſſeſſion of at my Fa- 


m with WW © ther's Death, ; 

Tavern | | 

ver his Indeed I muſt do Mrs. Harris the 

ae, and © Juſtice: to declare, that ſhe often adviſed, 
going and preſſingly entreated me, to refrain 
to pur- © from Play; but the Habit was grown 
er ſeen WW © too ſtrong for me to ſhake off eaſily. No- 
er, who © thing could poſſibly cure me of it, but 


« had H 3 re- 
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win near an Hundred and Fifty Guinea 
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retiring into the Country; and that I did 
not dare to do, as I was aſhamed to ſhew 
my Face there among my Friends and 
Relations, after having thus ſquandered 
my Fortune in London. And, indeed, I 
have now followed this faſhionable Di- 
verſion ſo long, that I have no Reliſh for 
any Thing elle; and verily believe, that 
it will be impoſſible for me ever to re- 


frain from it, while I have a Farthing 
leſt. 


After being deprived of Mrs. Harris, 
that is to ſay, after her Huſband took 
her Home again, I followed Play more 
than. ever; and therein experienced great 
Variety of Fortune, being ſometimes very 
rich, and at others miſerable poor; in- 
ſomuch, that had I not ſome ſmall De- 
pendance, whereon I could now and then 
raiſe a little Money, I know not how I 


ſhould have done to. ſubſiſt. 


I was one Night at my Lady Mording- 
ton's Table, where there was a great 
deal of Company, and among the reſt 
was my Lord ——— , the Son of an e- 
minent Peer. We all played very deep 
that Evening ; and I had the Luck to 


« of 
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© of him. He had not Caſh enough then 
about him, to pay me, but gave me a 


and * Bank-Note of an Hundred Pounds, ſay- 
red ing, he would pay me the reſt when he 
E * came again, or I might call in Two or 
Di- * Three Days at his Lodgings for it. As 
for * almoſt all the Company knew him, and 
that * where he lived, I remained very well 
re- * contented. | 

hing 


] went to my Lady Mordington's again 
* ſeveral Times, yet could never ſec an 
arris, Thing of him; therefore, at lait, I made 
took bold to call at his Lodgings in the New- 
more Buildings; but he was always denied to 
great * me, even when I was certain of his being 
svery at Home, by my ſeeing other Perſons 
; in- admitted to him. | 
U De- 5 
d then * This Uſage provoked me very much: 
how I However, I was obliged to put up with 
Hit fora Time; till, one Day, perceiving 
him walking with another Gentleman in 


ording- WF the Mall, in the Park, I directly accoſt- 
great BW ed his Lordſhip, and taking him aſide, 
he reſt W reminded him of my Debt of Honour, 
f an e- in as genteel a Manner as poſlibly I 


could. He ſtared very earneſtly at 
zuck to WF me, and ſwearing a great Oath, ſaid, 
uineas | H 4 that 
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that he knew nothing of me nor the Debt 
neither. 


I was amazed at this Reply; when in- 
ſiſting upon it chat he owed me fifty - ſeven 
Pounds ten Shillings, he as abſolutely 
denied it, and walked off with the Gen- 
tleman: To whom I heard him ſay, that 
I was one of my Lady Mordington's Shar- 
pers. This enraged me not a little; but 
as the Park was an improper Place for 
me to return ſuch an Affront in the Man- 
ner it deſerved, I was obliged to go 
home to my Lodgings, where I began to 
conſider on ſome Means far recovering 
my Money. 


© T had already, as I have ſaid before, 
© had ſo much of Law, that I ſhould not 
* have choſe to ſeek for any Remedy that 
Way; even had my Lord owed 
£ me double the Sum he did. Beſides, | 
© was ſenſible, that ſhould I obtain a Ver- 
dict in Court for my Money, with Coſts, 
< yet if he made Uſe of his Priviledge as a 
Member of Parliament, I might remain 
a long Time without recovering a Halt- 


penny of it. 
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Debt ä 
This put me upon contriving other 
; Methods, but I could hit on none, that 
n in- I thought would ſucceed; and therefore 
even was obliged to ſend his Lordſhip a Chal- 
ately * lenge. We met and fought in Hyde- 
Gen- * Park; where, as I was but an indifferent 
that * Swordſman, having never learned to 
_ * fence above two Months, his Lordſhip 
z DñU 


run me through the Sword-Arm, and I 
vas obliged to beg my Life. 


ce for 


Man- 


0 £0 * However, in a few Days afterwards, his 
gan to «© Lordſhip had the Generoſity to ſend me 
vering * my Money, by a Gentleman to m 
* Lodgings; with a handſome Compli- 
ment, proteſting how ſorry he was for 
efore, * the Accident that had happened; and 


d not * aſſuring me, that his being in Liquor, 
ly that Bi « the Night he was at the Play Table, had 
| owed BY « occaſioned him quite to forget the Per- 
ſides, | * ſon and Circumſtances: But that on En- 
a Ver- * quiry, finding I was inthe Right, he had 
; Coſts, immediately ſent me the Sum, which he 
ige as © owed me, aſſuring, me alſo, that if I had 
remam Bl © had but a little more Patience, till his 
a Hal. BY « Lordſhip had rectified his Miſtake, I 
: ſhould have received it, without putting 
«TH my Life to any Riſk for it, or endanger- 


ing his Lordſhip's oy he "ee 
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© I ſhould do well again, and was heartily 
© glad, that the Affair between us was at- 
© tended with no worſe Conſequences. 


I made his Lordſhip a very civil Re- 
* turn to his Meſſage : But, notwithſtand- 
© ing all his fine Words — I was obliged 
© to pay the Surgeon ; which coſt me ten 
© Guineas. : 


* After this Adventure I followed my 

old Courſe of Play, and with the ſame 
* Succeſs as before; that is to ſay, one 
© Day rich, and another miſerable. And 
© was really quite broke down, the Night 
before laſt, when you was ſo good as to 
© lend me the two Guineas ; but I aflure 
* you, Sir, I will repay you as ſoon as ever 
either Fortune, or the Tenants of what 
© little Eſtate I have left in the Country, 
put it in my Power: And J am daily in 
Hopes of receiving half a Year's Rent 
from them, that is now due, by the 
* Hands of ſome of the Graziers, when 
* they come up to Town with thei 
Cattle!“ 


Will Ramble told him, ** that he was 
« heartily welcome to it; and, as he ſeem- 
ed to be a Man of Honour, if ten more 

« would 


rtily 
iS at- 


Re- 
tand- 
liged 
je ten 


2d my 
- ſame 
7, one 

And 
Night 
1 as to 
aſſure 
13 ever 
F what 
zuntry, 
laily in 
Rent 
by the 
„ when 


thei 


he was 


n more 
would 


pretty expenſive for me to go through 


3 „„ 
« would be of any Service to him, he 
« might have them. ——But pray, Sir, 
ſaid he, „had you no more Amours or 
« Love-Adventures, after you loſt Mrs. 
(0 Harris? | COIN 


A — 2 
8 a. - 


> WY << 
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© Yes, Sir,“ anfwered Mr. Hugbes, I 
© had another which I have ſtill upon m. 
Hands; but it did not coſt me ek 
Trouble in entering upon it, though con 
ſidering my preſent Circumſtances, it is 
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© with, — I find you don't comprehend 

* me rightly. You muſt know, Gat F af- 

* terwards took a Miſtreſs into Keeping, 

whom I yet maintain; but all the 

Trouble I had about gaining her, was 

the getting her from another Man, that 

kept her before: Though I believe her 

* Extravagances made him quite weary of 

her: And indeed, ſo they do me; but 

* ſhe is a pretty and engaging Woman, 

* that I know not how to part with her, 

* even if ſhe compleats my Ruin. You 

* yourſelf ſhall be Judge, whether ſhe is 

* deſerving a Man's Money, it you will 

do me the Favour to come and take a 

* Dinner with us To-morrow, in Return 

* for the Entertainment I have received 

from you To-day. I am ſure ſhe will 
H 6 * be 
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© beglad to have you there, for ſhe love 
Company 


To this Invitation Vill anſwered, ** that 
« if he thought he ſhould be no Ways 
& troubleſome to him, or the Lady, he 
% would embrace his Offer.” Pooh, 
pooh, not at all,“ replies Mr. Hug bes; 
© you have ſhewed yourſelf my Friend al. 
© ready and | hope ſuch will be always 
* welcome to my Miſtreſs. She lodges 
© near Gerrard- Street; however, if you 
© pleaſe, I will call on you in a Coach 
© To-morrow, about Two o'Clock ; and 
vill carry you thither along with me. 


Vill Ramble replied, *©* that he would be 
% ready to wait on him.” Having finiſh- 
ed their Bottle together, Vill returned 
him Thanks for fayouring him with the 
Relation of his Adventures; and Mr. 
Hughes retired to his Lodgings, or rather 
to thoſe of his Miſtreſs. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VII. 
In which Will Ramble 7s introduced to the 


ly, he Acquaintance of Mr. Hughes's Miſtreſs. 
Pooh, | | | 
yghes ; HE next Day Mr. Hughes called up- 
nd al- T on Will Ramble, at the Time appoint- 
always ed, and they went together to dine with 
lodges Mr. Hugbes's Miſtreſs, whoſe Name was 
f you Miſs Polly Fright. 

Coach EVI | . 
; and Mr. Hughes had told Will, that ſhe was 
ne. very pretty: But how great was his Sur- 


prize, when, inſtead of being pretty, he 
»uld be found her ſo exceeding handſome that he 
could hardly keep his Eyes off from her 
all Dinner-Time; and of ſuch a facetious 
Humour, and agreeable Diſpoſition, that 
it was almoſt impoſſible to be dull or me- 
lancholy in her Company. 


As we do not doubt but this Lady may 
be too well known to many of our Readers, 
to need any . Deſcription from our Pen; 
yet, for the Sake of ſuch as have never ſeen 
her, we ſhall juſt exhibit a ſmall Sketch of 
her Perſon z which, not improperly ſpeak- 
ing, may be termed the Out-Lines: Tho? 

x we 
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we very much fear they will give but 2 
faint Idea of the Original, who really needs 
more Colours than black and white, to 
paint her truly. 


Miſs Wright was rather inclinable to 
Tallneſs than ſhort, very thin waiſted, and 
fine ſhaped : Her Hands and Arms. were 
exceeding handſome; and if we may judge 
of Symmetry of thoſe Limbs that were 
concealed, by theſe, they muft certainly 
be very delicate. Her Neck and Boſom 
were very beautiful, and exquiſitely white, 
Her Face was roundiſh, but exceeding well 
featured; her Hair was of a dark Brown, 
and ſhe had a moſt exquiſite Complexion, 
which ſtood not in need of any artificial 
Gloſs, either red or white, to heighten 
thoſe two Colours in her Face, 


She was now about the Age of twenty- 
five, and, as we ſaid before, ofa exceeding 
good-natured Diſpoſition : Being pleaſant, 
gay, Witty, and humourous; inſomuch, 
that it is doubtful whether her perſonal or 
mental Charms engaged her Lovers moſt, 
or which obtained her moſt Admirers.— 
But, notwithſtanding theſe Excellencies, 
ſhe was exceeding vain in her Dreſs, and 
very extravagant in her Expences; ſo * 

| ey 


| ( 159) 
few of her Gallants were able long to ſup- 
port her. 


And, indeed, though ſhe had not been 
long in kee _ whe Mr. Hughes, yet ſhe 
A run him to ſuch Charges, as made him weary 
L of her Embraces; aa he would have been 
Boks glad to have got rid of her, in a handſome 
* Manner, as he found that his ſlender For- 
Jas tune was not ſufficient to ſupport her, in 


Dro the Manner ſhe had been uſed to live. 
_ It was for this Reaſon, that he invited 
4 well Will Ramble fo freely to come and dine with 
A 1% her : For as he judged him by his Com-- 
lexi on. plexion, to be of a very amorous Diſpoſi- 
ficia tion, ſo he was in the greater Hopes that 
;ohten Will would be ready to take her off his 
— Hands, whenever he propoſed it to him, 
after that he had once ſeen her. 


but 2 
needs 
te, to 


weng, Indeed Mr. Hughes was very right in his 
_—y Opinion of Will Ramble : For or no ſooner 
can” i did be fee Miſs Polly Y/right, than he was 


enamoured with her; and much more fo, 
when he became acquainted with her free 
and facetions Temper, and joeular Beha- 
viour.— But here we would have it ob- 
ſerved, that though we ſay he was in Love 
vith her at firſt Sight, yet we do not mean 
with 


rſonal ot 
rs moſt, 
ers. 
f 
reſs, an 


3 10 be: 
few 
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with that Delicacy and Tenderneſs of Pal. 1 5 


ſion, which he entertained for Louiſa; ſtr 
though abſent, was not out of 05 11 he. 
For our Meaning, taken to the utmoſt Ex- fuel 
tent, reaches no farther than this; that he del 

ſaw Mils Wright, and he longed for the En- 
joyment of her, from no other Motive, Int 
but purely for the Gratification of a ſenſual Han 
Appetite.—He had often ſeen and converſ. wt 
ed with Louiſa, and really loved her with- lubſer 
out Thoughts of indulging any ſuch Sen. _ 
ſuality. This was the Diſtinction, that ame © 
may be made between his Paſſion for the polidl 

one and the other; and which we hope the 
Reader will always have in his View, when ve 
we mention Vill's falling in Love with 2. be 
ny Perſon beſides Louiſa. For though N 
being of a very warm Conſtitution, and in ns by 
the Heat of Blood, he was extremely capa- mo - 
ble of being influenced by the Attractions N 
of Beauty; nevertheleſs, he would have macs 4 
facrificed all his Affection for the whole I arm 
1 ww * 4 of obtaining his e 

iſa, if he could have c | _ 

ey | Loli ompaſſed her b. de 
. KRigh 
Mill Ramble ſpent the Evening very dome 

agreeably with Mr. Hughes and Miß 
Wright, and the former meeting him te. 1 

c 


next Night at the Play-Table, took. 


1161) 


Opportunity of enquiring how he liked his 
f * Miltreſs ? To which Wil anſwered, * that 
Who, he was a very happy Man in enjoyin 
Mind. © {ſuch a fine Woman, for ſhe was 4 ho 
ag delicious Creature.* . 
ne En- Intereſt has ſuch a Predominancy over 
lotive, Mankind that their Paſſions, their Pleaſures, 
ſenſual and even their whole Lives are rendered 
nverl- lubſervient to it. And Mr. Hughes, find- 
r with ing Will Ramble ſo delighted with his Miſ- 
h re treſs, reſolved to avail himſelf as much as 
Ko poſſible thereby. 
- = When they leit the Gaming-Table, Mr, 
a Hughes having had pretty good Succeſs 
egen dere, invited Jill to go and take a Glaſs 
l wr with him. They went to the Bedford- Arms, 
anc under the Piazzas in Covent-Garden; where, 
y 2 paſſing the Bottle about pretty briſkly, Vill 
5 | made no Heſitation at highly extolling the 
id nate Charms of Miſs Wright : Upon which, Mr. 
> Whole 1 ( 
os b Hughes told him, that, ſince he found 


him to be ſo much enraptured with her, 
he would readily reſign to him all his 
Right and Share in her Affection, for 
* ſome valuable Conſideration !? SITES 


her by 


Will Ramble inſtantly demanded, * how 
much was the Purchaſe- Money?“ To 
which 


CC WE 
which the other replied, that he could 
< not part with her, under one hundred 
s Guineas, as it had coſt him double that 
Sum to obtain her.“ But as Will thought 
this too exorbitant a Premium, to pay for 
a Pleaſure that he was certain would be 
very expenſive in the Supporting, they at 
length compromiſed the Matter, and Mr. 
Hughes for fifty Guineas, agreed to reſign all 
his Property and Intereſt in the Perſon, 
and Affection, of Miſs Wright. 


The 
Vill beg 
f this 
ad as 
om ge 
rave hit 
g her: 
uted it 
hapter, 


This being concluded, they appointed to 
to meet together next Day, and have a 
Writing drawn up in Form; which was 
done accordingly by an Attorney : And 
Mr. Hughes alſo entered into a Bond, ona 
large Penalty, that, for and in Conſidera- 
tion of the Sum of fifty Guineas, in Hand 
to him paid, by Vill Ramble, he from 
thenceforth, renounced all Right and Title 
to the Poſſeſſion of the Perſon, or Share in 
the Affection of Miſs Wright. And allo 
bound himſelf never more to enter into her 
Company, or keep any Correſpondence with 
her, either publickly or privately, without 
the Permiſſion or Conſent of the ſaid il 
Ramble, FN 1 | 


The 
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e could 

iundred The Writings being ſigned and ſealed, 
ble that i began to think of obtaining Poſſeſſion 
hought f this new Purchaſe, that he had made. 
ay for ad as Mr. Hughes having tied himſelf up 
uld be em going any more near Miſs Polly, it 
they at Na e him the fairer Opportunity of obtain- 
nd Mr g her: But the Manner in which he exe- 
ſign all ted it, muſt be deferred to the next 
Perſon, hapter . 


nted to 
have a 
ich was 
: And 
d, on a 
1fidera- 
1 Hand 
> from 
d Title 
hare in CHAP, 
ad alſo 

nto her 

ce with 

vithout 


d Will 
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take 
18 K ſent h 
SHA F. 1A. 
- As | 
* by what Means Will Ramble obe ſage 
ed the Enjoyment of Miſs Wright, jettled 


riolent 

wore al 
ill had 
liſs Po 


ISS Wright began to be very un. 
eaſy at not ſeeing Mr. Hughes fa 
three or four Days, who uſed to be a con. 
ſtant Viſiter to her. She ſent ſever 


great a 
Times to his Lodgings, but the Meſſengi Voured 
could never meet with him at Home; Mer wa: 
laſt ſhe wrote a Letter, and ordered it to bicquirec 
left for him, but ſhe could obtain no me ot! 


ſwer to it. as ofte 


ny Tit 
While ſhe was ruminating on this eher I: 
traordinary Behaviour of Mr. Hughes 
Vill Ramble knocked at the Door; an 


After 
being admitted to her, ſhe directly aſke 


acified 


him when he had ſeen Mr. Hughes, her. 

what was become of him? To which Vink it 
anſwered, (as had been concerted betweſe was 
him and Hughes) that he was ſet out ti ſage b. 
very Morning for Wales; having receiſ to m- 
ed a Letter from thence the Day befoi i being 
* which obliged him to haſten away in ent to 
* the Country, without having Time erſelf t 


0 tal 
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take his Leave of her; but that he had 
ſent him to make an Apology for it, 


As Miſs Wright never expected ſuch 
ſage from Mr. Hughes, this Treatment 
jettled her to the Quick. She flew into a 
iolent Paſſion, ſtamped, ſtormed, raved, 


e obtains 


at, 


very u. ore and curſed him, fo vehemently, that 
ighes fai had much ado to appeaſe her: For 
e a co lis Polly, when vexed at any thing, was as 

ſeverlMWrcat a Termagant as ſhe was good hu- 


noured at other Times. Indeed the for- 
ner was not her natural Temper, but an 
cquired one, that ſhe had learnt of 
me other Ladies of the Town; and which 
as often of great Service to her, when at 
ny Time her Gallants proved refractory 


leſſenge 
Ome ; ! 
d it to be 
no A 


a this e her Inclinations. 
Hughes 

bor; ani After Vill Ramble. had in ſome: Meaſure, 
&ly aſkeſW2cified her Rage, he began to make Love 
gbes, u her. Though the Reader will perhaps 
which Mink it was a very improper Time, when 
d betweeWie was fo much vexed at her imaginary ill 
et out thifWſage by another Man. But Will was reſolv- 
ng receiſ to make Ule of the preſent Opportunity, 
Jay befonſt being in her Company, leaſt out of Reſent- 


ent to Mr. Hughes ſhe might diſpoſe of 
erſelf to ſome other Keeper, there being 
enough 


away int 
y Time 
we f 

« ta 


Run of Luck at the Gaming-Houſe, heh 
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enough ready to jump at her on the k 
Notice. 


f whicl 


eas, to 


Abo 
r. Hu 
nd ac 
hereu 
aying, 
Miss 
done.“ 
could 
was 1 
that a 
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As Will was a very handſome, well-bre 
young Gentleman, Miſs Fright had ti 
a ſecret Liking to him at firſt Sight, 
from the Time when Mr. Hughes brougy 
him to dine with them. So that Will fo 
it no difficult Matter to prevail with her 
change Maſters : Eſpecially as ſhe was { 
ſible, that as he had a much better Forty 
than her other Gallant, he was more ah 
to maintain her, in that Extravagand 
which is ſo much the Delight of all lo 
Miſſes; and without which their Liz 
would be very burthenſome to them. F 
who is it that propoſes to live by Pleaſu 
but would be willing to enjoy it in all it 
different Modifications, of eating, drink 
ing, and fine Apparel, &c. &c. 


In a Word, Will Ramble managed M. 
ters ſo well with her, as to take full Pol | 
ſion of her Charms that very Day; paſt 
it in her Company; and agreed to E 
into Keeping: Which he was the bet 
able to 4 at preſent, as, by his late g0⁰ 


My 


Is 


Hire; 


amaſſed together a round Sum of Mone 
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while in London, that urged my poing 
thither with ſuch Expedition as oblige 
me to take Poſt- Horks, and ſet out in 
mediately; otherwiſe I muſt have been 
conſiderable Sufferer, by one of ny 
chief Tenants failing, and being on th 
Point of going off. I hope this will in 
duce you to excuſe my not ſeeing you 
before my Departure; which I ſhoulf 
certainly have done, had I had a Moment; 
Time to turn myſelf round in. Since ny 
Arrival at this Place, I have receive 
ſome News that makes me fear I ſhall by 
obliged to ſtay in the Country mud 
longer than I expected: Which occaſio 
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and ſettle yourſelf to your Satisfaction 
as the Expences that I am likely to be: 
here, in recovering my Right will nc 
permit me to ſupport you any longer, 
that Affluence which you well know, 
could wiſh you to enjoy. But Neceſſi 
has no Law; and I muſt ſubmit tot 
Perverſeneſs of my Fate; which as I a 
unwilling it ſhould involve boy in an 
Difficulties, | have therefore ſent you 
timely Notice of my Misfortune, in bt 
ing obliged to be deprived of your de 
Company. — This comes encloſed to 

Friend, Mr. Ramble, who, I doubt n 


«'V 
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This Letter was ſealed; up, and put in x y 
Cover, directed to Vill Ramble, in the In. 
fide of which was written a few Lines, 2. 
bout ſome indifferent Matters; and Wil Þ 
carried it directly. to his Miſtreſs, telling hi 
her, he had juſt received it from Mr. H 
Hughes, which indeed was Fact. | he 
ſo; 
Miſs Wright opened it; and, after hay. ſhi 
ing peruſed it twice or thrice over, {he up 


folded it up again, and. put it in her Poc- Ra 
ket, without informing Will of any more it, 
of the Contents, than ſaying: © It wa firſ 
s wrote in ſuch a cold and unuſual Stile, 

that ſhe ſhould not have credited it \ 


to be Mr. Hughes's, had not Will brought and 
it, and that ſhe was well acquainted with Pun 
the Hand.“ N 
c in 

However, ſhe. preſently. re- aſſumed he be 
natural Gaiety; for really ſhe was not at ii © 
diſpleaſed at changing her Gallant. Es thi 
cially as ſhe had for ſome Time before pe © itar 
ceived, that Mr. Hughes was hardly able hl © me, 
ſupport her, and.ſhe knew, that he had i © fort 
tle elſe beſides his Succeſs at the Gaming © that 
Table, to depend on for his own Sublily © whit 
ence : She being one of thoſe Ladies, ti moſt 


cared not how her. Gallants obtained 
Live 


at in: 
he In- 
les, 2. 
d Will 
telling 
n Mr. 
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vagance which ſhe delighted to riot in, 
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Livelyhood, ſo they ſupported that Extra- 


* 


Ir ill Ramble and ſhe- lived together very 


pleaſant for ſome Time; but a Woman of 


her Acquaintance happening to meet Mr. 
Hughes, informed. — of it; which gave 
her tuch a ſtrong Suſpicion, that there was 
ſomewhat: more in the Affair, than what 
ſhe was apprized of, that ſhe was reſolved 
upon having the Truth of it out of i 
Ramble ;, or, it he perſiſted in concealing 
it, to quit all Connection with him on the 
firſt Opportunity that offered. ie 


Whereupon, one Afternoon, when Vin 


and ſhe were drinking a Bowl of Arrack- 
Punch together, ſhe” ſaid to him: © Mr. 
* Ramble, notwithſtanding your Secrecy 
in the Matter, I have Reaſons to 
be thoroughly perſuaded, that Mr. 
* Hughes is in / enden; and if you do not 
think fit to inform me of his Circum- 
* ſtances, and the Reaſon of his leaving 
* me, ſo very abruptly, you will hazard 
* forfeiting all the Love and Eſteem 
that I have entertained for you; of 
* which, I believe, I have given you the 
* moſt. canvincing Proofs, 

I 2 | . 
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„ © I do not aſk this out of any Affection, 
that I bear him preferable to what I do 
to you; nor would not have you enter- 
: tain any ſuch Suſpicion: As I aſſure 
W you, he is a Man no ways, in my Opini- 
# on, worthy to be ſet in Competition with 
1 « yourſelf, either for Honour, Generoſity, 
= or any Qualification: Therefore I deſire, 
a * no Thoughts of his rivalling you, may 
0 pou your diſcloſing an Affair, that I 
have long deſired to come at the Know- 
ledge of.— If he has been obliged to 
«* foriake me through Neceſſity, I ſhall 
« really pity him; though I cannot ſay, that 
'* he was ever entirely poſſeſſed of my 
« Heart :———lIf he has flung me up, 
_ © either out of Wantonneſs, Knavery, or 
« Deſign, I ſhall always deſpiſe him for it; 
and you will eſtabliſh yourſelf more firm- 
* ly in my Love, by declaring it : For 
you are ſenſible, Sir, that no Woman 
© likes to be lighted, eſpecially, when ſhe 
is conſcious, as I am, of not deſerving 
« ſuch Uſage,” 


© — — — —— — 
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- 
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Will pauſed a little upon this Speech of 
Miſs Wright's: When, aſter telling her, 
he believed, that Mr. Hughes had not act- 
ed ſuch an honourable Part by her, as ſhe 
| might 
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might expect, he very ingenuouſly diſcloſ- 
ed the whole Aliair between them: At the 
Relation of which, ſhe was ſo very much 
ſurprized, that ſhe could hardly credit it; 
and verily thought, that Mill had exagge- 
rated a little in the Account of Mr. 
Hughes's dealing by her: But Will ſnewing 
her the Writing, and the Bond that he had 
ſigned, ſhe was thoroughly convinced of 
the Truth of what Mill aſſerted. | 


* The Thoughts of her being ſold by one 
Man to another, threw her into a great 
Agony; and ſhe burſt out in a Flood of 
Tears: Which being exhauſted, ſhe ſaid 
to Will Ramble : Sir, I am obliged to 
you tor your Sincerity, in letting me in- 
to a true Light of this Affair; but I 
* ſhall always hereafter deteſt Mr. Hughes 
* as a Villain, And it has happened very 
* favourably for you, that I knew nothin 
of his aſſigning me over: Had I ſeen any 
* Thing of the Writings at firſt, I ſhould 
certainly have diſappointed you of your 
* Purchaſe. I abhor the Thoughts of be 
ing fold to any Man, as I never yet was 
reduced to the Condition. of a Slave! 
My dear Polly,“ replies Will Ramble, 
* you know, that I had obtained Poſſeſſion 
* of your Heart before ever thoſe Writings 
| 13 vVvere 


8 K „* 


] do not aſk this out of any Affection, 


that I bear him preferable to what I do 


to you; nor would not have you enter- 
tain any ſuch Suſpicion: As I aſſure 
you, he is a Man no ways, in my Opini- 
on, worthy to be ſet in Competition with 
« yourſelf, either for Honour, Generoſity, 


or any Qualification: Therefore I deſire, 


* no Thoughts of his rivalling you, may 


'6 dong your diſcloſing an Affair, that [ 
have long deſired to come at the Know- 


«* ledge: of.— If he has been obliged to 
«* foriake me through Neceſſity, I ſhall 
« really pity him; though I cannot ſay, that 


'* he was ever entirely poſſeſſed of my 


« Heart :———— If he has flung me up, 


either out of Wantonneſs, ax N or 


« Deſign, I ſhall always deſpiſe him for it; 
and you will eſtabliſh yourſelf more firm- 
ly in my Love, by declaring it: For 
you are ſenſible, Sir, that no Woman 
likes to be lighted, eſpecially, when ſhe 
is conſcious, as I am, of not deſerving 


« ſuch Uſage.” 


Will pauſed a little upon this Speech of 
Miſs Wright's: When, aſter telling her, 
he believed, that Mr. Hughes had not act- 
ed ſuch an honourable Part by her, as ſhe 
might 
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might expect, he very ingenuouſly diſcloſ- 
ed the whole Aliair between them: At the 
Relation of which, ſhe was ſo very much 
ſurprized, that ſhe could hardly credit it; 
and verily thought, that Mill had exagge- 
rated a little in the Account of Mr. 
Hughes's dealing by her : But Will ſhewing 
her the Writing, and the Bond that he had 
ſigned, ſhe was thoroughly convinced of 
the Truth of what Will aſſerted. 


* The Thoughts of her being ſold by one 
Man to another, threw her into a great 
Agony; and ſhe burſt out in a Flood of 
Tears: Which being exhauſted, ſhe ſaid 
to Will Ramble: * Sir, I am obliged to 
* you for your Sincerity, in letting me in- 
to a true Light of this Affair; but I 
© ſhall always hereafter deteſt Mr. Hughes 
© as a Villain, And it has happened very 
* favourably for you, that I knew nothing 
of his aſſigning me over: Had I ſeen any 
Thing of the Writings at firſt, J ſhould 
certainly have diſappointed you of your 
* Purchaſe. I abhor the Thoughts of be 
ing fold to any Man, as I never yet was 
reduced to the Condition. of a Slave! 
My dear Polly,” replies Will Ramble, 
* you know, that I had obtained Poſſeſſion 
* of your Heart before ever thoſe Writings 
I 3 © were 
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were drawn, and really claim no Right 
to any Share in your Perſon and Af- 
fection from thence; as I only obtained 
them from him, as a Security tor his not 
interrupting my Enjoyment of you, 
which I was glad to purchaſe at any 
Rate.? „Well, well,” faid ſhe, be 
that as it will; if he thought he had any 
Right to diſpoſe of me in ſuch a Man- 
ner, I certainly ought to go with the 
Buyer : But I can add more to the Bar- 
gain than he could venture to engage I' 
ſhould : That is, the aſſuring you of my 
ſincere Love and Efteem; which you 
have really deſerved, and ſhall always 
continue to enjoy. N 


r = - 8 6 


I 2m much obliged to you, my dear 

* Poll,' replied N Rumble: But as ! 
* have punctually obeyed your Commands 
in unfolding this whole Marter, 1 hope 
© that you will grant me a ſmall Favour in 
Return, which I have longed for a con- 
« ſiderable Time, without having any Op- 
« portunity to propoſe it; and that is, 
for you to oblige me with a Recital of 
your Adventures: As I have often won- 
« dered, how a Woman of your Beauty 
and Merit, ſhould fall into the Hands d 
* tuck a Man as Mr. Hughes, _ * 
| feſſion 


Css) 
feſſion being Gaming, I take his chief 
Paſſion to be Avarice.“ 


. 


Miſs Fright being ſomewhat warm with 


Liquor, replied : © Sir, you have behaved 


© ſo handſomely to me on the preſent Oc- 
© cafion, that I know not well how to re- 
* fuſe any Thing you can aſk me. I ſhall 
* theretore comply with your Requeſt; 
* and give as true and exact an Account 
* of my Lite and Adventures, as my Me- 
* mory will permit me. — And I really 
have too good an Opinion of your Gene- 
roſity, to ſuſpect, that you will ever at- 
* tempt, hereafter, to upbraid me with 
* thoſe Slips that I have formerly commit- 

ted,” 8 


W4l Ramble aſſured her, he deteſted the 
Thoughts of being guilty of any ſuch Baſe - 
els: Whereupon, atter taking a Glaſs of 
bunch, ſhe begun as you may read in the 
ext Chapter. | 
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The Hiſtory of Miſs Polly Wright. c 

© ye 

Was born in the Town of Northany- 6 15 
I 7on, where my Father kept a large M 
Inn, and am now in the Twenty-Fifth m 
* Year of my Age. m] 
As my Parents had many Children, 8 

* and ſome much younger than myſelt, © ou 
* they were glad to get me out into the * we 
World, as ſoon as poſſibly they could: © am 
* Wherefore, at about the Age of Eighteen © wh 
I was ſent up to London, to an Uncle's, © tle 
* by my Mother's Side, that kept a Ta- © hat 
vern in the City, and who had no Chil- ane 
dren. So 
* Me 

He having been down in the Country, Ge 

* to viſit my Father, firſt ſaw me there; © Bu 
© and, taking a great Liking to me, © leſs 
thought, that 1 ſhould be a very proper * Ad 
* Perſon to fir in his Bar; as I had acquir- my 
ed a good Inſight into the Buſineſs at our * my 
on Houſe; and was allo very briſk and "att 
© h-rd\ome. - For I believe, Sir, that you wel 
« kaow there is nothing attracts Company * wit 


« {0 


bamp- 
large 


Filth 


untry, 
there; 
O me, 
proper 
acquir- 
at Our 

iſK and 
at you 
mpany 
« 10 
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© ſo much, to either Coffee-Houſe or Ta- 
vern, as a likely Woman being placed 
© jn the Bar. 


Though I came to Town ſo young, 
yet, to deal plainly with you, I cannot 
* ſay, that I added to the Number of 
© Maids there; for really I had diſpoſed of 
my Virginity almoſt half a Year befare 
© my coming to London, 


© We had a Regiment of Soldiers in 
© our Town; and ſome of the Officers 
* were quartered at my Father's Houſe ; 
among whom was a young Enſign, 
* whole Name was Lee. He was a Gen- 
* tleman of a good Family, was very 
© handſome and genteel in his Perſon, 
* and exceeding polite in his Behaviour. 
They ſtayed at my Father's above four 
* Months; during which Time this young 
Gentleman privately made Love to me: 
But I being young, giddy, and thought- 
© leſs, did not take much Notice of his 
* Addreſſes ; they only ſerving to pique 
my Vanity a little, in making me think 
* myſelf more a Woman than I really was 


at that Time. And though I was very 


well pleaſed with romping and playing, 
* with him, yet I had not the leaſt Appre- 
oy - henſion 
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© henſion of any Danger proceeding either 
from this, ot his Courtſhip of me. 


© Several of the Stage-Coaches and Wag- 
6 $005, that went the North Road, uſed to 
« ſet up at our Houſe; and being general- 
ly full of Paſſengers, and alſo having the 
Soldiers quartered upon us, we were 
« pretty much ſtraightened, at that Time, 
for Beds; ſo that I was obliged to lie 
with one of the Maids, and generally 
made uſe of her Room to dreſs myſelf 


in. 


* ] was gone up Stairs thither, one 
Morning, to change my Cap, and had 
« Juſt ſettled it on my Head at the Glaſs, 
* when the young Enſign followed me; 
© and, Ne into the Room, began to 
* romp and play with me as uſual. I fain 
* would have got him out, if I could, that 
J might have locked the Door upon 
him; but he was too ſtrong for me, and 
* in my ſtruggling to attain it, he, ſome 
* how or other, caught me up in hi 
Arme, and carrying me to the Bed, that 
'* ſtood juſt behind the Door, he threw me 
+ dowp upon it, 8 | 


Here 


TH 1 r' va 

either h | (179) 
© Here he kept playing with me for 

«© ſome Time, without offering any Inde- 


Wag- . CLI 95's 
fed to * cency, till at laſt getting me in a Poſ- 
NN * ture ſuitable to his Deſires, he began to 
ag the * avail himſelf thereof; and I being almoſt 
Wer * exhauſted by ſtruggling with him before, 
Time in jeſt, was preſently 11 of my Vir- 
3 * ginity by him in earneſt, without havin 
neralh * ſcarce Power to make any Reſiſtance, 
myſelf And, indeed, what little I could do to 
* withitand him, was to no Purpoſe, as he 
was by much too ſtrong for me; and 
0111 managed Matters ſo well, as to prevent 
* had * my crying out, 
> Glaſs, 4 a T 
. At finding what had happened, I 
wy * burſt into Tears, and ſwore I would go 
1 fain . down, and acquaint my Father that In- 
14, tha . ſtant z but he found Means to aſſuage 
* up. my Grief, and Shame and Fear kept me 
we, nd from diſcloſing the Secret to any one, 
+ U For I had Senſe enough to know, that 


my Loſs was irretrievable ; and, there- 
fore, thought it propereſt to make the 
* beſt of a bad Market, and conceal to 
* myſelf what could never be diſcovered 
by outward Appearance. 3 
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* The Regiment did not ſtay above 
three Weeks longer in our Town, du— 
ring which Time, he found Opportunity 
leveral "Limes to repeat his Pleaſure with 
me: Aſſuring me, that if I happened to 
prove with Child by him, and would 
come to his Quarters, or ſend him Word 
of it, he would take effectual Care 
| ſhould be handſomely provided for. But 
it happened fortunately that I met with 
no ſuch Accident; though had he con- 
tinued much longer at our Houſe, it i; 
very probable 1 ſhould have been in that 
Condition. | 


6 <a ee @a. &- @: & 6+ &* a a; 5 


When the Time came that the Regi. 
* ment were ordered to march into freſh 
* Quarters, I parted from him with Tears 
in my Eyes: He fain would have per- 
* ſuaded me to have gone along with him; 
but I could not endure the Thoughts & 
the Scandal of travelling about with the 
© Soldiers, as an Officer's Mifs : For | 
had ſeen ſome ſuch attending that ver 
Regiment, who met with but little Re. 
© ſpect either from the Officers or common 
Soldiers; and were but very indifferent] 
© looked upon where they were quartered. 


At his taking Leave of me, he made me 
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a Preſent of a Purſe of Ten Guineas, 
ſince which Time |! have never ſeen him; 


for in leſs than half a Year afterwards: 


as I told you before, I came up to Lon- 
don, to live with my Uncle, the Vint- 
ner. 


At my coming to Town he placed me 
in his Bar, where I was prodigiouſly ad- 


mired by the City Beaux and Smarts; 
and I really believe the Sake of con- 
verſing with me very much encreaſed the 
Number of my Uncle's Cuſtomers. 


© I had ſeveral. Lovers among them, but 
none that offered to come to the main 


Point (I mean Matrimony) and, as for 


any Thing elle, I had already had t o 
much Experience to be eaſily drawn in. 
Indeed my Coyneſs, in keeping my Ad- 
mirers at a Diſtance, rather enhanced 
than depreciated my Value among them. 


* My Uncle was a jolly, good-na- 
tured Man, and I believe loved me 
very well: But my. Aunt was a proud, 
haughty and imperious Woman, and 
behaved ſo very croſs to me, that I 
have ſometimes thought, ſhe was rea y 


- + jealous 


: 

4 
= 
bl 

ſ 

= 

: 3 

C1 
I L 
1 4 


6182) 
* jealous df her Huſband's Affection for 
© me. : 


Among the reſt of my Lovers, I had *1 
© one, that was more than oid enough to Bar 
© have been my Eather. He was a rich ©'© 
« Jew, and had, as I underſtood at that ling 
Time, ſeveral Ladies in Keeping. A; MI. But 
© he had neither Youth nor Comelineſs to f ing 
© plead in his Behalf, ſo he back'd his. r B. 
© Addreſſes to me with Preſents, of which all | 
he made me ſeveral handſome ones; and . bg 
* at laſt, I grew ſo much in his Favour, . with 
© that he gave me a Pair of very handſome WMll , he \ 
Diamond Ear-Rings: Though they were 233 
not Brilliants, but only Roſe Diamonds; 1 
yet, being exceeding well cut and ſet, M, Rag 
* they looked very beautifully. Per 

I had hoarded up very cloſely the ten . P 
* Guineas that the Enſign had given me, MW, Fae 
© at his Departure from my Father's; . * 
vhich I now laid out in a Suit of Pink- . Nil 
coloured Damaſk, to wear with my Ear- . :'S 
Rings; and as my Uncle thought that MI, 105 
* my Father had given me the Money for . 13 0 
that Purpoſe, he did not contradict my. 2 
buying it, though my Aunt ſaid it was Pure 


c Pride and Extravagance in me to ſquan- * 1ha 
der my Money, in ſuch a Manner, when 
4a 


* 
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© a leſs rich Suit of Cloaths would have 
« ſerved me as well. 


I appeared in my new Apparel in the 
© Bar 545 Sunday, tor the rt Time, and 
© every Body complimented me with tel- 
t tha WY ling me how well I became my Dreſs : 
= But my Ear-Rings made ſuch a gliſter- 
. ing Show, and were ſuch an Ornament 
24 his te my dark brown Hair, that wag Ana] 
whict Ml © al! che Eyes that come to our Houſe, 
© upon me. As for the old Jew he dined 


; and ya cle 

5 with my Uncle that Day, and I thought 
8 * he would never have done ſtaring at 
y were 282 

412 My Aunt knew I had bought and paid 


for the Cloaths myſelf; and was alſo 
pretty certain, that I brought the Money 
* up to Town with me; but ſhe was very 
much at a Loſs to know how I came by 
* ſuch a Pair of rich Ear- Rings, as ſhe had 
© never before feen them. erefore, at 
Night, ſhe began to tax me about them 
in à Sort of a ſcoffing imperious Way 

| ſaying, „ ſhe was ſure I could never af 
ford the Money they coſt, and that, if 

« purchaſed them any other Way, perhaps 
« 1 had bought them too dear.” | 


81 
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© 1 made her Anſwer, that I did not un. 
© derſtand what ſhe meant; but, as I came 
© honeſtly by them, I did not think myſelf 
* obliged to diſcover to her in what Man- 
© ner they were obtained. My Uncle 
« ſaid nothing; only “ that he thought * 
« they were rather too fine for any one in © (inc 
% my Station: And as they were fit for © var 
e the beſt Ducheſs in the Land, fo my © Fa 
« wearing them, in the Bar, might create WI mat 
« more Envy, and draw more Cenſure Wl © Fan 
4 upon me, than I could imagine ””—— Wt © lou: 
Tes, yes,” ſaid my Aunt, and thats Ml © ly c 
c not all; for as every one muſt think WM per 
„ them a Preſent made to you, they will W © vie. 
«« conclude that you have granted ſome M her 
Favours to the Perſon you received them WM App. 
from, which may bring our Houſe un- © then 
« der an ill Name; and ſo we ſhall lo WF taun 
„ ſome of our Cuſtomers. to indulge your Wl 
« Pride. As for my Part, continued. ſhe, | of 
* canthink of no Body that could give them Ml S 
« you but Mr. Mendez the Few : I hae laſt, 
« often obſerved him hankering about the Tony 
„Bar, when you have been in it; and enrag 


could not help taking Notice how he ha Upon 

«© ogled you all the Day he has been here, 
« and what ſulſome Compliments he made : 5 As 
rom 


upon your Dreſs,” | 
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© I anſwered, that I ſhould not ſatisfy 
+ her who gave them to me,—and with 
« ſo ſaying, took the Candle, and went up 
« Stairs to Bed. 

did not know it as then, but have 
+ ſince been informed, by one of the Ser- 
* vants, that Mr. Mexdez. was a great 
Favourite of my Aunt's, and very inti- 
* mate with her before F came into the 
Family; ſo that ſhe was exceeding jea- 
* Jous, as ſhe perceived that he was frequent- 
* ly converſing with me: And this might, 
perhaps, occaſion her to take that implaca- 
ble Hatred againſt me, which I tound 
| her to be agony with; for whenever I 
appeared in my fine Cloaths, as ſhe called 
them, ſhe was ſure to be. continually 
* taunting at me. 


+ However, I wore them conſtantly on 
* Sundays for about two Months; when, at 
* laſt, ſhe took ſo much Liberty with her 
+ Tongue about them, that I was quite 
* enraged, and anſwered her very ſaucily, 
* upon which ſhe ſtruck me. 


As I could not bear taking a Blow. 
© from her, I reſented it very highly; and 
putting 


( 286 ) 7 


putting on my Hood, I went directiy out My myf 


of the Houſe, not well knowing whither Nor the * 
* 1 was going I walked to the End 
© of the Street, where the'Hackney-Coaches We 
* ſtood, and by that Time recollected my- ¶ drove a 
«* ſelt, that J had a Couſin who lived near Nd me 
Lincoln s- Inn- Fields, to whom I reſolved Hof Wi: 
to go. Therefore, I called a Coach; but good. 
* while I was bargaining with the Coach- Were pr 
© man, to carry me thither, who ſhou'd Wrel with 
come by but Mr. Mendex, who was go- very m1 
ing to our Houſe. and wa 
| | com 
* Though it was Sunday Night, when the Wwe ſto; 
Shops being ſhut up, the Streets were ito a Re 
very dark, yet he knew me by my Nef Cana 
Voice, and alſo by my Stature, which 
the Light of a diſtant Lamp permitted i After 
him to diſcern, Whereupon, catching be told 
me by the Hand, he cried out,, What WW apt to 
© Miſs Polly! where are you going to take IW put the 
Coach to?”— I told him my Aunt and I not ſay 
© Thad quarrelied, and that had deter min- my Co 
ed to leave the Houſe; and was going to Wivered, 
* a Coulin's, | had at the other End of the Wtance in 
© Town. He thereupon, requeſted that I With, ar 


* would do him the Favour to let him ſee Wall Eve 
me ſate thither, which I did not refuſe, WAunt*s , 
« as I had never been in a Hackney-Coach Win the C 
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by myſelf, nor knew nothing of that Part 
of the Town which I was going to. 


We both got into the Coach, and had 
drove as far as Fleet-ſtreet, when he pret- 
ed me very ftrongly to accept of a Glaſs 
of Wine; which he ſaid would do me 
good, as he perceived that my Spirits 
were pretty much exhautted by my Quar- 
rel with my. Aunt : And as | was really 
very much vexed at her Ulage of me, 
and wanted ſomething to refreſh me, 
[| complied with his Propofal ; and 
we ſtopt at a Tavern, and weat in- 


to a Room, where he called for a Pint” 
of Canary, 


After each of us had drank a Glaſs, 
he told me. 4 that as Relatious are very 
apt to look ſhy upon thoſe that coine to 
put them to any Trouble, ſo. he could 
not ſay that he wouid adviſe me to go to 
my Couſin's as I intended.. 1 an 
lwered, that I had no other Acquain- 
tance in London, that I could make tree 
with, and was thoroughly determined, at. 
all Events, never more to return to my 
Aunt's; but would write to my Parents 
n the Country, and obtain their Leave 
bo go back thither again. h | 

e Well,” 
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ſhoul 
| i myſe 
& Well,” replied Mr. Mendez, * by her.“ 

« in the mean Time, I would adviſe yy 
to ſettle yourſelf where you ſhould wil © I re 
* no Trouble nor Charge to your Reh Profic 
„ tions: For you may be almoſt certain, gain, 
e that if your Uncle or. Aunt, hear of you throuy 
„being at your Kinſwoman's, they will Hand 
* endeavour to fetch you back again. vas 2 
There is a Gentlewoman of my Ae the St 
% quaintance lives hard by, whom 1 han really 
« known theſe ſeveral ears; her lat tioned 
e Huſband was a Jeweller, that I uſed tif contin 
„ employ. She is a very diſcreet mothe: a5 you 
& ly Sort of a Woman, and I dare engage! thin 
* will, at my Deſire, provide you wit! al Glaſs 
« Lodging in her Houle, till ſuch Tim your / 
« as you hear from your Father and Mo Lime. 
« ther, if you are willing to accept of th tions, 
« Proffer.“ ve the 
. | 5 | r Por 
I told him, my Pocket would not lo Mapter 


© defray the Expence of a ready furniſhe 
Lodging: To which he anſwered,” ©! 
«© need not trouble myſelf about that Mat 
« ter; tor he had been ſuch a Friend, bol 
* to this Gentlewoman and her Huſband 
« that he verily believed ſhe would no 
« demand any Thing for my Lodging and 
« Board for a few Weeks; but, 1 ſh 
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ould, I had no Occaſion to concern 
« myſelf about it, for he would ſatisfy 
. 


] returned him many Thanks for his 
Proffer, and getting into the Coach a- 
gain, we drove up Fetter-Lane, and then 
through ſome croſs Streets, on the right 
Hand, till we came to the Houſe, which 
was a very neat one: But the Name of 
the Street wherein it was ſituated, I have 
really forgot, as I never heard it men- 
tioned above twice or thrice, and did not 
continue there much above a Fortnight, 
as you will hear, when I proceed farther. 
I think it is now high Time to put the 
Glaſs about, which by my Diſcourſe, and 
your Attention, has ſtood idle a Jon 
Time. Vill Ramble obeyed her Di- 
tions, and in the mean while, we will 
ve the Reader what Retreſhment is in 
Ir Power, by concluding the preſent 
apter . 


W eAoo ma a 
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CHAP. XI. 
The Hijlery- of Miſs Wright continua 


HE Gentlewoman of the Hai 

hearing a Coach ſtop at the Da 
met us with a Candle, and conducted 
into the Parlour; after which, ſhe a 
Mr. Mendez withdrew. together, int 
back Room, where they talked, but 
loud enough for me to diſtinguiſh vl 
was ſaid between them. 


At his Return in. the Parlour, he 

dered her to get a Couple of young Fo 
roaſted for Supper; which. were dreſ 
at ſome Tavern, and brought to the I- 
in about half an Hour's Time. A 
Supper, we drank a Bowl of Punch! 
gcther, and then Mr. Mendez went ho 

was conducted to my Bed - Chamb 
up one Pair of Stairs backwards. 


The next Day Mr. Mendez came 2g 
to ſee how I liked my Lodgings; w 


really 1 cannot ſay 1 had, as yet, a 


Reaſon to find Fault with. He ſtaid 
Dinner with us; and after drinking I. 


_ rat) 
in the Afternoon, we ſet down together 
« at Cards to paſs the Evening; when he. 
again provided a very handſome Supper, 
and went Home about Eleven o' Clock. 
autinual | 

This was the Way we lived for a 
Week; and the Eaſe and Plenty that I 
enjoyed, during that Time, gave me 
© ſuch a Taſte for the Manner of Life I 
« was fallen into, that I really thought no- 
thing about writing to my Parents in the 
Country; nor did not much care whether 
ever I returned there again. 


the Ha 
the 00 
1ducted 
bs ſhe a 
her, int 
d, but 
zuiſh Vil 


The next Week, Mr. Mendez took 
© me along with him, almoſt every Night 
to the Play, or the Opera, the latter of 
* which I had never been at before; and 
* uſed. all the obliging Ways poſſible to in- 


our, he 
ung Fo 
ere dreſ 
the T? 


ne. A gratiate himſelf into my Favour. And 
Punch i © 1 cannot fay, but the Kindneſs that he 
vent hon © ſhewed me, gained him by Degrees more 
Cham © of my Affection than ever I thought he 
is. * would obtain. He alſo carried me to 

Mercers, Milliners, and Lace: Shops; 
came agi giving me Money to purchaſe aimoft 
gs; wil whatever I had a Mind to, whereby I 
as yet, was ſoon decked as fine. as a Princeſs : 
Ze ſtaid WM © For 1 laid out the Money as faſt as he 


nking 1 gave 


c 
bo 
6 
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ave it me, in rich Apparel, without 
any Thoughts of keeping ſome by me, 
as I found that he defrayed all my Ex. 
pences for other Neceſſaries. | 


The Woman of the Houſe, where! 
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c 
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c 
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lodged, was really as good a Perſon a; 
he had deſcribed her to be: But waz, 
withal, ſo much at his Devotion, (as! 
believe ſhe owed him Money) that ſhe 
durſt not mention the leaſt Syllable, by 
Way of Contradiction, to what he thought 
proper to order: And indeed, he com- 
manded her Houſe as entirely as if it 
had been his own. 


When I had lived a little more than a 
Fortnight under the Few's Care in this 
Manner, he opened his Mind to me; and 
told me, if I would oblige him with 
ſome Favours, that were in my Power to 
grant, I ſhould have no Occaſion to 
trouble my Parents, or to ſeek after a 
Livelyhood; for he would maintain me 
in the moſt affluent Manner, and take 
Care that I ſhould want for nothing. 


' © ] underſtood perfectly well what he 


meant; and the Pride and Vanity, that 
his Generoſity had filled me with, ex. 
« tirpated 


tirpal 
rerur! 
I kne 
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athout WS ticpated from my Mind all Thoughts of 
y me, returning into the Country again: Where. 
y. Ex. I knew, as my Father had a large Family 

to maintain, that I muſt ſoon be com- 

pelled to go out to Service, or at leaſt 
vherel be in much the ſame Station in his 
rion ay Houſe. Beſides which, the Eaſineſs and 
at was, Pleaſure of the Life I experienced, ſince * 
„ (as | had been with Mr. Mendez, took ſuch * 
hat ſhe Poſſeſſion of my Heart, that I was very 
ble, by WY loth to quit it on any Account. Ina 
hought WY Word, after ſome faint Shew of Re- 
e com-. ſiſtance, I conſented to his Deſires 1 
's if ü ſubmitted to his Embraces; and he was 
ſo very well pleated with my Com- 
pliance, that I verily believe he never | 
ſuſpected, that I had betore diſpoſed of 
my Virginity. | 


than a 
in this 
ne; and | 

m with . a; Mr. Mendez lived at the further 
ower 10 End of the City, the Lodgings I was 
ſion to in at preſent Were not ſo convenient 
; after 2 for his viſiting me: Therefore he re- 
tam ine moved me to a Street near Charter- 
nd take Houſe-Square, where he took a firſt Floor 
ing. for me, hired a Maid, and maintained. 
me in the handſomeſt Manner I could 
expect. : 


\ {ip | K 


what he 
ty. that 
71th „ex- 
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< During the Time that I lived with 
© him, which was near a Twelvemonth, 
my Uncle and Aunt made great Enquin 
after me, but could never diſcover when 
I was: And as I always went abroad in 
a Coach, ſo I was in no. 2 Danger f 
DO with any of thoſe few Acquain- 
tance that I had in London: My Father 
and Mother alſo were in the greateſt 
Anxiety, on hearing from my Uncle 
that I had left his Houſe, and he kney 
not what was become of me. 


< You muſt needs think, Sir, that the 
© cold Embraces of a Man almoſt Three- 
© ſcore, were not very agreeable to a young 
Woman : eſpecially as I had experienced 
© the youthful Warmth of a briſk Love 
© before hand. And though Mr. Mendez' 
« Fondneſs for me daily encreaſed, yet! 
© grew weary of his Careſles, and wiſhed 
« mylelf free from them. 


© Oppoſite to my Lodgings, on thec 
© ther Side of the Street, lived a you 5 
© Gentleman of about twenty Years of Ag 
© who enjoyed a Place of two hundred au 
* forty Pounds a Year in the Cuſtom 


© Houſe, He had often ſeen me at ti 
« Window 
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Windows, and had Intelligence that 1 
vas kept by the old Jew. He at length 
became quite enamoured, but knew not 
« by what Means to get to ſpeak with me, 
© as he was f with the Land- 
lady of the Houſe where I lived; and I 
very rarely went abroad, without Mr. 
« Mendez being in my Company. | 


© However, at laſt, he contrived to pre- 
„ yail with my Maid to deliver me a Let- 
ter; which being the firſt that I ever 
received from any of your Sex, except 
© my own Father; and as I often peruſed 
© it, I can very well remember the Con- 
© tents, which were to this Effect. 


& Madam, 

E pleaſed to excuſe this Freedom in 
a Lover, who has no other Way of 
« declaring the Paſſion that the Sight of 
* your Charms have created in him. I love 
you adore you—and have long waited 
for ſome happy Opportunity of throw- 
* ing myſelf at your Feet. to implore your 
* Pity on the Anguiſh and Torment that 
* I continually endure ; but have not, as 
* hitherto, been ſo fortunate as to meet 
with any,—The watchful Eyes of the 
old Few, and his Friend your Landlady, 
2 having 


10 


0 
61 
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< having rendered all my Efforts for that 
5 Purpoſe ineffectual. * 


< Words are too weak to expreſs the 
« Vehemency of the Flame, that your 
4c beautiful Image has raiſed in my Breaſt, 
« by which I muſt certainly expire, unle 
« your Compaſſion ſhall move you to af. 
<« ford me an Opportunity of declaring ty 
% you the Miſery I undergo, and hoy 
« much Iam, 


« Moſt adorable Creature, 
« Your moſt devoted Admirer, 
And obedient humble Servan, 
40 Srirhzn RoBERTs.” 


As I had often taken Notice of this 
young Gentleman from my Windoy, 
© (who was a very comely Perſon) ſo I wa 
© exceedingly well pleaſed with this De. 
© claration of his Paſſion for me, and coul 
© not help pitying him. Though as I. 
© ſo weary of being confined to the Em 
£ braces of the old Jeu, I believe I ſhoul 
as readily have accepted of the Addreſſe 
* of any other Lover, even had he 10 


« beei 
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been ſo handſome and genteel as Mr: 
© Roberts was. 


„1 el fares Time w-contder of iis 


eſs the 
t you ll © Billet; and as I knew that Mr, Mendez 
Breaſt, was to ſup the next Tueſday Night with 
 unlek WF © ſome Gentlemen at Pontack's, in Abchurch 
1 to af. WW © Lane. I wrote a Note. and ſealing it up, 
ring to © gave it to my Maid to deliver to the 
d how WM © Gentleman, from whom ſhe had receiv- 
ted the Letter,— The Contents were 
thus. 
«ST R, | | 
rer, . EXT Tueſday Evening, at Six 
6 o'Clock I ſhall drink Tea with 


Mrs. a Milliner in Cornbill; where 
* it you have any Thing particular to com- 
* municate, you will be ſure of meeting 
© with, 


Servant, 
BERTS.” 


e of this 


Windon, & Your bumble Servant; 


ſo I wi 
this De: C Mary WRIGHT. 
and coul t 
h as I ws „P. S. I ſhall be in. the back Room; 


the Em 
> I ſhoull 
Addreſſe 
d he 10 


* beet 


+ but you may enquire for. me in the Shop. 


© My Maid delivered the Note very 
* carefully,. and, on her Return, I aſked 
5 K 3 * how 
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how he received it. She told me that 
he ſeemed to be overjoyed by his Coun 
tenance, on peruſing it, but did not ſay 
any Thing to her in particular, | 
aſked her if he did not ſatisfy her for car- 
rying it; ſhe anſwered, that he had given 
her a Crown to deliver me his Letter, 
and another for bringing him the An- accor 
ſwer; by which J found my new Lover WM chuſe 
did not want for Spirit and Generoſity. W 1:ce ! 


— — —— — — — 
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© I had previouſly invited myſelf to 
drink Tea with my Milliner that Tueſda WM «© He 
Evening, who had taken a great deal of We cond 
the Money, that Mr. Mendez had given WM called 
me to lay out in Apparel; and, on my far, E 
going thither, I found Mr. Roberts ready BW permi 
oſted ih the Shop, where he ſeemed to Glaſs 
be examining ſome Laces. would 


x; 9 Ys HM RT 


At my coming in, he pulled off hi they 
© Hat, and ſaluted me with a very reſpet-W not fo 
* ful Bow : Whereupon I aſked him, in a bours 
free Manner, whether he would not walk W where! 
in and drink Tea with us, ſaying that I Mende. 
* dare engage Mrs. the Gentlewo-W which 
man of the Shop, would give him Leave: any O. 
© To which ſhe directly anſwered, *© dear 
„Madam, your Acquaintance are always I ac 


as welcome to me as yourſelf,” ——}} cd the 
Where- 


ie that 
Coun 
not ſay 
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for car- 
d given 
Letter, 


1e An- 
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« Whereupon Mr. Roberts and I walked 
into the back Room together. | 


Nothing but general Diſcourſe paſſed 
« at the Tea-Table; though when we had 
done, he ordered the Milliner to ſhew me 
« ſome of her beſt Laces, which the did 
« accordingly ; and he deſired that | would 
© chuſe a Set; but I only took enough to 
* lace me an Handkerchiet, which he paid 

I. 


© He afterwards deſired the Favour of 
conducting me home; and accordingly 
called a Coach; but we had not drove 
far, before he entreated that I would 
permit him the Pleaſure of drinking 4 
Glaſs of Wine with me, ſaying, that he 
would have invited me to his Lodgings 
for that Purpoſe; but he thought as 
they were oppoſite to mine, they were 
not ſo convenient; as ſome of the Neigh- 
bours might ſee us go in together, 
whereby it might probably come to Mr. 
Mendez's Ears, and cauſe ſome Uncaſineſs, 
which he would willingly avaid giving 
any Occaſion of. | 


I accepted his Propoſal, and he order- 
ed the C 


K 4 Tavern; 


oachman to ſtop at the next. 


> 
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Tavern; where he handed me in, and | 
called for a Bottle of French Claret, 1 
After drinking a Glaſs a Piece, he fell on EE. 
© his Knees, and declared his Paſſion to me 


© in ſuch elegant Terms, that I found them 7M 

« irreſiſtable. a 0 

© I aſked him what I could do for him, M . h. 

© ſeeing I had been for a long Time under 1 h 

very conſiderable Obligations to Mr. 72 

Mendez? He anſwered, that he did inot ä cl 
think I was under any, as the Enjoyment 1. 
of me was more than a ſufficient Com- 75 


er 
al 
« penſation for all the Favours that he Z M 
© could beſtow :——But that it I would 5 
* oblige him ſo far, as to leave the Jew, | 
© he would take Care that I ſhould be as f 
© handſomely provided for, as ever I was > 
with him. 5 | 

t 

t 


«bo 0. 

After ſome little Heſitation, 1 
© to it; and we concerted Matters ſo to- 
gether, that I eloped from Mr. Mendez 
© the Night following Mr. Roberts wait- R 
ing with a Coach ready for me at the 10 
Corner of the Street, to conduct me to yp 


© the Lodgings he had provided for me in mai 
© the new Buildings, at the other End of on 


© the Town near Bond- Street. I took ſome 


of my beſt Things with me, and ordered 
. | my 


18 
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my Maid to take Coach, and bring the 
« reſt; Mr. Roberts haying informed her 
© where we were going; For, as I had al- 
© ways found her a very truſty Servant, 
„I was not at all dubious of confiding 
in her on the preſent Occaſion, which 1 
© had the more Reaſon to do, as the Few ' 
© had lately behaved very crabbedly to her, 
and would have had me to have diſ- 
charged her. But my refuſing to do itz 
entirely procured me her Affection; 
and I knew that ſhe utterly. deteſted Mr. 
Mendez, by her often ſaying, ** what! a 
6c — Pity it was, that Ph a hand- 
e ſome young Lady as myſelf, ſhould 
«-fling away the Prime of her Days in 
C the Arms of ſuch an old Fumbler ; 
e when ſhe was ſure that my Youth and 
* Beauty might procure me a much bet- - 
e ter Settlement in the World, than any, 


© that he could afford to make me.” 


Here Miſs Wright's Maid entering the 
Room, to let them know Supper was 
ready, ſhe was obliged to.. defer the Re- 
mainder of. her Narrative till het was 
over, and we ſhall leave the Relation of, it 
to the next Chapter. 


K 5 HRK. 
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. 
The Concluſion of the Hiſtory of Miſs Wright, 
c \ (| Y Maid executed her Commiſſion 


C very faithfully ; and was ſo care- 
© ful to avoid any Diſcovery, by the Coach 
being followed, that ſhe called at a Re- 
© lations, near Temple-Bar, and there fat 
down my Trunk and Boxes: And, after 
© ſtaying there an Hour, took another 
Coach, and brought them very ſafe to 
me, about Eleven at Night, to my new 
Lodgings. 


As Mr. Roberts had a ſmall Eſtate of 
* his own, beſides the Salary of his Place, 
* to live on, he maintained me very hand- 
« ſomely for about a Year and a Halt: 
When courting a Gentlewoman of a 
large Fortune, and ſhe having ſome In- 
« telligence of my being in his keeping, 
made it a preliminary Article to their 
Marriage, that he ſhould break off all 
« Correſpondence with me; which he was 
© obliged to do or elſe his Father, who was 
«* living, and had made up the Match, de- 
« clared, that he would diſinherit him 1 

: ' o 
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© all that poſſibly he could; and his De- 
© pendance upon what his Father fhould 
c ene him, was too conſiderable to be 
forfeited for my Company. 


However, he made me a Preſent of a 
* Bank-Note of Fifty Pounds, on his tak- 
ing leave of me; and aſſured me, that 
he would be always ready to aſſiſt me, if 
my Circumſtances required it: But, as 
no Occaſion to 

trouble him. | | 


© Not long after he had left me, T was: 


* addreſſed by a Nobleman, that lived near 
my Lodgings z who had ſeen me while 


Mr. Roberts kept Try, an with me, 
and had made me then ſome private O- 
vertures, that I abſolutely refuſed. to 
* comply with, | | 


© This Lord and: his Lady lived ſepa» 
© rately, which gave him the better Op- 
© portunity of courting me; and, in a ſhort 
Time, he brought me to his Terms, 


© when he directly took me with him into 


the Country. Having gratified his Appe- 


* tite, he proved the greateſt Tyrant to 


* me imaginable ; and though we had ve- 
* ry few » = he was continu 
| 2 
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| ally tormenting both himſelf and me with 
© his Jealouſy, which he would exert even 
* on the molt frivolous Occaſions. On my 
happening to diſcourſe a little freely with 
an Officer, that came one Day to dine 
with us, he quarrelled with me about it, 
and Words ran ſo high between us, that 
we parted ; and I returned to Town in 
the Stage-Coach, after having led a mi- 
ſerable Life with him at his Country- 
Seat for Nine Months : During which 
Time, I ſaw but very little Company 
beſides his Lordſhip, and that latterly 
was very 1 as he was almoſt 
always in his wayward Moods. For the 
Gentry in the Neighbourhood were above 
viſiting a Woman in my Station; and! 
could plainly perW@ve, that I was very 
much ſcoffed at by the home-ſpun Coun- 
try-Dames and their ruftic Spouſes : So 
that I had no Perſon, with whom I could 
converſe, to diſſipate that Melancholy, 
which this Way of Life, being debarred 
from all Pleaſure, occaſioned me to en- 
dure, 


— — 


| 
| 


MKM a BG an a aaa as „ „ „ «„ „„ „ 


At my Arrival in Town, I took freſh 

© Lodgings in Weſtminſter ; where I had 

© not been long, before a Lieutenant of a 
Man of War got acquainted with = 
: 9 * 


e with 
t even 
In my 
y with 
o dine 
out it, 
3, that 
on in 
| a mi- 
Juntry- 
which 
mpany 
atterly 
almoſt 
"or the 
above 
| and I 
is very 
Coun- 
es: So 
[ could 
acholy, 
barred 
to en- 


k freſh 

I had 
nt of a 
th me, 


and 


(20g) 


and we agreed to live together. His 
« Name was Maſon; he was a very portly- 
© handfome Man, and loved me exceeding : 
well; but his Manners (having been. 
© bred at Sea) were a little more unpoliſh-- 
ed than what I had been uſed to. How-. 
© ever, he was very good-natured, except 
« when in Liquor; and then he was fo. 
© much the reverſe of what he was, when 


« ſober, that I could hardly endure him: 


* Though when I had gained a thorough 


Knowledge of his Temper, I made my- 


« ſelf conformable to it; which was the 
© more eaſy for me to do, as by his hand- 
* ſome Treatment of me, when ſober, he 
endeared my Affection very much to 


© him. 


As my Lodgings in Miſtninſter did 
© not lie ſo convenient for him, the Ship 
© being refitting at Deptford, we took a lit- 
«* tle Houſe at Rotherhithe, where we lived 


very comfortably together for about half 


© a Year.: But his Ship being repaired, 
and fit for Sea, ſhe went round to Spit- 


bea; whereupon he took Lodgings 


for 


me at Portſmouth, and 1 lived there 
* about three Months, he coming con- 


* ſtantly aſhore to viſit me, 


« At 
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r 
* 


* At laſt his Ship was ordered to the 
Meſt-Indies; and we took a very tende: 
« Farewell of each other. He gave me al 
© the Money he could ſpare, which waz 
Twenty Guineas, and promiſed to ſend 
me ſome more Subſiſtence, as ſoon as it 
was in his Power, When he had ſet 
ſail, I returned to London; but unfortu- 
nately for me, about ſix Months after, | 
received News of his being killed in an 
Engagement with ſome Spaniſh Ships, 
which they met in their Paſſage. 


th. — 2 
% 
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| As the Stock that he had left me waz 
| * exhauſted ſome Time before I received 
«© this Intelligence; and I now found my- 
« ſelf obliged to make away with ſome of 
my Cloaths, to ſupport myſelf, I thought 
© it high Time to look out for ſome Body 
© elſe to maintain me. I ſhould now cer- 
« tainly have returned Home to my Fai 
© ther's, had he been alive; but I received 
Advice of his Death, while I lived at 
* Rotherhithe with the Lieutenant; and 
that he had left my Mother with ſe 
< yeral Children, in very indifferent, Cir 
« cumſtances, which excluded from m) 
« Mind all Thoughts of returning into the 
Country. 
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At my coming to Town from Port/- 
* mouth, I took Lodgings again in Weſt- 
« minſter, where I lived about Five Months; 
but they being too dear for me to ſup- 
« port, I was obliged to remove, and went 
into a new Lodging, in a Street near 
* Covent-Garden. The Windows of my 
Apartment looked upon a Gaming- 
Room, that lay backwards, which ſeve- 
© ral Gentlemen uſed to frequent; and, a- 
* mong the reſt, your Acquaintance, Mr, 
Hughes. He had ſeen me ſeveral Times 
before I took any particular Notice of 
him; but, at laſt, I could not help ob- 
ſerving his almoſt continual gazing up at 
my Windows : For it being Summer- 
Time, the Gentlemen met there-to play 
by Day-Light. 


As he had taken a great Liking to me, 
he, at laſt, contrived to get acquainted 
with the Gentlewoman of the Houſe, 
where I lodged; and, by that Means, in- 
troduced himſelf into my Company. We 
had not been long acquainted together, 
before he made love to me; and aſſured 


me, that if I wohl comply with his De- 
fires, he ſhould think himſelf the happieſt 
Man 
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Man living, and would provide for me 
very handſomely.. 


Finding myſelf in decaying Circun 
cumſtances, I was glad to embrace al. 
+ moſt any Proffer that could be made me; 
- otherwiſe, . I ſhould never have fixed 
my Dependance on a Gameſter, In : 
Word, I accepted of his Propoſal; and he 
took theſe Lodgings for me: "Though 
I cannot fay. that he ſupported me {< 
well as I had been kept formerly. Fa 
- as he depended upon Fortune for a Live- 
- lyhood, when ſhe frowned upon him, we 
-were always drove to very Ga Shifts; 
and which lately has been pretty mud 
my Caſe with him.---The reſt you knoy. 
And now I hope I have ſatisfied you 
«Deſire, in giving you a true Relation d 
my Life and Adventures, from the Tim 
of my coming to London, till our Ac: 
quaintance together,” 


G » «6a = , .2a 


Miſs Vrigbt having finiſhed. her Narr 
tive, Will Ramble embraced her tenderly 
and returned her Thanks, for the Pains ſhe 
had been at. in grati'ying his Curioſity: 
Promiſing, if ſhe proved conſtant to hi 

he would compenſate for all the * 
+ that 
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that her Expectations had met with, in Mr. 
Hugbes's Behaviour, or Treatment of her. 


Will Ramble was indeed as good as his. 
Word; and Miſs Fright might have been. 
very fluently ſupported by him for a much 
longer Time, 11 ſhe had not been incen- 
one: But a flagrant and convincing Inſtance 
of her natural Levity, and what was too. 
inſupportable for any Gentleman to put u 
with, obliged Will to part with her, aſter 
they had' cohabited together avout ſeven. 
Months, 


THE 
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BOOK VI. 


299 divers Adventures of the Libertine 
and other Perſons, which brings this Hiſto- 
ry to @ Period. 


CHAT I. 


Containing the Adventures of Will Ramble 
in a Trip to Epſom, and another to Tun- 
 bridge-Wells. 
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WW ILL Ramble had not long parted Nen Th 

with Miſs Wright, before the Sum- as the 
mer Seaſon came on; and the Town Mother, 
growing very thin of Company, he deter- ff the V 


mined upon taking a little Recreation in 
the Country. For that Purpole he pitched 


upon 
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upon Ep/om for his Reſort, it being a Place 
of great Pleaſure and Diverſion, and very 
much frequented by People of Faſhion. 


He accordingly ſet out thither, the ſe- 
cond Week in May, where he found the 
Place almoſt crouded by the Gay and Po- 
lite of all Ranks As this Town has ever 
been noted for Play, ſo here Will Ramble 

as at Liberty, to give free Scope to his 
FE. Fatural Propenſity to Gaming, at which he 

ad lately met with pretty good Succeſs : 
3 hough it was very much owing to the 
aution of not engaging with any of thoſe 
Sharpers, that are Maſters of all the fine 
and nice Tricks, which are practiſed at 
his favourite Diverſion. | | 


bertine 


Hiſto- 


Among the great Concourſe of People, 
ith which Epſom was then filled, none 
as more diſtinguiſhed for Youth, Beau- 
, or Genteelneſs, than Miſs Binks, the 
Daughter of a wealthy Yeoman in urry; 
hoſe Father was reckoned able to give her 
ſen Thouſand Pounds to her Portion: She 
vas then at Epſom, accompanying her 


Lamble 
2 Tun» 


Town Mother, who came thither for the Benefit 
deter- f the Waters. 
tion in 


Will 


(212) 
Will Ramble had on ber ſeveral Times 


at the Wells, and was as much enamoured 
with her as he could poſſibly be with any 
_ Woman; excepting Miſs Louiſa Merit; but 
ſhe being abſent, the Charms of the other 
obtained a great Aſcendancy over Will's 
Heart, 


We ſhall nat go about to deſcribe all the 

articular Beauties of Miſs Binks, which 
would be almoſt impoſſible. to do: We 
ſhall only inform the Reader, that ſhe was 
of a midling Stature, had. a fine Shape, 
and was exceeding ſtraight and genteel: 
Her Hair and Complexion were fair ; her 
Face was very exactly featured; and no 
artificial Colour could come up-to the live. 
ly, though not glowing Red, with which 

Nature had adorned her Cheeks. 


ſome of grant Rank and Faſhion, How: 


ever, 


himſelf in among the Croud, and to ge 
acquainted with her. 


'Thovei 


4% Ramble made ſhift to huſtle 
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As ſhe was reckoned ſuch a large For-. Di 
tune, being her Father's only Daughter, 
ſhe did not. want for Admirers; andeeven 
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Times Though the Manner in which he made 
oured Ml his Addreſſes to her were conſtrued by her 
h any Mother and herſelf, to be in the Way of 
t; but M Marriage; yet ſhould we put the ſame In- 
other ¶ terpretation on them, we ſhould forfeit that 
Wills Veracity, which is ſo eſſentialy neceſſary for 
Hiſtorians to keep up to. In a Word, 
| then, as her Beauty was the ſole Obje& of 
all the Vill's Deſire, he thought nothing about 
which her Fortune, or of marrying her for it. 
: We 
he was The young Lady liked Vill Ramble very 
Shape, Wwell for a Lover, and would have made no 
enteel: ¶ Manner of Difficulty in taking him for a 
ir; her Huſband; but her Mother was of a con- 
and noWtrary Inclination, and did not at all ap- 
he live · prove of his Addreſſes to her Daughter; 
1 which Has ſince their being at the Wells, ſhe had 
received ſome Offers, in the matrimonial 
Way, from Perſons that could confer more 
Dignity and Honour upon her Daughter, 
than what Will Ramble had in his Power to be- 
ftow ; whoſe Eſtate, the Mother had Intel- 
ligence, would hardly afford him the De- 
nomination of a Squire. 


ge For- 
zughter, 
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How: 
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However, the Old Lady's Ambition, or 
\varice, was no great Impediment to 
ill's courting her Daughter. He purſued 


her 


Thougt 
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her with his Addreſſes; and at length, va che.! 
ſo happy as to attain all that he could wit WM 95 * 
or hope for. Indeed, the Reſult of te ther, 
Afﬀair was managed with ſuch Secrecy, on Thin 
both Sides, as ſecured the young Lady's of th 
Reputation from receiving any Injury; and 
it has not been without much Difficulty, Wi 
that we have attained a true Knowledge of before 
the Event: But by what Means we hay Comp 
arrived thereat, is impoſſible for us at pre- the Sc 
ſent to pleaſure our Readers with an Ac. Enter 
count of, without forfeiting our Word to took! 
thoſe, that alone had it in their Power, to phrain 


afford us a right Information of this Af. plea 
1 fair, the V 
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| The Expedition with which Vill Ran- 
dle brought his Amour with Miſs Binks to 
a final Iſſue, was ſuch as afforded him alſo 
an Opportunity of viſiting the Wells near 
Tunbridge, betore the Expiration of the 
Seaſon ; for he arrived at that Place about 


the Middle of July. 


He would not have quitted Epſom ſe 

- ſoon, had it not been for a tender Regard 

to the Reputation of his new Miſtreſs; 

| which he was afraid might happen to ſuffe 
more than he was willing it ſhould, if he 
continued much longer in that Place: 0 

t , 
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the Eyes of the Company there grew more 
and more fixed upon their Intimacy toge- 
ther, though they could never obſerve an 


Thing, whereon to ground a juſt Cenſure 
of their Actions, 


h, wa 
d wich 
of tht 
Cy, on 
Lady's 
y 3 and 


Fouls Will had never been at Tunbridge-Wells 


before; yet from the numerous and polite 


2 Company, that frequently reſort thither in 
the Seaſon, he did not doubt meeting with 
2 1 Entertainment. At his Arrival there, he 


Fond took Lodgings at a Houſe on Mount E- 
00227479; which is the Name that is given to 
9 A.. pleaſant little Hill, nearly adjacent to 
— the Wells, whereon are ſituated many 
Lodging-Houſes, for the Accommodation 

1 Ran- of the Company. 


Binks to 
him allo 
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1 of the 
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Here Will paſſed his Time very pleaſant- 
ly for about a Month, according to the 
Cuſtom of the Place, that is to ſay, in Gal- 
lantry and Gaming. During which inter- 
val, he entered into an Amour with a La- 
dy of Faſhion, whoſe Name we ſhall call 
Dorinda, to prevent our giving any Scan- 
lal, or the affording an Opportnnity for 
others to be guilty of it. She was a tall, 
ell · limbed, gracetul Woman, of about 
wenty-Seven Years of Age, very fair 
omplexioned and well- featured; except- 


ing 


Epſom ſo 
1 Regard 
Miſtreſs; 
| to ſuffet 
Id, if be 
lace : A 

the 


1 | 
ihg her Noſe, which was a little upon the 
 Aquiline, or what, in plain Engliſh, gene. 
rally goes by the Name of a King Willian's, 
or more commonly called a Hawk-Noſfe, 
But though the Defect in this Feature was 
very obvious from its Situation, yet the 
Regularity of the reſt rendered it a ſmaller 
Diſparagement to her Face, than otherwiſe 
it would have been. 


Dorinda was married to a Gentleman 
much her ſuperior in Years; and who had a 
very conſiderable Poſt in one of the Offices 
belonging to the Collection of the King's 
Revenue, where his. Attendance was al- 
moſt conſtantly required. This occaſioned 
that he could not ſtay at the Wells for any 
conſiderable Time together; but generally 
ran down thither every Friday or Saturday, 
either in his Chariot, or Poſt-Chaiſe, and 
returned to Town, in the ſame Manner, 


on the Monday or Tueſday following. 


Few Ladies were endued with a more 
gay Diſpoſition, or amorous Complexion, 
than was Dorinda; notwithſtanding which 
ſhe had not, at that Time, been able to 
reſent her Huſband with an Heir to his 
ſtate: Though if common Fame may be 
credited, ſhe had often exerted her En- 
deavours 
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deavours to obtain one, without putting him 
to any bodily Trouble for the procuring of 
it. 565 


Will Ramble had often ſcen this Lady on 


the Walks, and in the public Rooms; and 


had frequently wiſhed to obtain an Oppor- 
tunity for entering into Converſation with 
her, but none offered for almoſt three 
Weeks: When he happened to be one 
Night in one of the Rooms upon the 
Walks, where Dorinda was in Company 
with- a Gentleman and Lady of her Ac- 
quaintance, and they being juſt going to fir 
down to a Game at Quadrille, wanted or.e 
Perſon to make up the Number of the 
Party. The Gentleman, that was with 
Dorinda, having ſome ſlight Knowledge of 
Will Ramble. and perceiving him not en- 
gaged at Play, gave him, with her Per- 
miſſion, an Invitation to make up the Par- 
ty, which Will readily accepted; and from 
thence commenced the Intimacy between 
him and Dorinda. «bd 


Will finding by her Converſation, that 
ſhe was exceeding agreeable to his Taſte, 
obtained Leave to viſit her; and thereupon - 
plied her with all the Addreſs of a vigorous 


young Lover. He was very near carrying 
Vor. II. * is 
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his Point, and a few Days more would | 
certainly have obtained him the Ultimate A 
of his Wiſhes with her, when one Night's cy te 
deſperate ill Luck at Play, diſannulled all 
his Expectations, and rendered him inca- 
w. of continuing wag longer at the Wells 

Want of Money: Finding, by the next 
Morning, that he 1 hardly a Sufficiency 
left to pay his Expences back again to 
London. 


Exceedingly neat at this Diſappoint 

ment, which was nowpaſt Remedy, Will | 

5 aſſumed as gay an. Air as poſſibly he could; 
and waited on Dorinda the very Morning 
after this Mis fortune happened to him, to 
take his Leave of her. She was not a lit- 
tle ſurprized at his quitting the Wells ſo 
ſoon, as he had never mentioned a Syllable 
to her of his Departure before. However, 
Will made the beſt Apology he could for 
the Abruptneſs of it, by acquainting her 
that he had juſt received a Letter from 
London, concerning ſome very urgent Buſi 
neſs, that immediately required his Pre- 
ſence at that Place; via hoped to be 
permitted the Honour of waiting on her at 

her Arrival, if his Affairs ſhould not al- 
low him the Pleaſure of returning again to 
the Wells, during that Seaſon. 4 
$ 
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As Dorinda had taken a very great Fan- 
cy to Will Ramble, ſne returned an exceed - 


| all ing polite Anſwer, by aſſuring. him that 
nca- his Company would always be able to 
Vells her whenever Opportunity ſuited; and that 
next ſhe hoped he would not fail letting her ſee 
ency bim in Town, where ſhe believed ſhe ſhould 
n to 


be before the Seaſon of the Hells was 


Over. 


Will Ramble was not a little pleaſed at 
receiving ſuch an handſome Invitation from 
Dorinda: When having taken a very po- 
lite Farewell of her, for the preſent, he 
directly ſet out for London; where he arriv- 
ed about Nine o Clock the tame Evening. 
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ſelf 
In which Will Ramble purſues his Amours Suff 
with Dorinda ix London. very 


he was obliged to apply to fome 1 
rers to recruit his Pocket, of whom he tuni 
obtained the Loan of two hundred Pounds: 
For which he paid twenty Pounds Pre- 
mium, beſides the Intereſt for one Year, 
at the Rate of five per Cent. which being 
obliged to advance together, made in the 
whole a Diſcount of thirty Pounds; ſo 
that he received only one hundred and 
ſeventy Pounds, in Lieu of two hundred 
Pounds, and thought himſelf very well off, 
in procuring this Sum with fo little Extor. 
uon. 


He had not been above a Fortnight in 
London, before Dorinda arrived there from 
Tunbridge Wells; of which he having Intel- 
ligence, took the firſt Opportunity of pay- 
ing his Reſpects to her, from whom he met 
with a very favourable Reception. 
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He alſo found Means to ingratiate him- 
ſelf. with her Huſband; who having no 
Suſpicion of his Errand, Vill ſoon became 
very intimate at his Houſe, and was gene- 
rally a conſtant Gueſt with them at Table. 


This furniſhed Vill with a fine Oppor- 
tunity of bringing all his Deſigns upon Do- 
rinda to bear; and he was 00 crowned 


with Succeſs, in triumphing over what lit - 
tle Virtue ſhe was poſſeſſed of. 


However, the Intrigues between them, 
was not carried on fo privately, but her 
Huſband, at laſt, began to entertain a 
very ſtrong Jealouſy of it; which though 
it lay glowing for ſome Time in the Em- 
bers, burſt out at length into an open 
Flame againſt Dorinda. Whereupon Vill 
Ramble was ſoon forbid the Houſe by her 
Hufband in a genteel Manner; but never- 
theleſs in ſuch a particular one, as gave 
him Reaſon to think, that he had gained 
more Knowledge of the Amour, between 
him and Dorinda, than what, for the Sake 
— the Lady, Vill Ramble could have wiſh- 
e 4413.5 i 
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This quite diſconcerted all the Meaſures 
that Will could poſſibly take, for carrying 
on his Amour with Derinda, at her own 
Houſe; and put them both to no little In- 
conveniency, in making Aſſignations A- 
broad. But they were obliged to ſubmit 
tO It; a 


ee themſelves very happy, 


when ti could find an Opportunity of 
meeting together, at ſome Lace-Chamber 
or China-Shop to their mutual Flame : 
For Dorinda was too timorous of her Huſ- 
band's Rage, and her own Reputation to 
give Will Ramble the Meeting, either at his 
own Lodgings, or at any Tavern. 


To get free from this Incumbrance in 
the Amour, which was really no leſs ha- 
zardous than expenſive. Vill found Means, 
at laſt, to pick Acquaintance with one Mrs, 
Hurſt a Mantua-Maker, that he knew had 
worked for his Siſter Amelia, while ſhe was 
in Town. 


As ſhe was a ſingle Woman, and rented 
2 firſt Floor, in no very publick Part of 
the Town, Vill thought her Lodging; 
would be very convenient for his meeting 
Dorinda at, in an Evening, when Mrs, 
Hurſt's Journey-Women had all left * 
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And as ſhe had but one *Prentice, proper 
Means were taken on the aſſigned Nights, 
to keep her out of the Way, from either 
interrupting them, or being privy to their 
Intrigue. 


By this Way of Management, Matters 
were conducted ſo well between them, 
for above two Months, as quite fruſtrated 
any Diſcovery being made, of his and Do- 
rinda*s Correſpondence together. But tho” 
this Amour was ſomewhat expenſive to 
Will Ramble, at the firſt. of his 3 pre- 
vented from carrying it on at Dorinda's 
Houſe ; yet as her Huſband did not ſuffer 
her to want for Money; ſhe ſoon after 
contributed very handſomely, not only to 
the Expences of their Intrigue, but alſo to 
the Support of Mill's Pocket, which real 
Rood very much in need of ſome fuch Aſ- 
fiſtance. And it was almoſt entirely through 
the Aid of Dorinda. that he ſupported him- 
ſelf at the Play Table, which was a Di- 
verſion, that nothing at that Time could 
bring him entirely to forſake. 4 


But notwithſtanding the good Manage - 
ment between Vill and this Lady, in carry- 
ing on their Amour, an Accident happen- 
ed that occaſioned its being W 

er 


WY 
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her Huſband; and he was very near de- 
tecting him in Dorinda's Embraces : The 


Manner in which this fell out, we ſhall pro- 
ceed inſtantly to relate. 


Though Mrs Hurſt the Mantua- Maker, 
kept no Ma'd-Servant, but only one *Pren- 
tice, as we ſaid before; yet as the Nature 
of her Buſineſs required her keeping up a 
good Correſpondence with her own Sex, 
o ſhe had ſeveral Female Viſitants. 


One of theſe came to ſee Mrs. Hurſt, 
one Evening at about Eight o'Clock, at a 
Time when Hill Ramble and Dorinda gene- 
rally met there together; and it happened 
very unfortunately for them to be preſent, 
in Mrs. Hurſt's Dining-Room, at that very 
Juncture. 


By ſome Accident or other, the young 
Woman, Viſitant, chanced to get a Sight 
of Dorinda; whom ſhe knew IN well, 
by having ſeveral Times ſeen her at her 
own Houſe, where ſhe had a Couſin, that 
had for almoſt a Twelve-Month lived Ser- 
-_ with Dorinda's Huſband, as a Woman 
Cook. 
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It has long been an Obſervation, that 
ſcarce any of the female Sex can keep their 
own Counſel, much leſs that of others; 
which this very young Woman verified, 
by diſcovering to to her Couſin, her ſeeing of 
Dorinda in private Company with a Gen- 
tleman, in the Mantua-Maker's — 
Room. 


The Cook 1 an old Servant, and 
hw Favourite of her Maſter's, and not 

owing Dorinda any Good-Will, as ſhe al- 
ways thought that ſhe was falſe to him; ſo 
ſhe was not long before ſhe diſcloſed the 
Intelligence her Couſin had 8 her, 
to Dorindas Huſband, 


Upon his receiving this News, of which 
he alſo obtained a Confirmation from the 
young Woman's o¹n Mouth, that had ſeen 
Dorinda at the Mantua-Maker's, he re- 
ſolved to watch his Wife's Motions ; 
Rightly judging, by the Deſcription that 
gave of the Gentleman 
in Company with her, that it could be no 
other than Will Ramble. / 


Wherefore, i in order to be the more cer- 
tain of detecting Will and Dorinda together 
L 5 before 
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before Witneſſes, he engaged the aforeſaid 
young Woman, as his Emiſſary, to go one 
Night (when he judged by her Preparations, 
that Dorinda was ting out to meet her 
Gallant) to Mrs. Hw#ff's, ahd endeavour if 
ſhe could diſcover them there; which if ſhe 
did, ſhe was to bring him Word to an ad- 
Joining Tavern, where he was to wait for 

er coming, 


The young Woman obeyed her Com- 
miſſion very punctually, and found Will 
Ramble and Dorinda met together: But it 
happened, by her intruding a little farther 
towards the Dining-Room Door, than 
what good Manners allowed, in making 
her Diſcovery, that Mrs. Hurſt could 
not avoid taking particular Notice of it; 
and as the young Woman withdrew ſome- 
what abruptiy (as ſhe thought) almoſt im- 
mediately afterwards, ſhe could not forbear 
entering into the Room, where Vill Ram- 
ble and Dorinda were, and relating what 
ſhe had obſerved, to them: As ſhe was 
under great Apprehenſions, that if ſuch an 
Accident, as Dorinda's Huſband detecting 
them together, ſnould happen at her Houſe, 
it would totally deprive her of her Buſineſs 
as a Mantua-Maker, by blaſting her Cha- 
racter: Beſides the Miſchief that might 

5 . pro- 
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might 
Pro- 


( 227) 
bably happen, in this Caſe, from an In- 
e xs Fam Dorinda's Huſband and 
Vill Ramble, in ſuch Circumſtances, | 


Upon receiving the Information from 
Mrs. Hurft, Dorinda immediately aſked her 
if ſhe knewthe young Woman's Name, that 
had been ſo inquiſitive as to pry into her 
Actions. Mrs. Hurſt directly told her who 
it was; and Dorinda inſtantly recollected 
that it was a Relation to their Woman- 
Cook, that had been there. Whereupon, 
Mrs. Hurſt adviſed Will Ramble and Do- 
rinda to ſtep inſtantly down Stairs together, 
mto a little Garden, that lay behind the 
Houſe, of which ſhe gave him the Key of 
the Back Door, for them two to make 


their Eſcape together. 


They followed her Directions, and had 
hardly got- into. the Garden, when they 
heard Dorinda's Huſband. and the young 
Woman, whom he had employed as a Spy, 
mount the Stairs together; when juſt giv- 
ing him Time to aſcend them, they open- 
ed the Garden-Door, and ſlipt out into a 
Court, that lay behind the Houſe, taking 
Care to lock the Door and take the Key 
with them for fear of a Purſuit. 
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bably happen, in this Caſe, from an In- 
erte nf Dorinda's Huſband and 
Vill Ramble, in ſuch Circumſtances, 


Upon receiving the Information from 
Mrs. Hurſt, Dorinda immediately aſked her 
if ſhe knewthe young Woman's Name, that 
had been ſo inquiſitive as to pry into her 
Actions. Mrs. Hurſt directly told her who 
it was; and Dorinda inſtantly recollected 
that it was a Relation to their Woman- 
Cook, that had been there. Whereupon, 
Mrs. Hurſt adviſed Will Ramble and Do- 
rinda to ſtep inſtantly down Stairs together, 
mto a little Garden, that lay behind the 
Houſe, of which ſhe gave him the Key of 
the Back Door, for them two to make 


their Eſcape together. 
They followed her Directions, and had 
hardly got into the Garden, when they 


heard Dorinda's Huſband. and the young 


Woman, whom he had employed as a Spy, 
mount the Stairs together; when juſt giv- 
ing him Time to aſcend them, they open- 
ed the Garden-Door, and ſlipt out into a 
Court, that lay behind the Houſe, taking 
Care to lock the Door and take the Key 
with them for fear of a Purſuit, 
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Dorinda's Huſband, on his entering Mrs. 
HJurſt's Appartment, fell in a great Rage; 
and ln her to produce his Wite, and 
her Gallant to him : But ſhe, without the 
leaſt Diſcompoſure, very gravely denied 
that ſhe knew what he meant. She ſaid, 
© that, indeed, there had been a Gentleman 
© and Lady not long ago in her Room, 
but ſhe was ſure the latter was none of 
his Wife, for ſhe knew her to be married 
© to the very Gentleman's Brother, who 
had been there with her.” 


This Account did not pacify Dorinda's 
Huſband, he inſiſted upon ſeeing of them: 
but Mrs. Hurſt told him, that was not in 
her power tolet him do, as they went away 
together juſt before he came in. Notwith- 
ſanding this, he proceeded to ſearch the 
Cloſet of the Dining Room, upon which 
a violent Quarrel enſued between him and 
the Mantua-Maker, at the End of which 
he was obliged to depart, almoſt fruitleſs 
in his Attempt. 


Dorinda got Home ſome Time before 
her Huſband, and was ready prepared to 
meet his Rage, which fell very heavily 
upon het; and concluded with her * 
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ſo cloſely confined, for ſome Time, that 
Will Ramble could never find any Opportu- | 
nity of ſeeing her again, while ſhe remain- 
ed in London; which was not above two 
Months. After this, her Huſband ſent her to 
live at a Relation's of his in the County of 
Northumberland, where, though he allowed 
her a handſome Maintainance, yet the Loſs 
of her former Gaiety of Life and Gallan- 
try, flung her into a deep Melancholy, 
which at laſt ended in a galloping Con- 
ſumption that carried her off. Such are 
the diſmal Conſequences, that often attend 
unlawful Amours; and the Gallantry of 
this Lady, which proved fatal to her in 
the End, ought to be a Warning to all 
thoſe of her Rank and Sex that are inclin- 
ed to give Way to illicit Love. 


As Vill Ramble could not learn any 
Thing of the particular Place of Dorinda's 
Confinement, no farther than that it was in 
Nortbumberlandſbire, which is a pretty large 
County, till after her Death, it coſt him 
very great Vexation: For though he was 
a Libertine in Principle, and, as ſuch, could 
not withſtand the Force of her Charms, 
yet he was, at laſt, really ſorry for the 
Misfortune that he had occaſioned to befall 
her. And at length he received ates” 
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her melancholy End, which gave him x 
= A piercing Shock than any he had yet 


The Miſery, (if the Loſs of that Pleaſure, 
which attends a ſplendid Way of Life, 
may properly be ſo termed) which he was 
certain ſhe muſt endure, had ſuch a great 
Effect on Vill's Spirits, as occaſioned him, 
for ſome Time, to relinquiſh the Company 
of her Sex, more than ever he had done 
before: And the Melancholy, that the be- 
ing deprived of his Dorinda occaſioned in 
him, made him give himſelf almoſt entire- 
ly over to Play. $2 


Though he took as much Care as poſſi 
ble to avoid the Sharpers, yet, at Times, 
they found Means to get into his Company 
and to fleece him of moſt of his ready 
Money; infomuch, that he was almot 
broke of all his Caſh : When luckily, he 
met with an Exgliſß Baronet, that muſt, 
for certain Reaſons, at preſent be nameleſs, 
of whom he made ſhift to repay himſelf for 
ſome of his late Loſſes : Tho to his Honour 
be it ſaid, that he always ſcorned playing, 
any otherways than upon the Square. 
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However, getting afterwards to.a certain 
noted Houſe for Gaming, not far from St. 
James's, he was there taken in and quite 
eaſed of all his ready Caſh, which drove 
him to great Difficulties, for ſome Time 
as the Reader may perceive, if he pleaſes 
to perule the following Chapter. 


CHAP; 
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CHAP. III. 


In which, though but ſhort, Will meets with 
an old female Acquaintance. 


S all the ready Money that Will had 
A been Maſter of, was now quite ex. 
auſted, he was ſo diſtreſſed, as to be o- 
bliged to borrow ſome of his Acquaintance, 
for his Support: But this was not near ſuf- 
ficient to laſt him till the next Payment f 
his Rents : However, it ſerved him for a 


Time, to make ſome {mall Figure with at 
the Gaming-Table, 


Having one Night had pretty good Suc- 
ceſs at Play, he, and ſome more of hi 
Companions, adjourned from thence to the 
Tavern; where taking their Bottle a- piece 
and being warm with drinking, they agreed 
to ſpend the Remainder of the Night, in 
viſiting the Ladies, that is the Ladies of 
Pleaſure: And accordingly they all pro- 
ceeded together to a noted Bawdy-Houſe 
near Covent-Garden , where they went di- 
rectly into the Back-Parlour, wherein the 


Ladies that ſaw Company that Night 


were all ſitting together, 
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Every one now having pleaſed his Fan- 
cy, in ſelecting his Partner, a large Bowl 
of Punch was immediately called for, 

.. Wwbich was brought in by a very likely 
18 wil young Woman : Who, though ſhe was 
not ſo well dreſſed as the other fine Ladies, 
yet had more regular, and better Features, 


"ll had in her Face, than any of her Sex in the 
A Room. And though her Complexion was 
Os 


upon a pale yellow Caſt, that I oked as if 
ntance, Wir had been occaſioned by ſome Illneſs, yet 
ear ſuf. te Remains of thoſe Roſes, that had once 
my bloomed in her Cheeks, were very viſible. 
with at 77/11 Ramble, on looking at her pretty ear- 
neſtly, imagined, that he had ſeen her Face 
before; and eyeing her yet more attentive- 
ly. became certain, that he had been very 
well acquainted with her, but could not at 
: to theWrreſent recolle& where, or who ſhe was. 
a-picct However, as ſhe happened to be more 
' agreed Wovick at recalling her Ideas, ſo ſhe knew 
ght, him immediately: Whereupon with a very 
adies of Wrivid Bluſh in her Eace, that was very 
ul pro-Wmuch wanted before to heighten its Co- 
Houſe our, and dro ping him a low Curteſy, ſhe 
ent di · Naluted him y his Name, and enquired 
rein the ſhow all Mr. Merit's good Family did. 
Night | This 


od Suc- 
| of his 


Every 


(234) 


This immediately quickened Wills Me. 
mory, and he knew her to be Roſe Fry. 
love, whom he had debauched, while be 
lived at his Guardians. Wherefore, havi 
anſwered the Queſtion ſhe had aſked him, 
upon her going out of the Room, he fol. 
lowed her; and giving her half a Crown, 
told her to come to his Lodgings, which 
he gave her Directions where to find, the 
next Day. 


He, and his Companions, ſtayed hen 
till Day-Light, though it was more out d 
Complacence to them, than [nclination on 
his Side : For, notwithſtanding, all the 
obſcene Mirth and Jollity that ſubſiſted x 

— 2 yet the Thoughts of his har. 
ing been the Occaſion of reducing thi 
young Creature, to that miſerable Situati- 
on in Life, in which he imagined her to be 
laced, by ſecing her attending in that 
ouſe, deprived him of all Taſte for 
Pleaſure, even had it been more ſuitable to 
his Appetite than what now offered. For, 
to do Vill Juſtice, this Sort of Paſtime, in 
which he was engaged at preſent, was el- 
om or never agreeable to his Palate, un: 
leſs when his Head was too much reple- 
niſhed with Liquor. And, indeed, it was 
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owing to the Wine he had drank, that he 
was enticed thither. | 


11's Me. 
pfe Fre. . | 
while h Though Will was a Libertine by Pro- 
» havingſWfelion, and made no Scruple of carrying 
ted him on an Amour, and even of gratifying his 
he fol moſt ſenſual Appetite with any Woman, 
Crown that gave him the leaſt Invitation; yet the 
„ Which frequenting of the public Stews, where 
ind, the che Delights of Venus put on too mercena- 
ry, dangerous, and obſcene an Appear- 

| ance, were too odious to be ſuitable to his 
red herWiree and generous Spirit: Whoſe Taſte, 
e out ofEfthough vicious, was yet ſo refined, as to 
ation o make a juſt Diſtinction between the Pleaſures 
all th:MWariſing from a Gratification of the Paſſion of 


ſiſted a Love, in the Arms of an amiable Object, and 
his hav . choſe that accrue from the Embraces of a 
ing thiſWmercenary Proſtitute : Beſides the Hazard, 
Situat· ¶ chereby, of acquiring ſuch loathſome Dif- 


er to be 
in that 
aſte for | 
itable rol And, indeed, if the Reader obſerves the 
J. For, Courſe of Vill Rambles Life, with a dili- 
time, ia gent Attention, he will find, that his Pro- 
was ſel· fligacy, in giving himſelf ſo much up to 
ate, un; Women, was owing to a Cauſe that very 
h reple-Motten occaſions ſome Men entirely to aban- 
|, it wa don their Converſation z which, according 

Owing | .to 


eaſes, as the Enjoyment of the higheſt Plea. 
lure can never ſufficiently compenſate. 
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to the common Phraſe, is, Being croſſed in 
Love. This had a very different Effect on 
his warm Conſtitution. © Had Vill per. 
ceived any Glimpſe, or Likelihood of h 
obtaining Lauiſa, it is very probable, that 
he would have applied all his Attention 
that Way: But his Hopes there being en- 
tirely cut off, by the Smallneſs of bis 
Eſtate, and her Father's great Fondneſs 
for her : So it was to this Cauſe, and ty 
which indeed we have all along attributed 
it, that Will Ramble became ſuch a Liber. 
tine in his Amours. Which though he 
purſued them as he did Gaming only to di- 
vert his anxious Thoughts from an Ob- 
ject, that he could not flatter himſelf with 
ever becoming in Poſſeſſion of; yet the 
Entertainment they afforded him. was of- 
ten interrupted by ſevere Reprehenſions on 
his own Account, that would ariſe in his 
Mind, from the Remains of thoſe excel 
lent Principles, that had been inculcated 
in him by that worthy Clergyman, under 
whoſe Tuition Mr. Merit had placed him. 
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CHAP. IV. 


mtaining deeper Reflections than the Reader 
may perhaps expett to meet with ;, and ſome 
otber Matters. 


N Will Rambles coming Home 

to his Lodgings, he laid himſelf 
down upon his Bed, and ſlept for about 
four Hours ; when, awaking, he began to 
reflect on his laft Night's Adventure, in 
meeting with Roſe. As the Fumes of the 
Liquor, which had before ſomewhat intoxi- 
cared his Brain, now made him ſick, ſo he 
was in no very good Humour with him- 
ſelf, for 1 — ſo weak, as to be 
drawn away by his Companions the-Night 
betore to a Houle, for whole mercenary 
Pleaſures he had no Manner of Reliſh 
when ſober. And the Thoughts of the 
unfortunate Girl, that he had ſeen there, 
occaſioned him to burſt out into the * 
wen u. 


$ 'To what a Condition,” * "ey © have 
] reduced this poor Creature: Wretch 
that T am! I deprived her of her Virgin 
Innocence, and took the brighteſt Orna- 
ment 
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* ment that ſhe had, from her by Vio 
* lence; whereby I have certainly entaile 
upon her Shame and Sorrow, Wretched- 
* neſs and Miſery. Where is now that 
© freſh, wholeſome, blooming Complexion 
© that glowed in her Face, when I fir 
* embraced her in my Arms? Where iz 
that plump, jolly Comelineſs of Body, 
that bow firm Fleſh, wherewith my 
* Senſes were once ſo much delighted? Are 
they not all fallen a Sacrifice to Luſt, 
that brutal Appetite, which I firſt inte 
ed her with, whereby ſhe is reduced to he 
a common Proſtitute ?—What can I 0 
* for her: — What Recompence can | 
make her, for the Miſery I have involy- 
ed her in?“ 


Roſe kn 
breviouſ 
ance, f. 
Dn her 
Flood 
or ſome 
d herſe 
ul Rela 
from hi 
his Tir 
before 1 


ceſſar 


Perhaps ſome of our minor Critics may 
think the foregoing Expreſſions very unna- 
tural out of the Mouth of ſuch a looſe 
Spark as Will Ramble; but we here take 
the Liberty to aſſure them, that as we have ory ; 2 
all along drawn our Copy exactly from iter her 
Nature, ſo this Soliloquy really came from up fron 
Will's Mouth. F or he he was a Man Service 
of Pleaſure, and very laſcivious, yet he ¶ conciſe 
was not infected with ſuch a brutal Sen- Willing 
ſuality, as ſome ether Libertines, that ¶ Narrati 


drives every Sentiment of Humanity * follows 
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by Vio eir Breaſts. In a Word — Vill had his 
entailel erious Thoughts often attending him, in 
retched Ne Abſence. of his gayeſt Hours: And 
ow thaWhough Habit had rendered his criminal 
wexioMndulgencies unſurmountable; yet he did 
a I fir ot want for Underſtanding ſufficient to 
There i enſure his own Profligacy, though he 
f Body, Would not conquer it. | 

vith my | | 

d? Ae While he was yet lying on the Bed, 
o Luſt, Roſe knocked at the Door, and he having 
t inted-Whreviouſly. given Orders for her Admit- 
ed to hefWance, ſhe was ſhewn up Stairs to him. — 
an Ia her entering the Room, ſhe burſt into 


> Can | 


Flood of Tears, that 3 * her Speech 
involy- 5 


or ſome Time: But at laſt, ſhe recover- 
d herſelf, and gave him a true and faith- 
ul Relation of all that happened to. her, 


ics maj {rom his ſetting out for the Univerſity, to 
y unna- this Time. Some Part of which we have 
a look Whefore related to the Reader, as far as was 
re take ¶neceſſary for the Connexion of this Hiſ- 
ve have Whory ; and as to the Sequel of her Life, af- 
y from ter her leaving her Mother's, when ſhe was 
ne from up from her Lying-in, and entering into 
a Man Service again, we ſhall here relate it in as- 


yet he Meonciſe a Manner as poſſible; not being 
al Sen- Willing to trouble the Reader with her long 
Ss, that ¶ Narration: The Subſtance of which was as 
y out of follows. 
their | 5 That 


( 240 ) 


That, being in Service, ſhe was de. 
* luded' by her Maſter's Son; who took 
her into Keeping, and provided her with 
fine Lodgings and gay Cloaths, which 
« ſhe enjoyed for ſome Time, anu lived in 
a very affluent State: But he taking a. 
« nother Miſtreſs, diſcharged her; and 
having now no where to apply tor a Cha. 
« racter, ſhe could not return to Service; 
and her Mother being dead ſhe was o- 
< bliged to come upon the Town; where 
< ſhe made ſhift, for ſome Time, to ſ.p- 
« port an Appearance, not inferior to thoſ 
Ladies be had been laſt Night in Com- 
*-pany with. But, having contracted 
«- dreadful Malady, what Money and 
© Cloaths ſhe had, went toward paying the 
© Surgeon for her Cure, out of Whoſe 
Hands ſhe had not been above a Month; 
< and was then obliged to return to her 
former Avocation, though in a much 
lower Sphere than before, ſor to obtain 
« Bread. — That, on hearing the Miſtreſs 
« of the Houſe, where ſhe ſaw him laſt 
Night, wanted a Servant, ſhe had hired 
- © herielf to her rather than to become a 
© common Street- Walker.” — 
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Though Will Ramble lay upon the Bed 
all the Time, that Roſe was telling her 
Story, being very much indiſpoſed with 
drinking almoſt all the Night before, yet 
he had not the leaſt Thoughts of commit- 
ing any indecent Action with her. On the 
contraty, the Relation of the Miſeries ſhe 
had lately ſuffered, when upon the Town, 
which ſhe expreſſed in a more full and 
moving Manner than what we have ſum- 
med up her Narrative in, almoſt drew 
Tears from his Eyes. 


He aſked her* © If that it was poſſible to 
© get a good Service for her, whether ſhe 
* thought ſhe could entirely relinquiſh that 
Way of Life which ſhe had lately fol- 
lowed ?* To.which ſhe anfwered : That 
* nothing would afford her a greater Plea- 
ſure, He then gave her half a Guinea, 
© and bid her come to him again at the lat- 
ter End of the Week following; ſhe very 
* thankfully received his Gift, and pro- 
* miſing to obey his Commands, left him 
for that Time, 
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CHAP. V. 


Containing an almoſt unparallel d Piece of 
| Genero/tty. 


| HEN Roſe was gone, Will Rambl: 

not only began to ruminate on her 
Circumſtances, but alſo on his own. He 
knew what little Money he had would not 
laſt long, and that he could not expect a 
Recruit from his Tenants for ſome Time, 


which induced him to try if he could not 


borrow ſome Caſh of his Siſter Amelia, 
Wherefore, he directly ſent her a Letter 
for that Purpole ; and alſo acquainted her 
therein, that he had ſeen Roſe, in London, 
who was out of Place, and almoſt deſtitute; 
and that he ſhould be glad if ſhe could pro- 
vide for the poor Wretch, or help her to a 
Place, in the Country, among ſome of her 
Acquaintance. 


Amelia received the Letter; and as ſhe 
knew nothing of the Intimacy, that had 
formerly ſubſiſted between her Brother and 
Roſe, alſo pitied the Girl, for the Misfor- 
tune that had befallen her, in being de- 
luded, as ſhe thought, by Mr. . 


She t 
Trout 
and w 
in Lin 
Wher 
ther \ 
Place 
Letter 
Louiſa, 


As 
her to 
her 
from 
* any < 
C 2 5 
him, 
© Butt 
befor. 


Relie 
Trou 
ceive 
* would 
* tude, 
* Sixtee 


Perſor 
ney he 
except 


but ha 


ece of 


Ramble 
on her 
HW ; 
11d not 
xpect a 
Time, 
uld not 
Amelia. 
Letter 
ted her 
London, 
ſtitute; 
ald pro- 
her to 4 
e of her 


d as ſhe 
that had 
ther and 
| Misfor- 
eing de- 


ohnſon: 
7 fon 


- 


* ( 243) 


She therefore very generduſly took the 
Trouble to enquire for a Place for her; 


and was ſo fortunate, as to hear of a Lady 
in Lenco/nſhire, that wanted ſuch a Servant. 
Whereupon, ſhe directly wrote her Bro- 
ther Word of it, with Directions to the 
Place where Roſe was to go, and a ſmall 
Letter of Recommendation from her, and 
Louiſa, to take along with her. 


As ſor the Sum that he had requeſted 
her to lend him, ſhe informed him: That 
* her Money was all in Mr. Merit's Hands, 
© from whence ſhe did not chuſe to draw 
* any out: Though, however, ſhe did not 
© know what ſhe might have done to aſſiſt 
him, if there had been a Neceſſity for it. 
But that the ſame Perſon as had twice 
before ſo generouſly' contributed to his 
Relief, had now again prevented her that 
Trouble, by ſending. him a Note to re- 
* ceive Forty Pounds; which ſhe hoped he 
* would accept with a becoming Grati- 
* tude, as he now owed a Hundred and 
Sixteen Pounds Five Shillings to that 
Perſon's Generoſity: For that the Mo- 
ney he had formerly received from her, 
except Five Guineas, was not her own, 
but had been ſent him by the ſame Per- 

M 2 ſon, 
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ſon, from whom, incloſed in this Pac. 
+ ket, he would alſo receive a Letter.” 


As Will happened to open his Siſter's 
Letter the frik in the Parcel, ſo he was 
prodigioufly ſurprized at what ſhe inform. 
ed him of, concerning his being beholden 
to the Benevolence of another Perſon, for 
what he really imagined came from her. 
Eſpecially as he thought he had no Friend 
in thofe Parts, capable of ſuch a generous 
Act, unleſs it was Mr. Merit himſelf; 
whoſe Name he expected to ſee at the Bot- 
tom of the other Letter: But how was he 
aſtoniſhed, when, inſtead thereof, he ſay 
that of Louiſa, 


Having kiſſed it over and over again, 
with the greateſt Fervency, he began to 
ruſe the Contents; wherein, contrary to 
bis Expectation, he found not a Syllabl: 
mentioned about the Money; but only: 
tender Admonition of the Promiſe he had 
more than once made her, of amending hi 
Conduct, when he ſhould come into Pol: 
ſeflion of his Fortune; and adviſing him 
to refrain giving Way, in Exceſs, to thi 
Jooſe Pleaſures of the Town, which ſhe ob 
ſerved would be very prejudicial both tc 
his Perſon and Eſtate in the End. i 
f 


Will 
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Pac. 
. Will would immediately have wrote her 


TROY very handſome Anſwer; but the great 
wah, Surprize, that theſe repeated Acts of Ge- 


1 neroſity occaſioned in him} of which he 
des was conſcious of being very undeſerving, 
12 3 made him at a Loſs, for fome "wy how 
No to expreſs himſelf. | 

1 However, the next Day he ſent Louiſa a 


very handſome Letter, thanking her for 
the Favours ſne had done him, and aſſur- 
ing her, that he was not unmindful of his 
Promiſe, and he re in a ſhart Time, 
fully to convince her of it. ä 3 


\mſelt : 
1e Bot- 
was he 


he ſay 


13 Shortly after Roſe Freelove came to him, 
Aale s he had appointed; to whom he gave 
gan the Directions to the Place, that his Siſter 
had provided for her; alſo the Letter of 
Recommendation, to take with her, and 
likewiſe fufficient Money to defray her Ex- 
pences on the Road; for all which ſhe rg- 
turned him many Thanks, and in a Day 


or Two ief out for her new Server. 
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c HAP. VI. 
In which the Reader will meet with a ver 
. uhexpelied Turn in a certain Perſon, and a 
Sketch of two others, not hitherto deſcribed 
TL L Ramble, being quite enrap- 


in this Hiſtory. 

L, 

| tured at the noble Generoſity of 
Louiſa, began now to view his former vi- 
cious Courſe of Life in the blackeſt Co- 
Jours. He therefore determined to relin- 
quiſh it, and to apply himſelf ſolely” to the 
obtaining her, of her Father, for his 
Wierer | 


In order to bring this about, he wrote to 
Mr. Merit, and repreſented his hearty 
Contrition for the Follies of his paſt Lite; 
deſiring him, to give him leave to come 
and reſide for a few Months at his Houle, 
that, there, he might be more able to re. 
claim - himſelf from the Pleaſures of th 
Town, which was too difficult for him tc 
undertake in the Midſt of them. 


Mr. Merit wrote him Word, that he w: 
welcome to return and ſtay at his Hou 
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as long as it was agreeable to him. 
Whereupon Will ſet out thither ſoon after 
he had received the Letter, and was met 
by his Siſter and Louiſa, with the utmoſt 
Expreſſions of Joy for his Reformation, 
which Mr. Merit had acquainted them 
with; and which they all hoped might 
prove ſincere and laſting, 


Now we are come again to Mr. Merit's, 
we ſhall inform the Reader of what had 
happened there, ſince his Arrival from 
London, when he happened to meet his 
Neice on the Road. 


According to Mr. Merit's Promiſe to 
ſuffer her to be in his Houſe in Secrecy, 
till fuch Times as he could prevail with 
her Father to give Way to her Inclinations, 
ſhe had reſided there ſome Time before 
any Diſcovery was made of her. In the 
Interim he took the Opportunity of ſound- 
ng her Father's Mind ſeveral Times, in 


her Abſence from him; but always found 


him to be inflexible in bis Reſolutions, of 


her having the Perſon, whom he had 3 
ed upon to be her Huſband. 


Mr. Merit was very much vexed, on 


finding his Brother thus obſtinately dent 


M 4 againſt 
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againſt his Daughter's Felicity, whom he 
knew to be of too perverſe a Temper ever 
to ſubmit to her Father's Pleaſure, in an 
Affair that concerned her Happineſs for 


Life. 


Though we have mentioned this young 
Lady ſeveral Times before, and particular. 
ly in our fourth Book, we ſhall here give 
the Reader a ſmall Sketch, that may en. 
able him to conceive ſome Idea of her 
Perſon.— She was very thin, and inclined 
rather to be tall than ſhort : The Features 
of her Face were all pretty regular; he 
Skin was fair, as was her-Hair alſo; but 
the Fretfulneſs of her Temper made her 
generally look pale: Though ſhe was not 
what might be denominated a Beauty, 2 
ſhe had nothing very ſtriking either in her 
Face or Perſon, yet the latter might be 
termed handſome ; eſpecially upon a ſide 
View, or when ſhe was pleaſed to put on 
her beſt Temper. At which Time, a cer- 
tain agreeable Smile, that 1s not to be de- 
ſcribed by Words, added very much to the 
ſetting off her Features; and alſo enlivened 
her Face with a becoming Bluſh, that a. 
forded it a higher Colour than what gene- 
rally appeared in her Countenance, 
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Her Limbs were well turned, and ſhe 
had a very ſlender Shape; but had her Per- 


| ſon been endowed with the greateſt Ex- 


cellencies in human Nature, yet they would 
not have been ſufficient to compenſate for 
the Depravity of her Mind; for ſhe was 
proud, ambitious, ſordid, coyetous, obſti- 
nate and ill-natured. In a Word, ſhe was 


_ mentally the very Picture of her Father's 


ill Qualities in Miniature, though ſhe did 
not much reſemble him in her Perſon, 
which was like her Mother's; but ſhe had 
not the Happineſs of being poſſeſſed with 
ſuch a ſweet mild affable Temper as that 
good Gentlewoman, without which ſhe 
would not have been able to endure, for ſo 
many Years, the brutal Feroſity of her 


The Gentleman to whom her Father 
deſigned to Spots her, was a young Baro- 
net; whoſe Title and Eſtate were ſufficient 
to have gratified her Ambition and Avarice: 
But then the Deformity of his Perſon, 
was what ſhe could not endure in a Huſ- 
band 3 for though Eleonora did not want 
for Senſe, yet ſhe was not acquainted with 
the Talte of Jome great Ladies, that for 
the Sake of a Title or Eſtate, can bez 
Ol gle "ES > wit 
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with any Defects .in the Perſon of a Huſ. 
band; as well knowing, that after Marriage, 
they can find ſufficient Perfections in their 
Gallants, to make up what is wanting in their 
Spouſes. And as Eleonora's Situation in the 
Country, afforded her no ſuch Hopes; fo 
contrary to the modern Faſhion, ſhe thought 


the marrying a Huſband, was taking a 


Companion and Bedfellow for Life. 


Although this Gentleman was not ſo 
fortunate, as to have his Perſon caſt in one 
of the moſt delicate Moulds of Nature, yet 
his "Temper was directly the Reverſe of 
Eleonora's; being of a generous and hu- 
mane Diſpolition, good-natured, and ex- 
ceeding affable. But the moroſe, peeviſh, 
and fretful Temperament of Eleonora would 
not admit her perceiving any Thing plea- 
ling in Good-Humour, Humanity, or Be- 
nevolence; the former by her, was uſually 
termed Folly, and the two latter ſhe called 
Weaknels. | 


The young Man on whom ſhe had fixed 
her Inclinations, was Heir to a very pretry 
Eſtate; yer not what her Father thought 
conſiderable enough, to match with his 
Daughter's Fortune. He was exceeding 
well-made, polite and agreeable; but had, 
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nevertheleſs, a certain ill-natured Turn in 
his Humour and Converſation, that how- 
ever diſagreeable it would have been to 
ſome others, was very much liked by Eleo- 
nora, as it really reſembled ſome of her own 
ill Qualities: And this was the ſatirizing 
and reflecting on any little Faults, or Irre- 
gularities, that was perceptible in the Per- 
ſon, Mind, or Behaviour, of another. This 
bad Propenſity, whether natural, or habi- 
tual, we cannot juſtly ſay, he always in- 
dulged; and it paſſed with Eleonora, and 
ſome others of her candid Diſpoſition, as a 
manifeſt Indication of his extraordinary Wit 
and Underſtanding, 


Eleonora had firſt ſeen him at a Ball; 
where ſhe happening to be his Partner, was. 
exceedingly charmed with his Dancing, 
which he really could perform very. grace- 
fully. And he alſo ſeemed to be mightily 
taken with her Perſon, though it may very 
much be queſtioned, whether the Largeneſs 
of her Fortune had not alſo a very con- 
ſiderable Share in gaining her his Affection: 
For he had an exceſſive Love for Money. 
However, their Acquaintance- began from: 
that Time, and he had enough of Skill 
and Addreſs, to work up the Paſſion ſhe 


entertained for him to the Height we have 
M 6 ſeen, 
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ſeen, which occaſioned her <loping from 
her Father's, 


Having thus introduced the Reader into 
the particular Acquaintance of theſe ſeveral 
Perionages, we ſhall conclude this Chap- 
ter, leaving the Recital of their Proceedings 
to the next. | 


CHAP, 
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CH: AF. . 


Containing ſome Occurrences that happened 
at Mr, Merit's. 


HILE Mr. Merit was contriying 
Means, to * about a — 
ciliation between the obſtinate Tempe 

and contrary Inclinations of his Brother 
and Neice, the former got Intelligence of 
his Daughter's being concealed in her 
Uncle's Houſe, which exaſperated him ſo 
very much, that immediately, on hearing 
thereof, he went thither and brought her 
away, in a Manner by Violence; tr 

his Brother with the moſt vile and oppros 
brious Language, for having harboured her 
there. This Uſage Mr, Merit .could not 
bear; and it occaſioned ſuch a Quarrel 
between them, that they neither ſaw nor 
ſpoke to one another for ſome Time after- 
wards. And Eleauara being forced to go 
home along with her Father, was by him 
locked u up in a Chamber; and no Perſon 
permitted to attend her, but her M other. 
For Mr. Jaſab Merit was too diſtruſtful of 
all his Servants, to commit the Charge of 
his Daughter to any of them. In this Place 


we 
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we muſt leave her a little, while we ſee 
how Matters went on at her Uncle's, where, 
during this Time, another Perſon had ar- 
rived; which was Mr. Harry Merit, who 
was returned thither from the College. 
But though he had there made ſuch a Pro- 
greſs in his Studies, as to have taken a 
Degree, yet as he was not much mended 
in his Manners, or Temper, ſo his Com- 

could very well have been excuſed, by 
thoſe that were at Mr. Merit's, and eſpecially 


Will Ramble being alſo at Mr. Merit's, 
had the moſt favourable Opportunity he 
could wiſh of purſuing his Reſolutions, in 
proſecuting his Addreſſes to Louiſa : And 
the only Obſtacle which he found, that he 
had now to encounter with, was, the ob- 
taining her Father's Conſent, without which, 
ſhe was determined never to marry him. 


Will, therefore, took Courage, and ap- 
plied himſelf to Mr. Merit, to gain his Ap- 
robation : But that Gentleman could not 
ring himfelf-to rifque his Daughter's Hap- 
ineſs and Fortune, by putting them in the 
Pore of one, that had led ſuch a profligate 
Life.-—Befides this, he was daily in Ex- 
pectation of the Return of a young Gentle- 
man 
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man from his Travels, for whom he had 
long deſigned his Daughter Louiſa; when 
he propoſed to folemnize their Nuptials. 
He therefore very civilly deſired Will Ram- 
ble, not to entertain any Hopes of his 
Daughter, for that he had been obliged, 
ſome Time before, to pre- engage her to 
another: And admoniſhed him to ſuppreſs 
his Paſſion for her, while it was in the Bud, 
as he would find it more eaſy to be kept 
under now, than if he ſuffered it to grow to 
too great a Height. : 


Will Ramble received Mr. Merit's' Ad- 
vice with a great deal of Submiſſion; tho” 
unknown to the former, his Paſſion for 
Louiſa had taken too deep Root in his 
Heart, to be ſo eaſily effaced. However, 
he was not ſo diſcouraged, at not gaining 
Mr. Merit's Conſent, as might be expect- 
ed; for he really had before entertained no 
very great Hopes of compaſſing this Point, 
hong he had reſolved to attempt it: Nei- 
ther was this Denial of ſufficient Force to 
prevent his endeavouring to retain her Af- 
tection, which he had gained ſo long be- 


fore. 


In this Interval, his Siſter Amelia and the 
Captain, found Means to keep up 2 
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Correſpondence unknown to any, but 
Loviſa, by Letters; whereby they were in 
great Expectations of bringing their A. 
mour to a happy Completion, though they fil =, 
had not the Pleaſure of enjoying each ather's 
Company; as ſome Affairs, relating to the 
Captain's Regiment, detained him ſtill at 
his Quarters. Where, as the Squire had 
given over his Addreſſes to Amelia, on Ac- 
count of his having received a poſitive 
Denial from her, the Captain remained per- 
fectly eaſy from the Apprehenſions * 
Danger in a Rival; as Amelia had never 
yet acquainted him with his having one, in 
the Perſon of his younger Brother, Mr. 
Harry Merit. R's | 
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CHAT YN, 


A very unexpected Miſunderſtanding happens 
between two Perſons, at My. Merit's. 


HE Company at Mr. Merit's lived 
in the moſt perfect Harmony to- 
pet r, till ſome Time after the Arrival of 
r. Harry; when his Spleen, and IIl-Na 
ture, occaſioned ſome little Difagreement 
among them. For as he and Will Ramble 
could never agree, ſo he took an Opportu- 
nity of miſrepreſenting ſome of his Actions 
to Louiſa; eſpecially the Affair between 
him and the Gentleman's Daughter at Ox- 
ford, in the moſt bafe and ſcandalous Co- 
Ours. | 


This Proceeding of his fo aggravated 
Will Ramble, that it was with great Diffi- 
culty he forbore giving him a Challenge: 
But his Love for Louiſa would not permit 
him to demand Satisfaction of her Brother, 
for the Injury that he knew he had received 
from him: By his informing Zowi/a that 
Will had debauched the young Woman at 
Oxford, and left her with Child, to the Mer- 
cy of an enraged Father, who had e 

" | er 
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her out of Doors, whereby ſhe had been 
reduced to the moſt extreme Miſery; and 
that Will Ramble, though he was certainly 
apprized of her lamentable Condition, had 
never had the Generoſity to ſend her any 
Relief, or take the leaſt Care of what be- 
came of her and the Child. | 


As this Action abounded with Cruelty, 
ſo Louiſa could not help taxing Will Ram- 
ble with it, tho' not in an uncivil Way, 
with his hard-heartedneſs on that Account, 
And though ſhe opened the Matter to him 
in a jeſting Manner, yet the Affair at length 
grew more ſerious between them: For 
really, in the Light it had been deſcribed 
to Louiſa, it very much tended to leſſen 
Will in her Eſteem. So that, at laſt, he 
found himſelf obliged to clear up his Be- 
haviour to her on this Point; which he 
was the more able to do, as he knew him- 
ſelf guiltleſs of the latter Part of the 
Charge, that Harry had laid againſt him, 
and had alſo received certain Intelligence 
from a Fellow Student, that the young 
Gentlewoman was afterwards very well 


provided for, by a good Match. 


But to convince Louiſa of the Truth, he 
wrote to Oxford; and by the Means of 
/ 


ſome 
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ſome of his Acquaintance, whom he in- 
formed of the Injury that was like to ac- 
crue to him, from having this Affair miſ- 
repreſented to a Lady he courted, he ob- 
tained a Letter, from under a Gentleman's 
own Hand, ſignifying to him, that her 
Father finding W²ill had left the Univerſity, 
directly ſent her to an Aunt's, in Miliſbire. 
to lie in; where ſhe was delivered of 
a Boy, to whom ſhe had given the 
Name of William, which died when it was 
about a Quarter old. And that ſhe was 
now. wedded to an eminent Tradeſman in 
Oxford, with whom ſhe lived very happily; 
as ſhe had the Generofity to acquaint him 
with the Diſaſter, that had happened to her, 
before they were married; being reſolved 
never to put it in the Power of rag Man to 
upbraid her with what was paſſed, by an ac- 
cidental Diſcovery of it: Well knowing 
that ſuch a Deed muſt create a great Un- 
ealineſs in the Marriage State: And con- 
cluded, by aſſuring him, that ſhe lived 
more comfortably with her preſent Huſ- 
band, than ſhe could expect to have done 
with any Man of a larger Fortune; though 
ſhe had the Proffer of ſeveral, after that 
Slip in her Conduct, which her Love for 
William had betrayed her into. 


This 
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This Letter W I cbs convinced Leuiſa 
of the Falſeneſs of the Accuſation, that 
her Brother Harry had laid to Vill Ramble's 
Charge; and occaſioned her being entirely 
reconciled to him, though ſhe could not 
avoid inwardly deteſting her Brother, for 
fuch a bare Contrivance to injure Will in 
her Affection. And, as he could no Ways 
avail himſelf thereby, to any. viſible Intent, 
or Purpoſe, ſo ſhe conſtrued this Action 
to proceed. from nothing elſe, but his 
bu e = dowaright Malignity of 
Nature, Wherewith he was paſteſſed; and 
which rendered him capable of committing 
the baſeſt Actions, ta the Prejudice of any 
Perſon, againſt whom he happened to take 
a Diſtate.ä— In a Word, Louiſe ſuſpected 
her Brother to be a Villain, and ill Ram- 
ble really knew him to be ſuch, by long 
Experience, 5 1 2 flo 54 
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CHAP. 1X. 


An Acrident happens at Mr. Merit's, that 


ſets all the Family again upon their Travels, 


A METL1 A was again tormented anew 


with the Addreſſes of Harry Merit, 
though in a much handſomer Manner than 
formerly : For finding her Virtue impreg- 
nable againſt his Attacks, it humbled his 
haughty Spirit; and he would now have 


been glad to have taken her for his Wife, 


if he could have brought her to Com- 
pliance: And to this Purpoſe he aſked his 
Father's Permiſſion to court her, which 
Mr. Merit readily granted; as he knew 
nothing of the Engagement that fubſiſted 
between Amelia and his eldeſt Son; and 
having reſided To long in his Family, he 
really loved her as affectionately as one of 
his own Children. 


As now the continual Sollicitations of 
Harry, occaſioned great Trouble to her, ſo 
ſhe determined to leave Mr. Merit's Houfe; 
but, firſt of all, ſhe wrote a Letter to the 
Captain, * him with the Occa- 
ſion of her taking this Reſolution: Where- 
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upon he ſent her an Anſwer, wherein he 
expreſſed himſelf very well pleaſed with her 
Deſign, and alſo gave her a kind Invitation 
to come to his Quarters; writing her Word 
that he would meet her on the Road, and 
conduct her thither. 


The Intimacy between Louiſa and Ame- 
tia ſubſiſted yet, and was ſo great, that 
they could not help mutually acquainting 
each other with their Secrets; and Amelia 
communicated her Deſign to Louiſa of 
going to the Captain's Guarress, Louiſa 


and Will Ramble were now ſo perfectly unit- 


ed in their Minds, though not in their Per- 
ſons, that ſhe could hardly keep any Thin 
ſhe knew from him ; and cherdfore diſclol* 
ed this Secret of Amelia's to him. Will 
Ramble, at firſt, very much blamed his 
Siſter, for being ſo eager to run into her 
Lover's Arms; however, upon farther 
Conſideration, both he and Louiſa came to 
a Reſolution to accompany her to meet the 
Captain, ns 


Accordingly, they all three contrived to 


ſet - out early one Morning together, in a 
Coach and Six that they had provided, long 


before Mr. Merit was ſtirring ; who getting 
up and miſſing them, imagined they were 
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gone upon ſome frolickſome Viſit, which 


they had not a Mind to make him ac- 
quainted with. 


Amelia, ſome how or other in the Hurry 
of ſetting out, chanced to drop the Letter 
that ſhe had received from the Captain; 
which Harry Merit picked up, about three 
Hours after their Departure: And, havin 
peruſed the Contents, immediately halten- 
ed to . it to his Father. 


Mr. Merit, when he had read the Letter, 
was very much aſtoniſhed ; as he now 
found there had been a long Correſpondence 
held between Amelia and his Son, the Cap- 
tain, without his ever diſcovering the leaſt 
of it. But though he was concerned at 
what he underſtood by his Son's Letter, of 
his deſigning to marry Amelia, he was much 
more fo, on finding, that Louiſa and Will 
Ramble had accompanied her; as he could 
imagine nothing of their Deſign thereby, 
but that they were gone to execute ſuch 
another Purpoſe. | 


The finding of this Letter, and the Vexa- 
tion, that he could plainly perceive by Mr. 
Merit's Countenance the Contents. had 
cauſed in him, gave Harry an W nr 

| | 1 a 
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of exerting his evil Genius, by a full Dif. 
play of Envy, Slander, and Malice. He 
therefore took this Occaſion -to pay off 
his Brother and Will Ramble in their Ab- 
ſence; accuſing the former of Undutiful- 
neſs to the beſt of Fathers, and the latter 
of Ingratitude to a ſincere Friend: Neither 
did he ſpare his Siſter Louiſa whom he tax- 
ed of Raſhneſs and Folly, that he ſaid in 
Time ſhe would certainly repent. And 
even Amelia did not eſcape the ulence 
of his Tongue, now whetted with Rage, 
at his diſcovering her Amour with the Cap- 
tain. He therefore repreſented her to Mr. 
Merit, blacker than a common Proftitute : 
Saying, * that ſhe had often laid out her 
© Snares to entrap ſome of the Family, and 

by her Wiles had drawn him in 10 far, 

as to aſk his Conſent for courting her, 

though at the ſame Time ſhe had in- 
veigled - his Brother by her Artifices 

into her Trap, as ſhe knew him to have 

much the largeſt Fortune. —But now, 

he bleſſed himſelf for happily eſcaping ſo 
« perfidious a Woman.” 


* 
ö e 0. 


K 


Mr. Merit wanted not the Incitement of 
Harry's venomous Tongue, to increaſe his 
Anger on this Occaſion : For his Mind, 

and almoſt all his Senſes, were ſo diſcom- 
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poſed by this ſudden Accident, that he 
hardly knew what he did himſelf; and 

therefore took the leſs Notice of his Son's 
bitter Invectives. Underſtanding. what 

Road they had taken by the Letter that 

Harry found, he ditectiy ordered his Coach 

and Six to be got ready; and as ſoon as it 

was at the Door, he got in it. When tak. 

ing his good - natured Son for his Com- 

panion, he ſet out in Purſuit of the Elopers; 
as he did not doubt of coming up with 

them, either before their Journey's End, 
or Time enough to fruſtrate their Project. 


\ * 

bo | * 
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In which is related what befel on Mr. Merit's 
_ Purſuing Will Ramble, Louiſa, and 


Amelia. 


EFORE Amelia ſet out to go to the 

Captain, ſhe ſent him a Letter; to 
inform him, that ſhe intended to leave 
Mr. Merits, as the next Wedneſday Morn- 
ing, after the Date thereof; and that Will 
Ramble and Louiſa had agreed to accompa- 
ny her, and be Witneſſes to their Nup- 
tlals. 


However, it happened, that Vill Ramble 

could not procure a Coach and a Set of 
Horſes ſo fon for them, the Town from 
whence they were to be hired, being al- 
moſt nine Miles diſtant from Mr. Merit's 
- Houſe; which occaſioned their Setting-out 
to be delayed two Days longer than what 
Louiſa expected. 


The Captain, upon receiving the Let- 
ter, immediately ſet out to meet them 
on 'the Road; and the Delay they had 
made, occaſioned his coming up to ou 

| the 


of his Acquaintance, hard 
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the firſt Night after their Departure from 
Mr. Merit's. For he was ſo impatient at fiot 
meeting with them ſooner, imagining ſome 
Accident had occurred on the Road, that 
he kept riding forward till he came to the 
Town where they took up their firſt 
Stage. i 42 r 


There was very great Joy at their meet- 
ing thus happily together; and they all ſat 
up ſo late after Supper, that it was pretty 
late before they ſet out the next Morning, 
for the Captain's „ r- where he had 
deſired their Nuptials might be performed, 
as he had acquainted ſome of his Brother 
Officers with the Occaſion of his Journey, 
who had promiſed to honour his Wedding 
with their Preſence. | Jy 


By the Stay that they made at the-Inn, 
after their firſt Day's Journey on the 
Road, Mr. Merit muſt certainly have over- 
taken them, had not his Coach broke 
down in going through a bad Way, about 
ſix Miles before he came to the Town, 
where they met; and it taking up ſome 
Time to get it mended, he was obliged to 
ſtay, till then, at a Gentleman's Houſe 
by where this 
Accident happened ; which occaſioned the 
; N 2 two 
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two Gentlemen and Ladies to, get to their 
Journey's End before him. 


. The. next. Day, while the Company 
were, at Dinner, and conſulting about their 
Nuptials, which were intended, to be per- 
formed the Day following, Mr. Merit and 
his Son arrived at the Inn where the Cap- 
tain. was quartered, to the great Amaze- 
ment and Confuſion of him, Will Ramble, 
and. the two Ladies: None of whom could 
imagine by what. Means he had got Intel- 
ligence of the Place, they were at; as. A. 
melia had not as yet miſſed the Letter ſhe 
had dropt, at her Setting-out. 


On Mr. Merit's Appearance, they all 
imagined, that their intended Weddings 
were diſannulled; and, indeed, ſo they 
would have been, had he remained in the 
fame Humour, as what he had begun the 
Journey in, or had entirely confided in all 
that he had lately heard from his Son Har- 
7 But, as Fortune would have it, he had 

ime to follow a Cuſtom, that he had 
long practiſed on any important Occaſion, 
which was, what is generally termed con- 
ſulting his Pillow 


racle, for ſome Aahts on the Road, he 
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theſe Parties had thus induced them to this 
Procedure, though he might, at preſent, 
oblige them to ſet aſide their Intentions, 
yet he ſhould never be able to eradicate 
their ſeveral Paſſions from their Breaſts. 
And that in preventing their coming to- 
gether, by reed bes. his Son and Daugh- 
ter, contrary to their Inclinations, he might 
thereby be the Occaſion of great Unhappi- 
neſs to both; ſince he found their Affecti- 
ons had been long ſettled, and too ſtrong 
cemented (as this very Action of theirs e- 
vinced) for him ever to be able to break 
off. ä 


After this reaſoning with himſelf, he de- 
termined to take quite another Method 
with his Son and Daughter, than what he 
intended at his firſt ſetting out: And, in- 
ſtead of being the Occaſton of parting them 
from the Perſons they had chdfen, to be 
the Means of joining them together. 


This Change of Refolution he kept entirely 
ſecret from his Son Harry; and, on tits Com- 
ing to the Captain's Quarters, he — 3. a 
ly reprimanded both him and hrs Siſter, for 
their Wart of Duty and Affection, in hot 
making him acquainted with their Choice, 
or Ever alking his Approbation of it. They 
n N 3 both 
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both excuſed themſelves as well as they 
could, upon this Head, by urging, that 
they knew him to be prepoſſeſſed in the 
Favour of others; on whom it was impoſ- 
ſible for them to fix their Inclinations, 
which were no more in their Power than 
their Thoughts: And very humbly en- 
treated him to forgive this their firſt Treſ- 
paſs upon their Duty ; F and, by- allowing 
them his Conſent, to e uſe the Perſons 
they had choſen, to 1 that Felicity to 
their intended Nuptials, without which, 
they could not conſider themſelves as oy 
fectly happy. 


Mr. Merit replied : © That though they 
© had agreed upon the Affair, without con- 
„ ſulting him, yet he would exert the 
Authority of a Father, and forbid the 
< Banns, if they did not comply with his 
* Inclinations : Which were, that both 

© their Nuptials. ſhould be deferred till 
© their Return Home with him, when 

they ſhould: be ſolemnized. at his own 
* Houſe,” 


| They were all exceedingly overjoyed to 
find no other Impediment to their Happi- 
neſs, than only the fixing of the Place from 
8 it wWas legally to take its Com- 
mencement, 
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mencement. Therefore, they readily ſub- 
mitted to his Directions; and as they 
agreed to ſtay a Day longer at the Cap- 
tain's Quarters, to reſt and refreſh them- 
ſelves, he took the Opportunity, in the 
mean time, of waiting on his fuperior Of- 
ficer, who was then at his Quarters, in the 
ſame Place, and acquainting him with the 
Matter, obtained Leave of Abſence for a 
confiderable Time from the Regiment, 


( 272 ) 


CHAP, XI. 
Whereis they met ih Lab in van 


26 


T H E next Morning but one, all the 
Com "pany fer out together : The 
aptain an | the Two Ladies in the Coach 
dat de them and Nil Ramble; and 
Mr. Merit, his youngeſt Son, and Will in 
the other; Will chuſing to travel in Mr. 
Le cj s Coach, for fear, leaſt any of Har- 

s good- -natured Turns, on the Road, 


might cauſe the old Gentleman to change 
his Mind, 


They haſted away for Mr. Merit's Seat 
as faſt as poſſible ; and when they arrived 
within about a Day's Journey of it, in go- 
ing through a- Town, Loui/a diſcovered her 
Couſin, Miſs Eleonora Merit, ſtanding in 
the Gate-Way of an Inn, in her Riding- 
Habit: Whereupon, the Coach was order- 
ed to ſtop, that ſhe and Amelia might pay 
their Reſpects to her, whom they were ve- 
ry much ſurprized to meet at this Place. 
Upon their . what brought her 
chicher, ſhe N frank)y told them that her 
Father's 
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Father's Severity towards her, for not con- 
ſenting to marry according to his Inclina- 
tions, had occaſioned her to be at this 
Diſtance from Home. She then told 
Louiſa and Amelia, that if they had Time 
to walk into the Inn, and hear the Story of 
what had happened to her, fince her Ne- 
turn to her Father's, ſhe would relate it to 


them in as conciſe a Manner as poſſible, 


that it might not detain them too long 
from their Journey, | 


As this excited the Curioſity of the two 
young Ladies, ſo, with Mr. Merit's Con- 
ſent, they alighted, to hear her Narrative; 
and, the Gentlemen reſolving to bait Refe, 
did ſo likewiſe. — Whereupon, ſhe inform- 
ed them: That after her Father had 
© brought her Home, he locked her up in 
© 4 Room, and allowed nobody to attend 
© her, but her Mother. That the Apart- 
* ment ſhe was confined in was up Two Pair 
© of Stairs; but by her Lover's Aſſiſtance, 
© ſhe found Means to eſcape from thence, 
© bythe Help of a Rope-Ladder, that he had 
© cauſed to be conveyed to her, down the 
© Chimney, by ſome Maſons, that were at 
* work, in repairing the Houſe, After her 
getting down ſafe into her Father's Gar- 
den, ſhe went out at a Back-Door, that 
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© had but a ſlender Lock on the Inſide 
which ſhe beat open with a large Stone; 
and thereupon proceeded to a little Vil- 
© lage, where a Horſe ſtood ready for her. 
That ſhe then rode directly to the preſent 
* Town, where they had Pad her, and 
© here expected every Moment to meet 
* with Mr. Wilks, her Lover; to whom 
© ſhe had diſpatched a Meſſenger with a 
Letter, to give him an Account of her 
© having eſcaped from her Father's Houſe, 
* with whom the ſhould conſult for ber fu- 
ture Safety.” 


She had hardly ended the foregoing Ac- 
count, When the Gentleman — entered 
the Room, whom all the Company receiv- 
ed with the kindeſt Salutations: But Mr. 
Merit could not forbear cenſuring him, for 
being about to marry his Niece, without 
her Father's Conſent; which, as he told 
Mr. Wilks, he knew would ſo much enrage 
his Brother, that he very much queſtioned 
if ever he gave her a F arthing for her Por. 
tion, during bis Life-time ; and would 
certainly cut off her Fortune, as much as 
he could, on his 3 


Mr. Wilks, who, as we obſerved _ 
had ſome View to Eleonora's Money, as - 
We 


S HD a + oa 0.4.0» e a4 46 
= 


6273) 
well as her Perſon, anfwered Mr. Merit: 
© That if he was to wait for her Father's 
* Conſent to his having her, he was cer- 
© tain, they ſhould never be married toge- 
© ther, as he had tried all Means roo 0 
6 obtain } it, and e nrw 

\ 


6 Sir, ſays Mr. Merit, c 1 myſelf have 
© interceeded as far in your Behalf with 
« him, as Man poſſibly could do; but I 
* am ſorry to tell you, that I could not 
prevail upon him. However, if I might 
« preſume to adviſe you, I would not have 
you to marry Eleonora without it; as it 
« mult certainly be a great Detriment to 
her, and, perhaps, no ſmall Prejudice to 
« yourlelf.* — 4 Well,“ ſays the Captain. 
« if Mr. Wilks will be pleaſed to permit 
me to deliver my Opinion in this Caſe, 
* ſince neither Eleonora, nor himſelf, nor 
even Mr. Merit have been able to bring 
my Uncle (as I hope I ſhall ſoon have 
* the Honour to call him) to be good- 
* natured enough, to permit his Daughter 
to marry to her Liking : Let us all, if 
+ ſhe and the Gentleman approve of it, at- 
* tack him with our united Force, and try 
© if we can reduce him to Reaſon that 
Way.“ *< Spoke like a Soldier, Sir,“ ſays 
Vill Ramble ; Lou mount the Breach, 
5 N 6 * Ill 
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I promiſe to ſecond you ; and the La- 


dies I hope will not flinch.'——* Not we, 


© indeed, Sir, replies Amelia: We will 
© roaſt him for uſing his Daughter in this 
Manner.“ Having thus agreed, they all 
ſet out together, taking Mr. Wills and E- 
leonora with them, for Mr, Jeſab's Houſe, 
which lay but little out of their Way 
Home to Mr, Merit's, 


CHAP; 


AP. 
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di :* 


CHAP. XII. 
Containing a Debate of great Importance, car- 
ried on by ſeveral Hands, 
N their Arrival at Mr. lob Merir's, 
they at firſt met with a better Re- 


ception than they expected; as on ſeeing 
his Daughter in their Company, he imagin- 


ed, that they had been ſo kind to him as 


to oblige her to return Home with them. 
He did not ſo much as falute her at her 
Entrance; but, in his rough, ſurly Manner, 


ordered her Mother to take her, and con- 


duct her to her old Place of Confinement. 
Hereupon, all the Company interfered, and 
prevented it. He then flew into a violent 

aſſion, and aſked them, if he was not 


to be Maſter of his own Houſe ?—* Yes, 
yes, Brother, that you may be at any 


Time, ſays Mr. Merit to him; and no 


one will offer to moleſt you in it, except 
© when you go about to force 2 | 
chna- 


© "Daughter to marry againſt her In 

0 rs. yore — have reſolved, 
it ſeems, not to permit any Father to do. 
* I fuppoſe you think the we Bat five 
< with you, who have but one Chil _e 
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© ſhe ſhould wed any Man that you do 
© not approve of: But here are two of my 
Children preſent, that have taken the 
6 erp d to chooſe for themſelves; and 1 
* had a long Wild-Gooſe Chaſe after them 
* to fetch them Home to my Houſe, where 
I intend their Nuptials ſhall be celebrated 
© in a few Days; and hope that you will 
give Leave to Eleonora and Mr. Wilks, 


* to accompany them and ſolemnize their's 
5 at the ſame Time.“ 


Mr. Fofiah Merit replied, in a crabbed 
teſty Manner, that he would not be forc- 
ed to act againſt his Will by the Per- 
© ſuafions of any Man living; and that if 
* others ſuffered themſelves to be impoſed 
upon in the Diſpoſal of their Children, he 
was not obliged to follow their Example, 
© which perhaps they * repent when it 
© was too late to be recalled.“ I know, 
ſays he, I have ſpoiled my Daughter by 
0 RED too fond of her, and indulging her 

© in every Thing ſhe could requeſt of me: 
But then, Brother, ſhe is a {ſaucy Minx, 
© to offer to diſobey my Commands in' an 
« Afﬀair, that concerns the future Peace and 
* Happineſs of us both; and ſure you will 
allow me to be a more competent Judge 
of what is neceſſary for her future Felici- 
wel — |: 


© ty, than ſhe herſelf can be, at theſe 
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young ind unexperienced Years. Such 
© an Eſtate as mine, which I have been at 
« ſo much Pains to improve, is not to be 
« flung away upon a Love Frolick; and 
you w ſhe is the only Child that I 
« have to inherit it after my Death. Nei- 
© ther ſhould even a Cockade and a laced 
Coat, though of the higheſt Rank in the 
Army (here he caſt a ſtern Look on his 
© Nephew the Captain) ever have my 
© Daughter, without a Sufficiency to an- 
« ſwer her Fortune and Expectations. 
© No, no, I would ſooner beſtow it on the 
© Poor of the Pariſh. And if ever ſhe 
© takes a Huſband without my Conſens, 
« I will cut her off with a Shilling.“ 


Upon this, the Captain took him 
ap Uncle, though you ſeem A 
« fle&t on the Gentlemen of the Army, as 
* unworthy of your Daughter, without be- 
© ing poſſeſſed of a large Eſtate; yet from 
* what Knowledge I have had, ſince I have 
« borne a Commiſſion, ſuffer me to aſſure 
you, that though my Couſin was more 
«* deſerving than ſhe is, and had a greater 


Fortune and Dependance, yet ſhe might 
meet with Men that wear laced Coats and 
* Cockades, whom ſhe might Judge it an 

ME En Mts + onour 


s 
LY 
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Honour to be matched with.=———Yqy 
* complain of the Hardſhip of being 
forced to act againſt your Inclinations, 
* which are founded on avaritious Views: 
© But what muſt be her Caſe, to be com- 
© 'pelled to the ſame, when her Inclinationg 
are ſwayed by Love, and incited by the 
View of future Happineſs ? A Match of 
< Purſes ſeldom creates an entire Union of 
Hearts: And as I believe my Father 
© conſidered this, when he gave his Con. 
< ſent to the Choice that my Siſter and l 
< have made; I hope, Sir, you entertain 
* too good an Opinion of his Senſe. and 
Judgment to refuſe co-inciding with his 
Opinion in this Affair.“ | 


To this Mr. Fofiah Merit only anſwered, 
young Man, it will be Time enough for 
you to talk upon ſuch Matters, when you 
come to have Children of your own, un- 

< dutiful enough to contradict their Parent's 
s Will. | | 


As Will Ramble had promiſed before to 
ſecond the Captain, he got up, and making 
a reverent Bow, addreſſed Mr 7ofah Merit 
in the following Manner. Sir,* ſays he, 
© though young and unexperienced in what 
£ relates to a matrimonial Lite, yet I hope 
| : you 
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you will-indulge me the Favour of deli- 

« vering a few Words on this Occaſion. 

Tho, have the Happineſs to be choſen 

by a young Lady of Merit and Diſtinction, 
and We were going to enter che State of 
Matrimony, without obtaining the Con- 
« ſent of a Father; yet I Thould 
think myſelf the bafeft of Men, had we 
executed our Project, and your Brother 
had refuſed giving a Farthing to her Per- 
tion, if I ſhould have uſed her with the 
© leſs Love and Reſpect on that Account 
© afterwards. Theſe, Sir, are my Senti- 
ments: And I hope, and believe, Mr. 
Mute bears the ſame towards your 
Daughter Eleanora: Therefore, 1 would 
© entreatyou to permit their Joining Hands; 
as by obtaining your Conſent, it they do 
© well they will live the happier, and he 


© under the greateſt Obligations, to be a 


© ſhould it happen otherwiſe, they will have 
nothing to tax you with, as in Regard 
to being the Cauſe of their Infelicity.. 


Upon this, Mr. N, roſe up, and Taid 
to Mr. Fofab Merit, Sir, though my 
Fortune is not adequate to Miſs Eleonora s, 
yet as it is ſufficient ro make us both 
« happy, I hope you will not refuſe her 

| * ſharing 
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* ſharing it with me. And though I have 
not had the Happineſs to obtain your 
Conſent, I flatter myſelf, the Solicita- 
tions of the Gentlemen preſent, will go a 
great Way in. my Favour, by their en- 
tertaining, ſuch a good Opinion of me, as 
to think me worthy of being your Son- 
in- Law; and I do not doubt but by my fu- 
ture Behaviour to your Daughter, to con- 
vince both them and the World, that ſhe 
was not ill beſtowed. | 


R ® 6G. 5A W K n «a 


Though theſe Proteſtations, with Regard 
to Elzonorg's Fortune, was only a Copy of 


Mr. Wilks's Countenance, yet as he had 


heard both Will Rainble and Mr. Merit's 
eldeſt Son declare their Sentiments in the 
ſame Manner, he thought himſelf obliged 
to follow their Example. Mr. Joſab Merit 
heard him with Attention; and only re- 
plied, that as he ſeldom did any Thing 
in a Hurry, he ſhould take Time to con- 
<« ſider of it. He then deſired his Bro- 
ther, and the reſt of the Company, to ſtay 
two or three Days at his Houſe to refreſh 
themſelves, and chen he would give them a 
final Anſwer to what they requeſted. 


Mr. Merit readily accepted of his Invi- 
tation, in hopes of bringing him into a bet- 
G | "0 


ter D 


pany . 


both 

hearti 
and, 

not V. 
delay! 
of the 
eithet 


| have 
your 
licita- 
1 go a 
ir en- 
ne, as 
Son- 
ny fu- 
I con- 


Ac ſhe 


egard 
py of 
e had 
ferit's 
1 the 
liged 
Merit 
y re- 
'hing 
con- 
Bro- 
ſtay 
freſh 
em a 


Invi- 
bet 
ter 


( 283 ) 


ter Diſpoſition z and the reſt of the Com- 
pany were obliged to do the ſame, though 
both the Captain and Vill Ramble could 
heartily have wiſhed to have been excuſed 
and, perhaps, the Ladies themſelves did 
not very well reliſh having their Nuptials 
delayed on Account of Eleonora, as neither 
of them had conceived any great Affection 
either for herſelf or her intended Spouſe. 


During their Journey from the Captain's 
Quarters at Saliſbury, Harry Merit had 
been the dulleſt of the Company, though 
they did all they could to divert him; and 
even ſometimes the Captain, Will Ramble, 
and the two Ladies would play upon him 
pretty ſeverely : Neither did he ſay any 
Thing in the foregoing Debate, only re · 
marked, with an affected Air of Gravity at 
the Cloſe, © that every Affair in Life ſhould 
be weighed with due Conſideration,” 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Which we hope will divert and entertain our 
| Readers. | 


HE Company ſtaid Two Days at 
Mr. Jeſiab Merit's, where he enter- 
tained them very handſomely ; and alſo al- 
lowed his Daughter, Eleonora, the Liberty 
of converſing very freely among them the 
whole Time, which was much more than 
they expected. Mr. Merit, his Brother, 
kept continually plying him to conſent to 
the Marriage; and even took an Opportu- 
nity to engage him over a Bottle for that 
Purpoſe, as he knew him to be better tem- 
pered when warm with Liquor than at 


other Times: But all was to no Furpote, 
he would not give any Anſwer to it till the 


Time of their Departure. 


The Gentlemen and Ladies, in the 
mean while, diverted themſelves very mer- 
rily : All but Mr. Harry Merit, who con- 
tinued in his uſual dumpiſh Airs, and really 
met with other Employment .than to 
partake of the Amuſements and Paſtimes 
of the reſt of the Company, who were all 

in 
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invery gay Spirits, excepting Mr. Wills and 


Eleonora, who could not, as yet, be eaſy in 
their Minds, not having the leaſt Aſſurance 
of Mr. Jefiah's Conſent to their being 
united : However, they appeared with as 
much Vivacity as poſſible, out of reſpect 
to the two Couple that were going to be 
married. | | 


During this Time an Affair happened, 
which afforded them more Mirth than they 
expected. Amongſt Mr. Fofiah Merit's. 
Servants, was a very ꝓuxome Laſs, whom 
he employed in the Office of a Dairy- 
Maid. Mr. Harry Merit was a great Lover 
of new Milk, and generally breakfaſted' 
upon it; and being willing to have it 
warm from the Cow, went Morning and. 
Evening to the Dairy, when at Home, and 
followed the ſame Practice at his Uncle's, 
where the Dairy was ſituated in one of the 
Out-Offices of the Houſe. Be,, for ſo the 
Maid was called, being of a ruddy, bold, 
amorous Complexion, Harry eye d her ve - 
ry attentiyely, and began to have a Mind to 
make Trial of her Virtue. He was but a 
very rough · tongued Suitor at beſt : How- 
ever, in this Caſe, he did not ſtand for 
making Uſe of the Power of Oratory ; but 


— 


1 
thought Gold, as it really was, to be 4 
much better Argument. | 


Beſs was not one of thoſe Heroines, that 
may be celebrated for Chaſtity ; as ſhe ge- 
nerally made a Sacrifice of that Virtue, 
whenever tempted by Mammon or Beau- 
ty: Her Avarice, and another Paſſion, too 

{s to name, were uſually gratified at the 
xpence of her Chaſtity. The ſecond 
Morning of Harry Merits being at his 
Uncle's, he roſe very early, and would ac- 
company Beſs into the Field, where ſhe 
milked her Cows, which was not far dil. 
tant from the Houle, Sp ts 
In going thither, he began to make 
Love o Be ; and ſhe, at OY ſeemed 
mighty coy, in order to enhance her Price. 
But Time being precious on both Sides, 
Harry did not ſtand long harranguin 
about the Matter, and almoſt directly of 
fered her Five Guineas, which was too al- 
lufing a Bait for her to withſtand. The 
Bargain being ſtruck, they were not long 
at a Lofs for a Place where they might 
perform their Contract in Secrecy; for a 
Cow-Houſe, at one Corner of the Field, 
wherein lay ſome old Hay, afforded them 


a proper Conveniency. 
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Thither they retired together, but had 


not been long enjoying their amorous Play, 
before the Captain and Will Ramble, who 
had agreed to take a Morning's Walk to- 
gether, to view the Grounds adjacent to 
Mr. Jeſiab Merit's Houſe, arrived on the 
Spot; and their Curioſity excited them to 
have a Peep through one of the Windows 
that was broken, into the Cow-Houſe ; 
where, to their great Amazement, they 
ſaw. Harry Merit folded in the ſoft Em- 
braces of his lovely Beſs. | 


They knew the young briſk-mettled Gen- 
tleman, at firſt Glance, by his Apparel; 
but could not tell whom he had ſelected for 
a Partner in his Play, till they perceived 
one of the milking Pails ſtand by, about 
half full, which Beſs had been obliged to 
take thither with her, leaſt ſome youn 
Heifers, that were in the Field, and 


not. been long weaned, ſhould drink up the 


Milk. 


This did ner: ſatisfy chem; they were 


willing to have a View of Harry's Miſtreſs 
to ſee what Taſte he had in Beauty; and 


the Captain applying to the Door, which 
bad but a very ſlender old Lock, on giving 
"ONEIDA. * | it 
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it a Kick with his Foot, it bounced open 
immediately The two Lovers lay at the 
further End of the Place, which was pretty 
long, and thereby gave Beſs. Time to get 
upon her before they entered, as 
they made ſome rattling with the Latch; to 
try if the Door was locked, and, in the 
mean time, ſhe covered Harm over with 
the Hay. | 


On their Entrance, they, ſaluted- Beſs, 
with a—“ How do you do my Dear? Is 
© this Mr. Merit's Cow-Houſe'?* She an · 
ſwered, with a Face as red as Scarlet, Yes 
Gentlemen.“ And, pray, how many 
« Cows will it hold ?” ſays Will Ramble. 
© There are eight Stalls, Sir,“ anſwered 
Beſs: * But we have Room for: more.” 
© And what, my Dear, ſays he, I ſup- 
© poſe your Employment in the Family is 
only to milk the Cows ?? Yes, Sir, ſays 
ſhe, © I have more. Work, I have the 
£ churning the Butter, making the Cheeſe, 
© and — 9 after the Dairy, to. do. 
Pray,“ ſays the Captain, have you been 
« milking this Morning, for I ſee a Pail 
' © ſtand yonder?” © Yes, Sir; ſays ſne, but 
© the Cow was ſo reſtif, that | could not 
make her ſtand over the Pail, till I could 


get a Cord to tie her Horns toca. Tree. 


ha Methinks,“ 


* 
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Methinks,“ continued he, © I fee ſome 
Hay lying at the further End; let's ſtep 
and ſmell whether it is as good as what. 
we have at my Father's.” Oh, Gen- 
« tlemen,” replied Beſs, tis ſad muſty, 
« ſtinking Stuff, I aſſure you; and would 
not have you dirty your Shoes, in going 
up to it; beſides, I can't vouch that it 
is clean, as ſome of our naſty Fellows, 
about the Grounds, often make it their 


6 


.* Lodging-Place” 


The Fear of Dirt or Vermin could not 
deter the Captain, nor Will, from march- 
ing up to the Head of the Place, where the 
Hay lay, and poor Harry Merit reeking 
under it; and ſo cloſely covered, that he 
was almoſt ſtifled for Want of Breath; Beſs 
having flung two or three of her large, well - 
filled Armfuls over him. He could not, 
indeed, be well ſaid to lie as ſnug a Sow in 
Beans; but rather like a Mouſe in a Rick, 
quaking for fear of thoſe at Top of it. 


Beſs walked up to the Hay with them 
very undauntedly ; when the Captain tak- 
ing up a Wiſp and ſmelling to it, ſaid, 
I think, my Girl, this is pretty good 
Stuff, I am ſure we have been obliged to 


make Uſe of much worſe at our Quar- 


ters.“ 
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ters. Will Ramble replied, Captain, I 
believe you don't know the right Way of 
© trying Hay; I will ſhew you my Me- 
© thod.* And immediately catching Beſs 
in his Arms (who ſtood juſt by him) he 
flung her and himſelf upon it; and they 
fell together upon Harry Merit's Back, 


who lay with his Face downwards. 


The. poor Devil had now Load enough 
of all 8 to bear: However, he 
ſupported his Burthen very manfully. 
When the Captain found that all this would 
not make him bolt out; and Vill kept 
toying and kiſſing the Laſs upon the Hay, 
he cried out. hold Comrade! it is not fair 
to have all the Paſtime to yourſelf; I 
will have my Share I am reſolved: And 
directly fat: himſelf down by them juſt 
where: Harry's: Head lay; who now being 
quite overloaded, and almoſt faint with the 
Preſſure, roared. out ſtoutly, and the Cap- 
tain and Will immediately jumped up, as 
if amazed, ctying out, * what the Devil 
+ have we here ? 


They a any went to pulling the Hay 
off, where they fo 
and ſcarce able to ſtir through the Fatigue 


he had undergone; when directly W 1 
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ay of I him up, the Captain ſaid} Hey Day, 
Me- « young Gentleman! how came you here ? 
Sure you love a cloſe warm Bed to take 
ca m— Nap in; ot'elſe perhaps, the 
Charms of this Lady has incited you to 
take a Night's 
« delightful airy Place.” 


Harry being almoſt faint, made no An- 
ſwer to this Taunt; and the Captain per- 
ceiving it, pulled a ſmall Bottle gut of his 
Side-Pocket, forced him to take two 
or three Sups of Citron-Water. This re- 
vived Harry's Spirits, and at the ſame Time 
gave him Courage to frame and make a 
Reply; which he did by telling them, that 
going out a Walking, as ſoon as Day- 
Break, he had pulled the Garden Door af- 
ter him; and finding himſelf weary and 
ſleepy on his Return, and thinking there 
was Nobody up in the Houſe to let himin, 
he had laid down there, and was fallen faſt 
aſleep. F © Really,' ſays euere « I 
* ſhould have been apprehenſive of getting 

Cold in fuch a Place as this, after wit N 
Hay ll walking; but as I perceive, Sir, that 
weat, * your Bed Cloaths were rather of the hot- 
tigue * teſt, I would adviſe to get into the Houſe, 
ping and to Bed as faſt as poſſible, for fear of 
him 02 the 


with her in this - 
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© the Chilneſs of the ie Air, now 
vou are in a Sweat.” ' 


Harry Merit. returned no u. Anſwer, 
than only ſaying, he would go to his Un- 
cle's and have his Nap out; and according- 
ly, wiſhing them à good Walk, he made 
up to the Houſe. As for Beſs, on finding 
her Sweetheart was diſcovered, ſhe catched 
up her Pail and ran away to milk ber Cows 
with more, Haſte than; ſhe came thither. 
ill and the Captain ſtood watching Harry 
lily, to ſee if he did not ſpeak to her in 
paſſing acroſs the Field, or give her any 
Reward for her Labour; bur he perceiving 
them to walk on; and being an ex- 
pert Trader this Way, ad inſiſted upon 
prompt Payment to be tendered down, 
before the Delivery of the Seats they 
dealt tor. 


'The Captain and i Ramble, after 
laughing heartily at their Morning's Ad- 
venture, were going to purſue their Walk; 
when it ſtruck in the Head of the former, 
how he might obtain a . thorough Know- 
ledge of the Affair; and moreover, what 
ow had given for his Breakfaſt, which 
he ve deſired to know. Upon this, 


takin Hold of "i by the Arm, they 
a F walked 
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„ Load 
waiked together. up to one End of the 


Field, where Beſs ſet milking a Cow. She 
was ſomewhat ſurpriſed at ſeeing them 


come up to her again, and imagined they 


wanted to 2 at, r the lame Sport that —— 


Miter The previous Queſtions put by 
them, as what was her Name? what Coun- 


trywoman ſhe was? and how long ſhe had 


lived in the Family? Captain Merzt down- 
right informed her; in a genteel Manner, 


that both he and Vi Ramble had ſeen her 
and the Gentleman, they found in the 
Place with her, in the very Fact; and that 
if ſhe would tell him the whole Affair of 
their Courtſhip, and what the Gentleman 
had beſtowed on her for a Gratuity, he 


would give her a Gulhea, arid as their 1 


would not be long, ſne might be aſſured 


ſhould remain a Secret from the Family: 
But if ſhe' refuſed, or told him any Story, 
he would acquaint hig. Uncle with the 
Matter, and have her- inſtant] y diſcharged. 


Beſs had too much Senſe, and too great 


a Love for Money, to ſtand long: heſitating 


on which Alternative to chuſe; but, with 
a Sort of a downcaſt, confuſed; bluſh- 
ing Countenance, diſcovered tlie whole AF- 
2 FF" O 3 fair, 


> 


with any 
-the Ca 
coul 
old Jack Hare by the Dew on the Graſy, 
to his Form; and there we ſtarted both 
him and the Doe together, and had fine 
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ir, 4 we have before related it. This 


was Satisfaction enough for the Captain 


and Will, who. paying her the Reward they 


had promiſed, and aſſuring her of their Se- 
crecy, departed to finiſh. their Morning's 


Expedition. Having taken a Courſe. of 
about two or three Miles, they returned 


Home Time enough to. breakfaſt with the 
reſt of the Company, who were all preſent 

except Harry Merit, who lay ſnoring in 
bis Neſt. The Ladies underſtanding that 
Hill and the Captain had been taking a 


Morning's Walk, . enquixed if they met 
iyerſion.—“ Yes, yes, 

„we had as fine Sport as /1 
have wiſhed: for: We tracked an 


GPaſtime. “ I ſuppoſe then, ſays Mr. 
Foſiab Merit, you bad a warm Courſe af. 
© ter them.” Pretty well as to that,” re- 


plies Will Ramble, but I am ſure we made 


5 the Jack Hare ſweat, till he was all of a 
* Lather.* 


Nothing further paſſed about the Matter 
till Dinner Time, when Harry Merit was 
ſeated amongſt the reſt of the hh From any at 
Table; and his Father enquired how he 


Came 
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came to lie a Bed ſo long ſuch a fine Morn- 


He anſwered, that he had been 


« taking a Walk as foon as it was Break of 


6 2 returned ſo tired, that he was 

© 90 to go to S] «© Th \ "Vir," 
ſays Captain , your Mornisg 8 
* Walk was not fo ds to you, as 
one that was in Com th Mr. Ram- 
* bleand myſelf. For — could keep 
the — from Pl . though, it was 
ſo early: He was . in, and I affure 
© you it coſt him five Guineas for a 
© Breakfaſt.” And what, Brother, ſays 
Louiſa, * might it ſtand you two in? I 
« ſuppoſe much about the ſame Mark.” 
No, no, Madam, replies the Captain, 
upon Honour, we came off abundantly 
cheaper, and had the Pleaſure to demand 
Satisfaction before we quitted the Place.” 


Well,“ ſays Mr. Fofab Merit, I don” c 
< rightly underſtand your Diſcourſe: I find 
© you have been taking a Walk about my 
© Grounds ; but don't know of e&er a 
* Houſe on my Eſtate where they practice 
Gaming, if I did, I ſhould ſoon rout the 
Set of them. But, pray, how do you 
like the Situation of my Seat?* Oh! ex- 
* ceedingly well, Sir,” replies Vl Ramble, 
* you have a fine Park, and beautiful Peer; 

O 4 © efe 
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« eſpecially your Does, which are very 


« briſk and plump; and I believe fit Meat 


for a Prince.” Ay, ay, rejoins the 
Captain, if ſome o the Bucks of my 
* Regiment had a ſufficient Number of 
* your Does before them, they would ſoon 
fall too and make a hearty Meal of 
them.“ But I'll take Care they ſnan't: 
replies Mr. Jgſab Merit, Though I can ſay 
it, without Vanity, I have as good Deer in 
* my ſmall Herd, and they will ſhew as 
much Sport when rouzed, as e'er a 
Lord's in all the County. ES 


During the foregoing N Hy 
ſat as mute as a Fiſh; but could not avoid 


changing Countenance, which occaſioned 
both Will and the Captain to drop the 
Subject, as they were unwilling to pur his 


Modeſty too much to the Bluſh. How- 


ever, the many good-natured* Turns they 
knew he had done them with Mr. Merit, 


occaſioned them, in the Evening, to reveal 
the Secret to the Ladies; and they took an 


Opportunity to roaſt him well for his 
Morning's Adventure, the particular Cir- 


cumſtances of which he was very much at 
a Loſs. how they ſhould come -at the 


Knowledge of, as he had not the leaſt Suſ- 
| pn of his Miſtreſs betraying him, after 


ſuch 
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ſuch a handſome Preſent as he had made 
her for her Favours. Nevertheleſs, he 
ſtood all their Banter with the greateſt In- 
trepidity, or rather Inſenſibility, as he 
judged it prope creſt to >. make the beſt of a 
bad Market. | 


Let us now proceed to enquire how other 
Matters went on at Mr. Fofiah Merit's, whic 
the Reader will find in the following 


ONT. 8 
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n zobieb this -Hiſtory draws -ntar to 4 Can- 
cliſion; but is interrupted by. a very unex- 
pected Incident. 


INI E ſame Evening, at Supper-Time, 

the Company that had er in 
e Affair, preſſed Mr Fofab Merit for his 
Anſwer, in regard to his Daughter Eleono- 
ra's having Mr. Wilks for a Huſband, 
which he, being in one of his beſt Hu- 
mours, returned them in the following 
Manner. 


Gentlemen,“ ſays ne, I told you be- 
fore, that I will not be forced, nor per- 
* ſuaded to do any Thing againſt my In- 
* clination, But I have thoroughly conſi - 
* .dered-the Caſe, and find the young, gid- 
dy Huſſey, reſolutely bent to oppoſe my 
Will, and take him for Life, even with» 
* out my Conſent : Yet Fl! prevent her in 
© that alſo. For I think, that if her Af- 
fection for him is ſo ſtrong, as to occa- 
ſion her to hazard her Neck, by deſcend- 
ing from a high Window, by a Rope 


* Ladder, in a dark Night, ſhe may yet go 


further 
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further Lengths, if I do not put a Stop 
4 to * 1 am reſolved, and 
my Will is, that they e' en go together: 
And to ſhew you that'] —— 1 
Car- vill here join their Hands before you 
n all.“ This he did accordingly; and the 
whole Company burſt out in a loud Laugh, 


at the facetious Manner of declaring his 
Conſent. 


He then told them, he was ready to ac- 
company them to his Brother's, whenever 
they were pleaſed to ſet out; and that ha 
ſhould take his Wife with him, to ſee the 
Nuptials ſolemnized. We had Occaſion to 
mention this Lady once before, in the 
third Chapter of our fourth Book ; and 
muſt here take the Opportunity to acquaint 
the Reader, that ſhe was a very Sort 
of a Woman, being of quite a contrary 
Diſpoſition to her Huſband ;z and it was 
chiefly through her Means, that he was it 
prevailed upon to let Eleonora have Mr. I 
Mills. For though ſhe approved much i 
better of her taking the young Baronet, 1 
whom we have menti yo Fu for a [i 
Huſband, as having a larger Eſtate, ant | 


knowing him to be of an exceeding 
Temper, which ſhe thought might be an 
Alloy to her r Moroſeneſs; yet, 
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as ſhe found her bent upon having Mr. 


Wills, and fearing: her Obſtinacy, if con- 
tradicted, might be attended with ill Con- 
ſequences, ſhe not only gave her own Con- 
ſent to the Match, but alſo undertook, at 


the Inſtigation of Mr. Robert Merit, to 


perſuade her Huſband to do the ſame; 
which, at laſt, ſhe effected to the mutual 
Satisfaction of all Parties. 


The next Morning the whole Company 


ſet out for Mr. Robert Merit's, which being but 
little more than three Miles diſtant, they 
were preſently there. 


On his Arrival, he 
began to order all neceſſary Preparations 
for ſolemnizing the ſeveral Weddings, with 


-all the: Pomp and Expedition poſlible, as 


he intended they ſhould be performed the 


very next Week. „ 


The Day following, Captain Merit, Will 
Ramble, and Mr. Wilks went acroſs the 
Country to Fork, to buy ſome Watches, 
Jewels, Sc. to preſent the Ladies with be- 
fore Marriage. And during their Abſence, 


[the young Gentleman, to whom Mr. Me- 
rit had promiſed his Dau 


ghter, arrived 


there, to pay, his Reſpects, having lately © 
He was no 


returned from his Travels. 
welcome Gueſt at ſuch a Juncture: And 
3 now 
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now Mr. Merit repented of his having given 
Conſent, ſo ſuddenly, to Lowiſa's having 
Will Ramble; whoſe Rival puſhed him 


home upon the Point, which he hardly 


knew how to anſwer, otherwiſe than 
ſaying: That his Childreh were all ob- 


ſtinate, and would have their on Way 


© in every Thing, which had obliged him 


to conſent to her having another Gentle- 


man, on whom ſhe had fixed her Choice: 
But, however, if he would pleaſe to ſtay 


a little, he would once more try if he 


could perſuade her to comply with his 

r . 
Accordingly, he went directly to Loui ſabs 

Apartment, and ſet before her, in the 


ſtrongeſt Light, all the ill Conſequences 


that he e would attend her having 


Mill Ramble; and, moreover, urged very 
ſtrongly his Pre- engagement to the young 


Gentleman. Nay, he was ſo vexed at this 


Affair, that he even threatened her with 


his utmoſt Diſpleaſure, if ſhe refuſed to 


conſent to his performing his Promiſt. 
While he was engaged with Louiſa, another 


very unexpected Gueſt arrived, whom, on 
his being introduced, Mr. Merit immedi- 


ately knew to be the very Nobleman, that 
had fo ſtrongly ſollicited his Ward, Amelia, 
| i ; to 
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to be his Miſtreſs, * her Elopement 
from him to London. 


Mr. Merit was very much ſurprized at 
what Errand ſhould bring him thither ; 
. but as he made a very grand Appearance, 
che gave him a favourable Audience: When 
chis Lordſhip, after ſome Apologies for his 
Rudeneſs, when he ſaw him laſt in Town, 
acquainted him, he had taken that long 
Journey, to requeſt the Favour of his In- 
-tereſt and good Offices with Amelia, to 


permit him to make her his Bride. 


Mr. Merit being very much chagrined at 
the Arrival of his other Viſitor, anſwered, 
viſhly : That ſhe was now 
cut of his Care, and might act as ſhe 


CY but he believed, ſhe had fixed 


Choice elſewhere, though not at all to 
C 1 Satisfaction. —— he ſaid, he 
had enough to do, to direct his own 
Children, without undertaking to med- 
dle in other Affairs: But that if his 
* Lordſhip had a Mind, he might ſee her 
before his. Departure.“ Which the No- 
bleman thanking him for, he rang the Bell 


.and ſent for Amelia, who was as much a- 


mazed as himſelf had been, at ſeeing 
new Gueſt, 7 
FIC 
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He left chem together, and withdrew to 
talk with Leuiſa; when bis Lordſhip made 
great Proteſtations of Love, and Aﬀec- 
tien; and the Promiſe of a large Jointure 
to be ſettled on her before Marriage, in 
(caſe ſhe would accept him for a. Huſband. 
But ne made Anſwer, that her Heart had 

been long engaged, and ſhe could not give 
her Hand, without that accompanied it. 


Much more Diſcourſe paſſed between 
them; but While Mr. Merit was docu- 
menting Loui ſa, and his Lordſhip was en- 
treating Amaia, the three young Gentle- 
men arrived from York, loaded with Pre- 
ſents for the 1 _ they had rode 
pretty hard, Were ewhat fati ed, 
and called for a Glaſs of Wine and Cakes 
for to refreſn themſelves ; when they were 
informed by the Servants, that there were 
two Gentlemen, with Sets of Horſes anfl 
grand Retinues, lately arrived; but that 
nw not know the leaſt of what Buſi- 
neſs they were come upon. 


Hearing this, the Captain, after taking 
a Glaſs of Wine, enquired for Mr. Aferit; 


and being informed he was in his Siſter's 
Apartment, he directly ayent up thither 3 


1 


* 


30 
when, to his great Amazement, he found 


Loui ſa in Tears, and her Father almoſt in 


a Rage at her: For Mr. Merit utterly de- 
teſted breaking his Promiſe on any Ac- 


count, though he had been ſo weak as to 
give it in his Daughter's Minority, without 
conſidering that ſne might not comply 


with it, when ſhe grew to Years of Ma- 
turity. 1 8 | 


The Captain knew not what to make of 


this Scene; but, out of good Manners, 


withdrew, and left them to themſelves; 


greatly wondering what Fault Louiſa 


had committed, that put his Father ſo 


much out of Temper. In paſſing down the 
Stairs, he met Amelia coming up to Mr. 
Merit, with a Colour as red as Scarlet: She 


was going to let him know, that ſhe had 
given his Lordſhip a final Anſwer, who 
only waited to take leave of him. The 
Captain ſtopped her, and enquired what 
was the Matter; but, ſhe being in Haſte, 
all the Anſwer. he could receive, was that 


ſhe would acquaint him by and by. 


The Captain re-entered the Parlour, 
where Will "Ramble and Mr. Wilks were 
taking their. Glaſſes ;. when he ſaid to 


them: © Gentlemen, I don't know what 
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* che Devil has happened ſince we ſet out; 


but all the Houle ſeems in a Hurry and 
Contuſion: My Father is in a violent 
Paſſion, Louiſa is crying, and Amelia 
running up Stairs and down like a Mad- 
woman. — But who the Plague are thefe 
fine new Gueſts we have got here? It 
runs ſtrongly in my Head, that, ſome 
how or other, they are the Cauſe of this 
* Confuſion :— Come, Mr. Ramble,” ſays 
he, let us take a Walk into the Court- 
* Yard, and enquire of the Servants whence 
they come from.“ And I'll bear you 


* 


* Company,” ſaid Mr. Wilks. Whereupon 


they all went me] directly. 


They ſoon were informed who the new 


"Viſitors were; and the Captain knew the 
young Gentleman that was come thither, 


and that he was Vill Ramble's Rival, tho” 
unknown to him. And Vin knew his 
Lordſhip, and of his paying his Addreſſes 
to his Siſter, when in London, by Way of 
courting her for a Miſtreſs, - However, he 
did not arrive at this Knowledge, till after 


his Return to Mr. Merift's, when it was too 


late to call him to an Account ; which, 
erhaps, otherwiſe he might have done : 


The ee alſo br ſeen his Lordſhip at 


24. 


14 
1 
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2 Races, but knew very little of 


While this paſſed, Mr. Merit was re- 
turned to take leave of my Lord, and told 
him, he was very ſorry his Lordſhip had had 
ſuch a long and fruitleſs Journey; = deſired 
him to take ſome Refreſhment before he 
Ft out, which his Lordſhip acc 5 and 
Wine and Biſcuits, Sc. were on the 
Table. He then told him, — there 
was another young Gentleman in the next 
Room, that he had known many Tears, 
and was come acroſs the Country, upon 
ſuch another Expedition to his Daughter; 
but he feared with as little Succeſs: And if 
Bis Lordſhip would give him leave, he 
would invite him in to partake of the 
Repaſt. My Lord ſaid, he ſhould be 
proud of the Honour of his Company, eſ- 
.pecially as he was a Knight-Errant and 
Fellow-Sufferer like himſelf. Upon this, 
Mr. Merit went and introduced him to his 


Lordſhip, having firſt of all acquainted , 


him, that he could not in the leaſt prevail 
with his Daughter to alter her Sentiments; 
and all that he could do for him, to fulfill 
his former Engagement, was to poſtpone 
her Marriage for ſome Time, that ſhe 


male have Leiſure to alter her Mind, if 


the 
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he had any Inclination to do it. The 


young Gentleman thanked him kindly for 


this Favour, which Mr. 3 aſſured him 
he would do; and then the t down * 
ther at the Table with his Loni 


Mr. Merit's Steward had received Or- 
ders, in the Morning, to get himſelf ready 
to ſet out for York, and buy ſome 3 
and other neceſſary Proviſions, that were 
to be prepared againſt the Celebration of 
the expected Weddings. He had waited a 
conſiderable Time, and finding the Day 

ow on, took the Liberty to let him 

ow, that he was ready to ſet out. But 
Mr Merit i his Horle gat wronged; 7 
might put up his Horſe 
not ns NG 1 = any Foun 


caſion to go on the Valeneſs he bad intend- 
ed to ſend him upon. 


8 Steward was then at the Parlour 
„talking to the three Gentlemen 
— concerning the new Gueſts, when 
the Servant brought him the Anſwer. The 
Captain and Vill Ramble, by comparit 
Notes together upon this extraordinary, 
fair, = concluded that his Lordſhip and 
the other Gentleman were come. to. deprive 


them of their Miſtreſſes; and (henigy.the 


es UNE 5 
Servant deliver ſuch an unexpected Meſ- 
ſage to the Steward, it corroborated them 
in their Opinion; and they inſtantly begun 
to conſult what Meaſures, to take, to fruſ- 
trate the other's Intentions, 


Mr. Merit did not know that the three 
young Gentlemen were returned, till a 
Footman entered the Room, and. told his 
Lordſhip and the other Gentlemen, that 
there were ſome Company in the Garden, 


that deſired to ſpeak with them there. Mr. 


Merit aſked who ſent him on the Meſſage; 


when the Servant telling him, that it was 
the Captain and Mr. Ramble, he inſtantly 
begun to ſufpect a Duel was going for- 
ward; and therefore, would not” permit his 
Gueſts to attend them, but ſent for Vill 
"and his Son into the Room to them. 


They obeyed his Orders, though in a very 
great Heat. Upon their Entrance, he de- 
ſired them to ſit down, and then told them 


Plainly, that he ſaw into their Deſign, but 


would have no Blood ſhed; not any Affront 
offered to Strangers in his Houſe. Thar, 
indeed, he had pre-engaged Louiſa to the 


young Gentleman preſent; tho* he had ſince, | 
out of parental Affection, given his Con- 


ſent to er having Mr. Ramble: And, that 
91252 ; 50 
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as for Amelia, ſhe was her own Miſtreſs, 
and might follow her own Inclinations, 
However, if -all preſent would admit of 
his Arbitration in the Affair, he would 
ſend for the Ladies into the Room, and 
whatever Choice they themſelves . openly 
made, all Parties ſhould engage to abide 


04 


My Lord ſoon acquieſced with the pro- 
poll. though he knew it would not bene- 
tit him: The young Gentleman demurred 
a little, thinking, that as Mr. Merit had 
before promiſed Louiſa to him, that the 
Affair ſhould not be decided in ſuch a 
Manner. But Mr. Merit perceiving bim 
ponder upon it, ſaid: * Young Gentle- 
man, you had my Conſent, it is certain, 
* but you have not, as yet, obtained my 
* Daughter's ; and I now think it a great 
< Overſight in me, to undertake to en - 
gage for her, When ſhe was ſo young; 
« but now the is arrived at Years of Dil- . 
© cretion, let her ſpeak for herſelf. Upon 
this, the Gentleman Joined with his Lord- . 
ſhip in accepting Mr. Merit”s Propoſal. 
The Ladies were. inſtantly ſent for; and 
being informed of the Buſineſs in, Hand, 
they directly confirmed the Shoes, chey 
* AE . 
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The young Gentleman was getting up, 
very much chagrined, to take leave of the 
Company: When his Lordſhip riſing up, 
ſaid to him, Sir, though we have not the 
Happineſs to carry this Election, I hope 


© we ſhall meet with better Succeſs in ſome 


other Place; But as for my Part, to con- 


© vince the Gentlemen and Ladies, that I 


have relinquiſned all Thoughts of being an 
Impediment to their Happineſs, if they 


pleaſe to admit me the Honour of being 


« 4 Bride-Man, I will ſtay, and, with Per- 
< miſſion, make one of the Gueſts at the 
Wedding; and ſhall take great Pleaſure 
in ſeeing them united according to their 
< Heart's Deſire z if the Gentleman of the 
« Houſe has any Conveniency to lodge me 


here, till the Marriage is celebrated. And, 


« with Submiſſion, I think, Sir, you cannot 
<* oblige the Lady Jou eſteem better, or 
© ſhew your Wiſhes for her Happineſs more, 
than joining with me to celebrate the Wed- 
ding.“ The Baronet anſwered: That he 
© ſhould be as 8 

« performed, an 


to aſſiſt at it, as his Lord- 


© ſhip,* Whereupon, Mr. Merit told them, 
he had Room enough in his Houſe for them 
all; and the other Gentlemen politely thank- 
ed them for the honour that they were about 
to confer on them. | 


CHAP. 


lad to ſee the Ceremony 


Marriages were 
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CHAP. XV. 
Which condudes this Hiſtory 


R. Merit's Houſe was now almoſt 
filled with Gueſts, and his Stables 
and Coach-Houſes with Equipages. The 
Gentlemen and Ladies all behaved with 
the greateſt Politeneſs, and ſtrove who 
could afford the greateſt Diverfion till the 
performed ; the Prepara- 
tions for which were haſtened with the 
greateſt Expedition, and nothing but Har- 


mony and Feſtivity was ſeen throughout 


the Houle; 


Early one Morning, while Vl Ramble 
was walking about the Stables, to view the 


Horſes, in which he took great Delight, .a 


Countryman brought him a Letter, which, 
on opening, he found to come from his old 
Sweetheart, Roſe Frerlove. The Contents 
were, to thank him and the Ladies for the 


Favour wer had done her, in recommend- 
ing her to ſuch a good Place; and alſo to 


let him know, that ſhe was lately married 

to a ſmall Farmer, in the Neighbourhood 

where ſhe had lived laſt in Service, and' 
2778 hoped 
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hoped for the reſt of her Days to live hap- 
pily : She likewiſe congratulated them upon 
their approaching Weddings (the News of 
which had ſpread all over the Country) 
and wiſhed they might enjoy all the Feli- 
city that they could expect. 


. , This Letter gave Vill Ramble inexpreſ- 
ſible Satisfaction, on hearing that Roſe was 
ſo well ſettled in the World. He ordered 
the Man to go in, and refreſh himſelf with 
what the Houſe afforded ; and, in the 
mean while, went to acquaint his Siſter 
and Louiſa with the News. They all di- 
rectly agreed to ſend her ſomething to be- 
gin the World with,; and amongſt. them 
made up 'a Purſe. of. Six Guineas, which 
they ſent by the Man that brought the Let- 
ter, to whom Wl! Ramble gave a Guinea, 
to defray his travelling Charges. 


The Man was hardly gone, when a 
Coach came to the Gates, and Mr. Merit 
being in one of the front Rooms, preſently 
eſpied Mr. Sparks, and Miſs Watkins (to 
whom he was now married) alighting out 
of jt. He ran to meet them with great. Joy, 
and preſently introduced them to Logi/a 
and Amelia, who were heartily glad to ſee 


tHe Sas <>, ET Dat als wh 
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PTE damen Refreſhment, Miſa 


ne acquainted them: (at their Deſire) 
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is to ſay, Captain Merit and Amelia, Mr. 
Ramble and Louiſa, Mr. Wilks and Eleono- 


ra, were Wen He Hou, on at Mr. Merit's, 


who rs du on that Occaſion, a 
whole Fortni ning y Lord officiated as 
Bride-Man 8 e as did the 2 
Gentleman, that was lately returned 

Bis Travels, to Lon 2 1 uring 5. 100 
of celebrating the Nuprils, the whole 
Company appeared in the greateſt Jocun- 
dity; every Heart was filled with Pleaſure 
and Delight; even Mr..7o/ab Merit and 
his Nephew ſeemed to have forgot their 
former Moroſeneſs ang Spleen: The hole 
Country, for many Miles round, Abcked 
in to partake of the Feſtivity, and every 


Countenance Was arg with Mirth and 
Joy. 13 903 DOGS fin 71 o Viizno! 


Lon. 1 513 201 n tA io 
Ar the Fo gare wy * Lord and 
iS -- Gentle e ther with Mr. 
9 and his took their Leaves und 


_ away : "Ah in about 4 Month after, 


S SON did the 1 
oy Saen © to his Qu ices. I 
Wilks and his Spouſe Went 8 MPF. 
Fofrab Merit,” were they refided! for about 
a Quarter of a Year. Mr, Harry Merit 
ſmortiy after returned ts the Co ege, to 
purſue kis Studies 6 
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He ( 315.) 
able to his phlegmatic Diſpoſition. As for 
Vill Ramble and Louiſa, they, at Mr. Me: 
rit's particular Deſire, took up their Abode - 
at his Houſe, where they produced him a 
fine chopping Grandſon, at the End of 
nine Months; and much about the fame 
Time, the Captain ſent him Notice of A. 
melia's - being delivered of a beautiful 
Daughter: But Mr. Wilts and his Spouſe 
were of too fretful a Temperament to have 
any Children, neither did they lead the 

happieſt of Lives together. 


Mr. Fofiah Merit died within a Twelve- 
month after the Match, leaving all his E- 
ſtate, both real and perſonal, to his Daugh- 
ter, who was to pay her Mother's Jointure 
out of it, which was pretty large. Mr. 
Merit himſelf followed his Brother about a 
Year afterward, leaving his real Eſtate to 
his eldeſt Son, che Captain, ahd his per- 
fonal, which was pretty conſiderable, to be 
ually divided berween his youngeſt Son 

= and Will Ramble. Upon Mr. Me- 
rit's Deceaſe, Harry left the College, and 
retired into the Country, to live privately; 
the Captain flung up his Commiſſion, and 
returned to dwell upon his Eſtate; and 
Will Ramble and his Spouſe went Home to 
the late Mr. Rambler's mmm 
: where 


(316) 
where they, at preſent, reſide. i Pe every 


Day ſees inore and more into the Errors 
and Follies of his =u_ Life; proves one of 
the beſt and fondeſt of Huſbands, and Lou- 
iſa ſets a Pattern to her Sex, in making a 
good Wife. They have ſeveral Children, 
of whom they are extteamij fond, apd live 


very happily together and in perfect _ 


ty with the Captain and his, Lady, 
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